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Sandra Lee Altamirano, a major in the Army Reserve, places a flag on the National Mall on Wednesday as part of Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America’s effort to bring 
awareness to military and veteran suicides. A flag was planted for every veteran and servicemember ^o committed suicide in 2018 through Oct. 3 — 5,520. 


Pentagon: Mattis’ ‘deploy or out’ policy is working 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — The Defense De¬ 
partment has reduced the number of 
servicemembers listed as undeployable 
by more than 100,000 in the eight months 
since the Pentagon announced its new 
“deploy or out” policy, defense officials 
said Tuesday. 

As of Aug. 31, 126,000 servicemem¬ 
bers — or roughly 6 percent of the mil¬ 


itary’s total force, which includes active 
duty, reserve and National Guard troops 
— were listed in a nondeployable status, 
according to the Pentagon. In January, 
just before Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
tis announced he would implement the 
new policy, the Pentagon reported there 
were 235,000 troops, or 11 percent of the 
force, listed as nondeployable. 

The policy is meant to motivate the 
thousands of troops who have remained 
in uniform despite being unable to de¬ 


ploy to take the necessary steps to return 
to deployable status, officials have said. 
Troops can be placed on nondeployable 
status for a variety of reasons including 
medical conditions, fitness problems and 
administrative reasons. The vast majori¬ 
ty of troops who cannot attain deployable 
status within one year will be selected 
for involuntary removal from the ser¬ 
vice by their commanders, according to 
the policy. 


WeVe seen some of those 
readiness numbers, those 
nondeployable numbers 
come down. It’s the impact 
the secretary had hoped to 
see.’ 

Mike Melillo 

Pentagon’s deputy director for force management 


SEE POLICY ON PAGE 7 
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Senate eyes passage 
of bill to check China 



This Navy image obtained by naval website gCaptain.com shows a confrontation between the USS 
Decatur, left, and a Chinese destroyer in the South China Sea on Sunday. 

Close encounter between 
ships is shown in photos 


By Rachel Oswald 
CQ-Roll Call 

WASHINGTON — The Senate 
is looking to pass in the coming 
weeks a bill that would guide U.S. 
strategy in the Asia-Pacific with 
an eye toward preventing China 
from becoming a hegemonic re¬ 
gional power. 

The Senate Foreign Relations 
committee last week unanimous¬ 
ly advanced a bipartisan bill from 
Sens. Cory Gardner, R-Colo., and 
Edward J. Markey, D-Mass., who 
lead the Asia-Pacific Subcommit¬ 
tee. The measure would autho¬ 
rize more than $1.5 billion in new 
funds over the next five years for 
the State Department, U.S. Agen¬ 
cy for International Development 
and the Pentagon to maintain 
regional political support for the 
rules-based international order 
that the United States has cham¬ 
pioned over the last 70 years. 

Committee aides say they be¬ 
lieve the legislation’s likeliest 
course to passage is through a 
unanimous consent agreement. 
Companion legislation has been 
filed in the House by M^ority 
Leader Kevin McCarthy, R-Calif, 
that Senate staffers believe will 


Correction 

On Sept. 27, a story about 
a new fitness assessment 
for Air Force explosive 
ordnance technicians mis¬ 
spelled one of the test’s 
more grueling components, 
due to an Air Force error. 
The exercise is named the 
“Gruseter.” 


get a boost if the Senate acts first. 

“For decades, U.S. policy was 
rooted in the belief that sup¬ 
port for China’s rise and for its 
integration into the postwar in¬ 
ternational world order would 
liberalize China,” Gardner said at 
a September subcommittee hear¬ 
ing on China’s military strategy. 
“Contrary to our hopes, China ex¬ 
panded its power at the expense 
of the sovereignty of others.” 

The bill is the latest effort 
in Congress to counter China’s 
reach. Senators are set to clear 
separate legislation that would 
more than double the amount of 
U.S. government financing for 
infrastructure projects available 
to developing nations in the Asia- 
Pacific and around the world. 

Gardner’s 59-page legislation, 
which has the support of Secre¬ 
tary of State Mike Pompeo and 
Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, 
does not spell out how the $1.5 
billion is to be divvied up between 
State, USAID and the Pentagon. 

Rather, the legislation says the 
money must be spent on activities 
that improve the defense capac¬ 
ity of partner nations to “resist 
coercion” and to participate in 
bilateral and multilateral “en¬ 
gagements” aimed at responding 
to China’s “destabilizing activi¬ 
ties” and North Korea’s ballistic 
missile and nuclear weapons pro¬ 
grams. Funding also would sup¬ 
port counterterrorism programs 
in Southeast Asia to respond to 
continuing concerns about Islam¬ 
ic State’s regional influence. 

“It’s a soup to nuts Asia policy 
bill. We’ve been working on this 
for a very long time,” said a For¬ 
eign Relations Committee staffer 
who was not authorized to be 
named. 


By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, 
Japan — Photos of an encounter 
between a Navy guided-missile 
destroyer and Chinese warship 
shed light on just how close the 
ships came to colliding Sunday in 
the South China Sea. 

Naval website gCaptain.com 
published a series of photos Tues¬ 
day showing the USS Decatur and 
the People’s Republic of China de¬ 
stroyer Luyang passing each other 
during the confrontation. The Chi¬ 
nese ship appears to veer close to 
the Decatur before the U.S. ship 
pulls away to avoid a collision. 

A Navy official confirmed to 
Stars and Stripes on Wednesday 


that the photos are legitimate, 
but said it is unknown how the 
website got access to the images, 
which were not publicly released. 

The incident happened about 
8:30 a.m. Sunday when the Luy¬ 
ang sailed within 45 yards of the 
Decatur in “an unsafe and unpro¬ 
fessional maneuver,” the Navy 
said Monday. It happened in the 
South China Sea near the Spratly 
Islands, which are a source of 
contention in the region as China, 
Taiwan, Malaysia, Vietnam and 
the Philippines each claim land 
masses in the area and dispute 
their sovereignty. 

The Decatur was conducting a 
routine patrol of the region at the 
time — something the Navy reg¬ 
ularly does to ensure freedom of 


navigation through the contested 
international waters. 

Lt. Cmdr. Tim Gorman, a 
spokesman for U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
said in a statement earlier this 
week that “the PRC destroyer 
conducted a series of increas¬ 
ingly aggressive maneuvers ac¬ 
companied by warnings for [the] 
Decatur to depart the area” dur¬ 
ing the encounter. 

“The PRC destroyer approached 
within 45 yards of [the] Decatur’s 
bow, after which [the] Decatur 
maneuvered to prevent a colli¬ 
sion,” he said in the statement. 

The Navy is now determining 
whether it will officially release 
the images to the public. 

doornbos.caitlin(I)stripes.com 
Twitter: (aCaitlinDoornbos 
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PACIFIC _ 

USS Wasp stops for a break in Singapore 


By Christian Lopez 

Stars and Stripes 

The USS Wasp arrived in Sin¬ 
gapore on Tuesday, a week after 
its strike group of 2,200 sailors 
and Marines were denied a port 
visit to Hong Kong by Beijing. 
The Sasebo, Japan-based Wasp 

— accompanied by the land¬ 
ing dock ship USS Ashland and 
members of the Okinawa-based 
31st Marine Expeditionary Unit 

— have been patrolling the West¬ 
ern Pacific since early August. 

The Wasp’s commander, Capt. 


Colby Howard, said the sailors 
and Marines were “very excited 
for some well-deserved time 
ashore after two very successful 
months” at sea, a Navy statement 
said. 

Late last month, China turned 
down a US. request for the group 
to stop in Hong Kong in October. 
The denial came a day after 10 
percent tariffs on $200 billion of 
annual Chinese imports went into 
effect. 

The US. also had recently is¬ 
sued sanctions on China after dis¬ 
covering the country had bought 


fighter jets from Russia and a 
surface-to-air missile system, 
and in May disinvited China from 
its large-scale multinational Rim 
of the Pacific exercise. 

The Wasp strike group recent¬ 
ly conducted a drill focused on 
defending its ships in the South 
China Sea, where on Sunday a 
Chinese destroyer veered within 
45 yards of the USS Decatur in 
“an unsafe and unprofessional 
maneuver” in the Spratly Islands, 
the Navy said. 

The Navy regularly sends 
its ships on patrols through the 


South and East China seas to 
maintain freedom of navigation 
through the international waters 
that China attempts to claim. 

The country is militarizing re¬ 
claimed land in the seas and reg¬ 
ularly disputes the sovereignty of 
islands in the region. 

The strike group’s patrol has 
also included disaster relief oper¬ 
ations. After Typhoon Mangkhut 
struck the Northern Marianas 
on Sept. 10, its ships positioned 
themselves behind the then-Cat¬ 
egory 2 storm and had aircraft in 
the air by sunrise the next day. 


said Task Force 76 commander 
Rear Adm. Brad Cooper. 

“Within hours, we had Marines 
and sailors on ground assessing 
damage and preparing for recov¬ 
ery,” he told Stars and Stripes via 
telephone from the Wasp on Sept. 
13. 

Mangkhut later plowed into 
Hong Kong, becoming the most 
powerful storm to hit the city 
since 1979, according to the Hong 
Kong Observatory. 

lopez.christian@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CLopez_Stripes 



Air Force Maj. Buckley Kozlowski, commander of Detachment 1, 353rd Special 
Operations Group, speaks to reporters about the CV-22 Osprey at Yokota Air Base, 
Japan, on Wednesday. 

Japanese press get their 
first glimpse of Ospreys 

By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 


YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — Japa¬ 
nese reporters got a close-up look at one of 
five Air Force CV-22 Ospreys at the home 
of US. Forces Japan in western Tokyo on 
Wednesday. 

The journalists were allowed to take 
photos and video and clamber inside the 
tilt-rotor aircraft in a hangar before a 
short question-and-answer session with 
Air Force M^. Buckley Kozlowski, com¬ 
mander of Detachment 1, 353rd Special 
Operations Group. 

The locals wanted to know technical 
details about the CV-22s, which arrived 
at Yokota in the spring but departed for 
training outside Japan over the summer 
and officially began their tenure at the 
base Monday. 

There have been regular protests near 
the base this year by activists concerned 
about noise and safety issues that may be 
associated with the helicopter-plane hy¬ 
brids. In February, the commander of one 
of Okinawa’s two Marine Corps Osprey 
squadrons was fired, about six months 
after a crash off Australia’s eastern coast 
killed three Marines. 

Kozlowski told the reporters that the 
CV-22 is an “extremely safe aircraft.” The 


airmen who fly and maintain it are skilled 
at accomplishing missions while keeping 
safety a priority, he said. 

“Yokota is the primary Western Pacific 
airlift hub for peacetime and contingency 
operations,” he said. “Forward-basing 
the CV-22 at Yokota Air Base provides in¬ 
creased capability for the defense of Japan 
as well as capability for disaster relief and 
humanitarian assistance.” 

Members of the unit were happy to see 
long lines of locals lining up to see and 
learn about the aircraft during Yokota’s re¬ 
cent Japanese-American Friendship Festi¬ 
val, Kozlowski said. Reporters wanted to 
know about the unit operating the CV-22s 
and what sort of activities they’d be in¬ 
volved in. Officials didn’t provide detailed 
information about plans for the Ospreys. 

“All of our tactical training is conducted 
at approved locations coordinated between 
the U.S. government and the government 
of Japan,” Kozlowski said. “The training 
we conduct is done with an eye towards 
maximizing safety.” 

Ten CV-22s will eventually be assigned 
to Yokota. The timeline for that to happen 
will be coordinated between the U.S. and 
Japanese governments, he added. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 


USS Blue Ridge 
returns to sea 
after 2 years 

By Caitlin Doornbos 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE, Japan 
— One of the most prominent berths at 
Yokosuka was unusually bare Wednesday 
morning, causing passersby to stop along 
the sidewalk and take photos of the pier. 

The USS Blue Ridge returned to sea 
Tuesday after two years of maintenance, 
upgrades and repairs, said 7th Fleet spokes¬ 
man Lt. Joe Keiley, leaving empty its berth 
near a m^or base intersection where its 
sat since leaving dry dock in January. 

“While at sea, the crew and embarked 
7th Fleet staff are exercising the ship’s pri¬ 
mary mission to command and control 7th 
Fleet,” Keiley said. 

Commissioned in 1970, the Blue Ridge 
is the Navy’s oldest operational ship. It 
was scheduled in June 2016 to undergo 14 
months of maintenance, repairs, refurbish- 
ments and system upgrades, but unexpect¬ 
ed issues arose with its engineering plant, 
causing it to be kept in dry dock past the 
scheduled completion date of August 2017. 

The repairs cost more than $60 million 
and took about 135,000 man-hours to com¬ 
plete, the Navy previously said. Vice Chief 
of Naval Operations Adm. William Moran 
told Stars and Stripes last month that hav¬ 
ing the Blue Ridge back to sea would be 
worth the effort and expense. 

“We have invested a lot of money into 
keeping that ship relevant for what that 
ship is made for, which is a command ship 
for the 7th Fleet commander,” he said. “It’s 
an old ship, but she’s got all the modern ca¬ 
pabilities and then some, which says a lot 
about our commitment.” 

Seventh Fleet staff moved back onto 


Associated Press 

Okinawa Gov.-elect Denny Tamaki said 
Monday that he would ask both the Japa¬ 
nese and U.S. governments to hold talks 
with him about the planned transfer of the 
U.S. Marine Corps’ Futenma Air Station in 
Ginowan to the Henoko area in Nago, both 
in the prefecture, saying that the transfer 
is unnecessary. 

“If drills currently held at the Futenma 
station take place at U.S. bases outside 
Japan in rotation, neither the Futenma 
station nor its transfer to Henoko will be 



Adam THOMAs/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 


The USS Blue Ridge is back at sea after 
two years of repairs and maintenance. 

their flagship this past summer from tem¬ 
porary on-base offices used since 2016 
when maintenance on the vessel began. 

The ship’s boilers were re-lit in June. 

In combat, the Blue Ridge would be 
used as a central planning vessel. During 
peacetime, bringing the flagship and the 
7th Fleet’s leadership on port visits sends 
a strong message to allies. 

Keiley said this concept is unique in that 
it “is the only fleet that brings the staff out 
to sea to operate this way” for long lengths 
of time. 

The 6th Fleet uses its USS Mount Whit¬ 
ney command ship in a similar manner, 
but for shorter periods, Keiley said. 

After touring the Blue Ridge last month, 
Moran told Stars and Stripes the spe¬ 
cially designed ship serves an important 
purpose. 

“If we have to fight out here, you’re going 
to want to be mobile; you’re going to want 
to be out where the action is and be able to 
communicate intent by the fleet command¬ 
er,” he said. “And that ship is custom made 
for that purpose.” 

It is unclear when the Blue Ridge will re¬ 
turn to Yokosuka, since the Navy does not 
discuss ship movements. 

doornbos.caitlin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @CaitlinDoornbos 


needed,” Tamaki said. 

It was the first time he had suggested an 
alternative solution to the plan, which he 
did not do during the campaign. Tamaki 
won the gubernatorial election on Sunday. 

“For example, if there can be a situation 
in which [the U.S. military] holds no drills 
in Okinawa Prefecture, using instead U.S. 
military facilities in Guam and on Tinian 
Island (a self-governing territory of the 
United States), then it won’t be necessary 
to build a new base in the Henoko area,” 
he explained. 


Okinawa governor: Base move not needed 
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Colonel takes plea in misconduct case 

Nonjudicial punishment stems from sex case involving airman at Mildenhall 


By Kelsey Landis 

Belleville (III.) News-Democrat 

An Air Force colonel took a 
plea deal following an investiga¬ 
tion into sexual misconduct ac¬ 
cusations involving incidents at 
RAF Mildenhall, England, offi¬ 
cials confirmed Monday. 

Col. John Howard, who served 
most recently as commander of 
Scott Air Force Base, agreed to ac¬ 
cept discipline without a military 
trial in a process known as nonju¬ 
dicial punishment proceedings. 

Howard’s discipline includes 
a reprimand and forfeiture of 
$5,420 per monthly pay period for 
two months. 

Howard was still on active duty 
as of Monday at Scott Air Force 
Base, but was not in a command 
position, according to Capt. Ryan 
DeCamp, a spokesman for the 
18th Air Force. 

Howard will keep his colonel 
rank while on active duty, but that 
could change when he applies for 
retirement. An officer who has 
received nonjudicial punishment 
must go through an officer-grade 
determination process, DeCamp 
said. 

That will determine if he retires 


as a colonel or if he is demoted to 
a lower rank, which would come 
with lower retirement pay. 

The nonjudicial punishment 
does not constitute a criminal 
conviction. 

Sexual assault charges were 
originally filed against Howard 
in June, though he was ultimately 
disciplined for conduct unbecom¬ 
ing an officer and fraternization 
with a junior enlisted airman. 

Howard’s defense attorney, 
Richard Stevens, did not im¬ 
mediately return a request for 
comment. 

Howard sought a relationship 
with “a very junior airman” in his 
command, the formal reprimand 
stated. He made “disgusting re¬ 
marks” about his penis to her and 
regularly attempted to flirt with 
her, the reprimand stated. 

“You placed this airman in 
a terrible position of coercion 
based on your rank,” former 
18th Air Force Commander Lt. 
Gen. Giovanni Tuck wrote in the 
reprimand. 

Tuck was commander of the 
18th Air Force when he decided 
to oust Howard. Tuck has since 
taken a post as director for logis¬ 
tics in Arlington, Va. 


The charges stem from his time 
at RAF Mildenhall in the United 
Kingdom, where Howard served 
as vice commander of the 100th 
Air Refueling Wing. His conduct 
went on from March 2016 to No¬ 
vember 2017. 

Howard also discussed private 
information about other officers 
with the airman and performed a 
sex act on her in her hotel room, 
according to the reprimand. 

Howard’s actions continued 
when he became a commander at 
Scott Air Force Base. He contin¬ 
ued to send the airman text mes¬ 
sages about how much he missed 
her. Howard also insulted a se¬ 
nior master sergeant in his text 
messages, sent selfies and told 
the airman she was “darling” and 
“gorgeous.” 

“Your blatant disregard for 
standards has degraded bound¬ 
aries between officers and the 
enlisted force,” Tuck stated in the 
reprimand. “Your actions eroded 
good order, discipline, and re¬ 
spect for your position and for au¬ 
thority. From this point forward I 
expect you to not conduct yourself 
in the way you failed before.” 

Howard accepted the pretrial 
agreement on July 2, and an ap¬ 


peals process ended Sept. 10, ac¬ 
cording to DeCamp. Howard had 
been set to go to trial this past 
summer. 

The victim did not wish to tes¬ 
tify in court-martial proceedings, 
according to Capt. Lauren Kerby, 
a Special Victims Counsel judge 
advocate. 

“After much consideration, my 
client has decided not to testify 
in the subject court-martial pro¬ 
ceeding,” Kerby said in a pre¬ 
pared statement. “For my client, 
an expeditious resolution honor¬ 
ing her desire not to participate in 
a court-martial while still holding 
Colonel Howard accountable for 
his actions is justice.” 

Howard was originally charged 
with two counts of cruelty and 
maltreatment, two counts of sex¬ 
ual assault, one count of conduct 
unbecoming an officer and one 
count of fraternization in viola¬ 
tion of the Uniform Code of Mili¬ 
tary Justice. 

Howard was commander of the 
375th Air Mobility Wing until De¬ 
cember, when the commander of 
the 18th Air Force replaced him, 
saying he lost confidence in How¬ 
ard’s ability to lead the wing. 


Fort Drum 
to mark 
Mogadishu 
anniversary 

Associated Press 

FORT DRUM, N.Y—Sol¬ 
diers at Fort Drum and vet¬ 
erans of the battle depicted 
in the film “Black Hawk 
Down” are commemorat¬ 
ing the engagement’s 25th 
anniversary. 

Officials with the 10th 
Mountain Division say 
three days of events that 
began Wednesday will 
honor the veterans of the 
Battle of Mogadishu and 
the 18 American soldiers 
who were killed in Somalia 
25 years ago this week. 

The battle began Oct. 
3, 1993, when two Black 
Hawk helicopters were 
shot down as Army Rang¬ 
ers and Delta Force teams 
conducted raids to capture 
Somali warlords who con¬ 
trolled food sources meant 
for starving civilians. 

The events include a 
screening of a documenta¬ 
ry film about the battle and 
a panel discussion. 
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US willing to lend cyberwarfare tools to NATO 



Photos courtesy of NATO 


Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, left, is met at NATO Headquarters 
in Brussels by Kay Bailey Hutchison, the American ambassador to 
NATO. 


By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. will make cyber¬ 
warfare capabilities available to 
NATO to bolster the alliance’s ef¬ 
forts to counter Russian hacking 
and network espionage, a senior 
U.S. official said. 

The announcement is likely to 
come during a two-day defense 
ministers’ meeting at NATO 
headquarters in Brussels, which 
opened Wednesday. The UK. and 
Denmark are expected to offer 
similar support. 

“We will formally announce 
that the United States is prepared 
to offer NATO its cyber capabili¬ 
ties if asked,” Katie Wheelbarger, 
a senior Pentagon official, told re¬ 
porters traveling to Brussels with 
U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Mat¬ 
tis. The U.S. will maintain con¬ 
trol of its capabilities but would 
use them for NATO operations 
if called upon, Wheelbarger told 
Reuters. 

NATO has begun to make cy¬ 
berwarfare a priority as attacks 
on the West have increased from 
adversaries such as Russia and 
China. 

In July, NATO heads of state 
agreed to establish a new cyber 
operations center. Allies have 
designated the cyber realm as a 


military domain on par with land, 
sea and air operations. 

The White House last month 
said it has authorized offensive 
cyber operations against un¬ 
named adversaries, a move that 
coincided with the Trump admin¬ 
istration’s loosening of rules gov¬ 
erning the use of cyberweapons. 

The Pentagon’s 2018 cyber 
strategy document also empha¬ 


sizes taking the initiative against 
adversaries. 

“The Department must take 
action in cyberspace during day- 
to-day competition to preserve 
U.S. military advantages and to 
defend U.S. interests,” the docu¬ 
ment states. 

“Our focus will be on the states 
that can pose strategic threats to 
U.S. prosperity and security, par- 



NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg said he expects 
more nations to offer up national 
cyber capabilities when needed 
to bolster NATO defenses. 

ticularly China and Russia.” 

U.S. capabilities range from 
tools that disrupt or infiltrate com¬ 
munication networks to worming 
into state infrastructure. 

One prominent example was 
the Stuxnet worm reportedly de¬ 
ployed in 2010 to disrupt Iran’s 
nuclear facility, though Washing¬ 
ton never publicly acknowledged 
its role. 


NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg told reporters at 
NATO headquarters Wednesday 
that he expected more nations to 
offer national cyber capabilities 
when needed to bolster NATO 
defenses. 

“We have seen an increasing 
number of cyberattacks,” Stol¬ 
tenberg said. “They are more fre¬ 
quent and more sophisticated.” 

During talks in Brussels, mili¬ 
tary commanders will update de¬ 
fense ministers on the progress of 
the new cyber operations, Stolten¬ 
berg said. 

In 2016, NATO agreed that a 
cyberattack could trigger an Ar¬ 
ticle 5 response from the alliance, 
citing the provision that an attack 
on one member demands a col¬ 
lective response from all. 

But member states are still de¬ 
bating when electronic intrusions 
rise to that level. 

Also during the Brussels sum¬ 
mit, allies are expected to discuss 
concerns about Russia’s alleged 
violation of the Intermediate- 
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, as 
well as progress on two new head¬ 
quarters intended to speed the 
movement of NATO forces across 
the Atlantic and around Europe. 

vandiver.johndistripes.com 
Twitter: (I)john_vandiver 




9 a.m. — 2 p.m. 
Yokosuka CPO Club 

This all-you-can-eat buffet includes a breakfast 
section with a waffle and omelet station, bacon, 
sausage, eggs made to order, fresh baked breads, rolls, 
and croissants. Also everyone’s favorite pasta station, 
two CPO special carving stations, a Japanese noodle 
station and an international section featuring weekly 
delicacies from around the world. 

For more information please caU 243-5506. 

Adults $19.95 / Children (ages 6-11) $10.95 / Children 
(ages 5 & under) Free 
Open to aU hands. 
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VETERANS 


lAVA highlights suicide crisis 



Meredith TiBBETTs/Stars and Stripes 


Stephanie Mullen, the research director at Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans A, goes 
through flags planted at the National Mall. There was a flag for every military 
person and veteran who committed suicide in 2018 through Oct. 3. 


By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Thousands of Amer¬ 
ican flags filled a grassy expanse on the 
National Mall on Wednesday morning, 
each of them representing a veteran or 
a servicemember who died by suicide in 
2018 so far. 

Mgj. Sandra Lee Altamirano, of the 
Army Reserve, said she took military 
leave to help place the 5,520 U.S. flags. 
She recently lost three friends to suicide, 
two of whom were veterans. 

A couple of years ago, after serving 
three deployments in Iraq, she contem¬ 
plated suicide herself 

“Each of these flags is a name, a per¬ 
son. Three of them are my friends, and 
one could’ve been me,” said Altamirano, 
now a suicide prevention liaison in the Re¬ 
serve. “I hope this helps people see how 
vast of an issue this is. It’s overwhelming. 
It’s a crisis.” 

The flags were placed on the Mall by 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of Amer¬ 
ica, an advocacy group trying to draw 
awareness to the issue of veteran suicide. 

On Wednesday, the scene grabbed the 
attention of tourists, who took photos 
of the small flags with the Washington 
Monument in the background. 

A new report released last week by the 
Department of Veterans Affairs shows 
suicide among veterans and service- 
members continues to be higher than in 
the rest of the U.S. population. Veterans 
accounted for 14 percent of all suicides in 
the United States in 2016, yet they make 
up 8 percent of the population. 

The rate of suicide among young veter¬ 
ans substantially increased from 2015 to 
2016. For every 100,000 veterans age 18 
to 34, 45 committed suicide in 2016 — up 
from 40.4 for every 100,000 in 2015. 

Rates have also increased among fe¬ 
male veterans and some members of the 
National Guard and Reserve. 

The release of the report last week 
coincided with a hearing of the House 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. Several 
lawmakers questioned why there hasn’t 
been significant improvement, given that 
Congress has increased the amount of 


money that it allots for VA mental health 
programs. 

“I’m beyond frustrated about the num¬ 
bers and data,” said Keita Frankhn, execu¬ 
tive director of the VA’s suicide prevention 
program. “Having worked in this field as 
long as I have, it’s frustrating. When I try 
to think about what we’re missing ... we 
tend to do a lot of one thing at a time and 
do it very well, full throttle. Preventing 
suicide takes a bundle of 10 to 12 things 
done at full throttle, all the time.” 

Of the approximately 20 veterans who 
commit suicide every day, 14 are not re¬ 
ceiving health care from the VA. Part of 
the VA’s effort is getting veterans to seek 
help. 

Stephanie Keegan traveled from New 
York to help plant flags Wednesday 
morning. Her son Daniel was a veteran 
of the war in Afghanistan who died of a 
drug overdose in 2016 while struggling 
with post-traumatic stress disorder. He 
had waited 16 months to get into a VA 


mental health program, Keegan said. He 
was supposed to be admitted Jan. 23. He 
died Jan. 8. 

Daniel Keegan had wanted to become 
involved in veterans advocacy. So now, 
Stephanie Keegan is dedicating her life 
to it. She has left her son’s photo in every 
House lawmaker’s office, met with VA 
secretaries and is involved with lAVA, in 
addition to other advocacy efforts. 

“I get to do the work that he wanted to 
do, and I feel like he’s sitting on my shoul¬ 
der all the time,” Keegan said. “It’s been 
an opportunity to educate people on what 
a really struggling veteran looks like be¬ 
cause he didn’t look like anything you 
would expect. He was healthy as could 
be, but he was catastrophically ill for the 
last two years of his life.” 

To reach the Veterans Crisis Line, text 
838255 or dial 1-800-273-8255 and press 
1 . 


wentling.nikkidistripes.com 
Twitter: @nikkiwentling 


Robotic wheelchair promises vets a better ride 


By Will Morris 

Stars and Stripes 

WIESBADEN, Germany — A new ro¬ 
botic wheelchair that shifts its shape and 
wheel configuration to match terrain could 
help restore independence for thousands 
of catastrophically disabled veterans. 

The chair, being developed by re¬ 
searchers at the University of Pittsburgh, 
was one of several new mobility technolo¬ 
gies the scientists shared on Monday with 
medical professionals at Clay Kaseme’s 
mission command center. 

“This type of wheelchair gives you 
independence, to reach something on a 
high shelf for example, and to keep the 
rider safe indoors and outdoors,” said 
Sivashankar Sivakanthan, a graduate 
researcher at Pitt. “The benefits add up 
very quickly.” 

The Mobility Enhancement Robotic 
wheelchair, or MEBot, draws on new de¬ 
velopments in robotics and pneumatics to 
enable wheels and other parts to change 
configuration with the flick of a switch. 

The wheels, for example, can slide for¬ 
ward or backward to negotiate a curb that 



Will MoRRis/Stars and Stripes 


Sivashankar Sivakanthan demonstrates 
a MEBot on Wednesday in Wiesbaden, 
Germany. 


a normal electric wheelchair couldn’t 
handle. By tilting forward, backward and 
from side to side, the chair can prevent a 
rider from falling out of the chair. 

The movements also make the chair 
less likely to topple over, which is the No. 
1 reason people in wheelchairs go to the 


emergency room, said Rory Cooper, di¬ 
rector of Pitt’s Human Engineering Re¬ 
search Laboratories. 

Development of the chair is a joint 
project of the laboratory, Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center and the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

The projected cost of the chair — about 
$30,000 — puts it on par with current 
electric wheelchairs. Cooper said. The 
MEBot is expected to be available for 
purchase in about five years, he said. 

Also at Clay Kaserne on Monday, the 
Pitt scientists demonstrated a wheelchair 
powered by compressed air. Besides the 
environmental advantages, the pneumat¬ 
ic chair can be driven in swimming pools, 
giving disabled veterans greater access. 

Another wheelchair they displayed is 
designed for racing. It uses hand cranks 
and woven composite graphite for areas 
that would normally succumb to the 
strains sustained during racing. 

According to the Paralyzed Veterans of 
America, there are 100,000 veterans who 
suffer from spinal cord injury or disease. 

morris.william(i)stripes.com 
Twitter: willatstripes 


War vet ends 
bid for mayor 

By Nikki Wentling 
Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON—Jason Kander, an Afghan¬ 
istan War veteran who is widely praised as a 
rising star in the Democratic party, withdrew 
Tuesday from the Kansas City, Mo., mayoral 
race to seek help for depression and symptoms 
of post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Last week, Kander called the Veterans Cri¬ 
sis Line and told a crisis responder that he had 
suicidal thoughts. On Monday, he went to the 
Kansas City VA Medical Center, where he’s 
planning to receive regular treatment. 

“To allow me to concentrate on my mental 
health. I’ve decided that I will not be running for 
mayor of Kansas City,” Kander wrote Tuesday. 

Kander posted a letter on his campaign web¬ 
site and Facebook page explaining his mental 
health struggles. He hopes that being forthcom¬ 
ing will help veterans and others who are work¬ 
ing through mental health issues, he said. 

“I wish I would have sought help sooner, so 
if me going public with my struggle makes just 
one person seek assistance, doing this publicly 
is worth it to me,” he wrote. 

Kander, 37, was an Army intelligence offi¬ 
cer in Afghanistan in 2005. When he returned 
home, he became involved in politics and won a 
seat in the Missouri House 
of Representatives in 2008. 

In 2012, he was elected to 
be Missouri Secretary of 
State, becoming the first 
millennial in the coun¬ 
try elected to a statewide 
office. He was 32 at the 
time. 

Kander entered the 2016 
U.S. Senate election and 
won the Democratic pri¬ 
mary, but he was defeated 
in the general election by 
Sen. Roy Blunt, the Republican incumbent. He 
entered the Kansas City mayoral race in June. 

He detailed his wartime and political expe¬ 
rience in a memoir, “Outside the Wire,” which 
was published in August and is now a New York 
Times Bestseller. 

Since 2005, his deployment in Afghanistan 
has affected him every day, he wrote Tues¬ 
day. For years, he rejected the notion of having 
PTSD because he felt he “didn’t earn it.” 

“But on some level, I knew something was 
deeply wrong, and that it hadn’t felt that way 
before my deployment,” he wrote. “After 11 
years of this, I finally took a step toward deal¬ 
ing with it, but I didn’t step far enough.” 

Kander went to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs four months ago, but at the time was “too 
scared to acknowledge my true symptoms.” He 
was afraid of the stigma and potential political 
fallout, he said. 

His symptoms recently worsened. 

“Last Tuesday, I found out that we were going 
to raise more money than any Kansas City may- 
oral campaign ever has in a single quarter,” he 
wrote. “But instead of celebrating that accom¬ 
plishment, I found myself on the phone with the 
VA’s Veterans Crisis Line, tearfully conceding 
that, yes, I have had suicidal thoughts. And it 
wasn’t the first time.” 

In “Outside the Wire,” Kander wrote he was 
lucky to not experience PTSD. On Tuesday, he 
said when he wrote that he was “just trying to 
convince myself” 

According to the VA, 11 to 18 percent of vet¬ 
erans from the Afghanistan and Iraq wars will 
struggle with PTSD when they return. That’s 
higher than the rest of the population, among 
which 7 to 8 percent experience PTSD. 

Kander thought running to be mayor of Kan¬ 
sas City, his hometown, would “fill the hole in¬ 
side of me.” 

“After 11 years of trying to outrun depression 
and PTSD symptoms, I have finally concluded 
that it’s faster than me,” he said. “That I have to 
stop running, turn around and confront it.” 

wentling.niki<i@strlpes.com 

Twitter: @nikkiwentiing 
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MILITARY _ 

Ex-sailor suspected of sending suspicious letters 


By Corey Dickstein 

Stars and Stripes 

WASHINGTON — A former Navy sailor 
is suspected by the FBI of sending suspi¬ 
cious envelopes addressed to President 
Donald Trump, Defense Secretary Jim 
Mattis and Adm. John Richardson that au¬ 
thorities believe contained a deadly poison, 
according to a news report Wednesday. 

The letters which officials suspected con¬ 
tained ricin were intercepted Monday and 
no one was reported injured, officials said. 
At least one of the envelopes contained a 
return address that led FBI investigators 


to a suspect who once served in the Navy, 
according to a Fox News report that cited 
unnamed U.S. officials. 

Pentagon and FBI officials declined to 
confirm the report. Fox did not name the 
suspect. 

The Secret Service said Tuesday that 
the envelope addressed to Trump was not 
received at the White House, nor did it ever 
enter the White House. The agency did not 
speak to the contents of the envelope or 
where it was received Monday. 

The White House had no comment. 

The two letters addressed to Mattis and 
Richardson were discovered Monday at the 


Pentagon’s mail sorting center, a defense 
official said Tuesday. The official spoke on 
condition of anonymity because the FBI 
was leading the probe into the incident. 

Neither Mattis, who is now in Brussels, 
nor Richardson, the chief of naval opera¬ 
tions, were endangered, the official said. 

The letters never reached the Pentagon 
building, said Chris Sherwood, a Defense 
Department spokesman. The mail center 
is located on the Pentagon grounds but in 
a separate facility built after anthrax was 
found in government mail in 2001. 

The FBI took custody of the envelopes, 
which underwent further testing Tuesday, 


an FBI spokeswoman said. She declined 
additional comment. 

All mail received Monday at the Penta¬ 
gon facility was quarantined, according to 
a Pentagon statement released Tuesday. 
No Pentagon personnel were endangered. 

Ricin is a deadly poison that is found in 
castor beans, according the national Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and Prevention. 
A small amount of ricin exposure by in¬ 
halation or ingestion can be deadly within 
three days, according to the CDC. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report. 

dickstein.corey@stripes.com 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 
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Navy marks end of Combat Camera units 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Mattis, who announced the 
policy in February, said it would 
ensure the burden of deploying 
was better spread throughout the 
military force and it would in¬ 
crease combat readiness because 
more servicemembers would be 
available to deploy. 

Servicemembers who cannot 
deploy “need to find something 
else to do,” he said at the time. 
“I’m not going to have some peo¬ 
ple deploying constantly and then 
other people, who seem not to pay 
that price, in the U.S. military.” 

The new policy requires each 
service to track the number of 
nondeployable servicemembers 
in its ranks and report them to 
Mattis. Though the service was 
officially implemented Monday, 
the services began reporting to 
Mattis on a voluntary basis earlier 
this year as they worked to deter¬ 
mine the scope of the problem. 

The policy does not represent a 
dramatic change for the military, 
said Mike Melillo, the Pentagon’s 
deputy director for force manage¬ 
ment. The Pentagon has long had 
policies in place to remove troops 
for medical and administrative 
reasons, but the new policy is 
designed to streamline that pro¬ 


cess and inspire servicemembers 
who want to remain in uniform to 
maintain deployable status. 

Troops are already taking it 
seriously, Melillo said, citing the 
improving statistics during the 
course of the year. 

“What we’ve seen in the lead- 
up to this ... we’ve seen some of 
those readiness numbers, those 
nondeployable numbers come 
down,” he said. “It’s the impact 
the secretary had hoped to see.” 

Some troops will be exempted 
from the new policy, said Patricia 
Mulcahy, the director of officer 
and enlisted personnel manage¬ 
ment. Exempted servicemem¬ 
bers include troops injured in 
combat and pregnant and post¬ 
partum women. Servicemembers 
within three years of retirement 
can be granted an exemption and 
service secretaries can approve 
other exemptions on a case-by- 
case basis. 

The Pentagon’s goal is to bring 
each of the military services 
— the Army, Air Force, Navy and 
Marine Corps — to a maximum 
of 5 percent of its force in a non¬ 
deployable state at any time, Mul¬ 
cahy said. 

Some of the military services 
had already reached the goal, 
Mulcahy said. However, she de¬ 


clined to identify which services 
had reached the goal or provide 
specific statistics for each ser¬ 
vice, citing security concerns. 

Of the 126,000 servicemembers 
listed in nondeployable status as 
of Aug. 31, 66,000 were unable to 
deploy due to an illness or injury, 
according to Pentagon statistics. 
More so, 24,000 of the troops un¬ 
able to deploy were considered 
permanently nondeployable and 
would likely face the possibility of 
being removed from the service. 

The August numbers were the 
most recent available, officials 
said. Statistics for September are 
not expected to be published until 
later this month. 

Pentagon officials do not envi¬ 
sion a massive dismissal of non- 
deployabe troops in the coming 
months, Mulcahy said. 

So far, servicemembers seem 
to be accepting the message and 
committing to stay in a deploy¬ 
able status as much as possible, 
she said. 

“This policy was not designed 
to push people out,” Mulcahy said. 
“It is to reinforce and emphasize 
to get our nondeployable members 
back to a deployable status.” 

dickstein.corey@stripes.'corfr 

Twitter: @CDicksteinDC 


By Courtney Mabeus 

The Virginian-Pilot 

NORFOLK, Va. — A photo 
taken by Johnny Bivera as a 
young petty officer third class 
during his first tour in Navy Ex¬ 
peditionary Combat Camera in 
1992 may have prevented an in¬ 
ternational incident. 

Bivera had been assigned to 
photograph a live-fire beach 
landing exercise involving U.S. 
Marines and their South Ameri¬ 
can counterparts. After it was 
over, children and spectators ran 
out to a berm to grab shell cas¬ 
ings as souvenirs. Then there 
was an explosion that injured at 
least two children and killed one, 
Bivera said. 

The U.S. was being blamed. Bi¬ 
vera was ordered to document the 


scene. When he was done shooting, 
he developed his film in a dark¬ 
room set up in a tiny bathroom on 
the destroyer USS O’Bannon. As 
the sun rose, he laid out his prints 
before an admiral. 

“My pictures clearly showed 
that there were numerous dead 
mortar rounds stuck in the 
ground,” Bivera said. “Imag¬ 
ery also showed our Marines 
were only using (light anti-tank 
weapon) rockets while they were 
lobbing mortar shells. So the im¬ 
portance of visual imagery at that 
moment became clear to me.” 

Bivera declined to name who 
was at fault for those mortars. He 
retired as a chief petty officer in 
2006. 

Bivera shared his story before 
a small crowd of former and cur¬ 
rent Navy combat photographers 


and videographers. They gath¬ 
ered at Naval Station Norfolk 
recently for a ceremony to mark 
the end of Combat Camera. The 
Navy announced late last year 
that it would disband the Nor- 
folk-based command, as well as a 
similar one in San Diego, at the 
end of the fiscal year — Monday 
— to save money. 

The Navy started putting pho¬ 
tographers in aircraft during 
World War I for aerial recon¬ 
naissance missions. Its combat 
photographers have documented 
every major conflict since, as 
well as training exercises and 
other missions, not just for pub¬ 
lic use but to document the work 
of its sailors. It was a tight-knit 
group with specialized train¬ 
ing that allowed them to embed 
across military units, including 


Policy: Some troops will be exempted 


with Navy SEALs, as well as dive 
on underwater wreckage and 
shoot aerial missions. 

Sailors who served in Com¬ 
bat Camera commands have 
been reassigned across the fleet. 
Those working as mass commu¬ 
nications specialists who need 
specialized training for the kind 
of assignments combat cam¬ 
era used to do will receive it as 
needed, Capt. Gregory Hicks, the 
service’s chief of naval informa¬ 
tion, said. 


Sean FuREY/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy 

Petty Officer 2nd Class Austin 
Simmons and Petty Officer 1st 
Class Blake Midnight conduct 
underwater photography training 
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Senators hit Trump 
for mocking Ford 


By Alan Fram, Michael 

Balsamo and Eric Tucker 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Two waver¬ 
ing Republican senators lambast¬ 
ed President Donald Trump on 
Wednesday for mocking a woman 
who has claimed Brett Kavana- 
ugh sexually assaulted her in the 
1980s, underscoring the risks of 
assailing Kavanaugh’s three ac¬ 
cusers as Senate support teeters 
for the Supreme Court nominee. 

The blowback to Trump’s scoff¬ 
ing at Christine Blasey Ford came 
as lawmakers awaited results of a 
revived FBI background check, 
expected imminently, on accu¬ 
sations of sexual misconduct by 
Kavanaugh in high school and 
college. Senate M^ority Leader 
Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., has said 
the chamber will vote on Kava¬ 
naugh later this week, and the 
conservative jurist’s fate is in the 
hands of a handful of undecided 
GOP and Democratic senators. 

At a political rally in Mississippi 
Tuesday night. Trump mimicked 
Ford’s responses at a Senate Ju¬ 
diciary Committee hearing last 
week at which she recounted Ka¬ 
vanaugh’s alleged attack on her 
when both were in high school. 
The audience laughed as Trump, 
at times inaccurately, recounted 
what he described as holes in her 
testimony. 

“I had one beer — that’s the 
only thing I remember,” Trump 
said. 

On NBC’s “Today” show 
Wednesday, Sen. Jeff Flake, 
R-Ariz., said that ridiculing 
“something this sensitive at a 
political rally is just not right.” 
Flake added, “I wish he hadn’t 
done it. It’s kind of appalling.” 

Separately, Sen. Susan Collins, 
R-Maine, told reporters, “The 
president’s comments were just 
plain wrong.” 

Trump’s aggressive criticism 


of Ford seems to reflect the senti¬ 
ments of some of his conservative 
supporters. But it raises questions 
about how such words will affect 
five senators — all moderates — 
whose votes on Kavanaugh will 
be decisive. 

Besides Flake and Collins, 
Republican Lisa Murkowski, of 
Alaska, and Democrats Joe Man- 
chin, of West Virginia and Heidi 
Heitkamp, of North Dakota, have 
yet to declare their positions on 
Kavanaugh. 

Flake has clashed repeatedly 
with Trump over his behavior 
and is retiring at year’s end. Col¬ 
lins has criticized Trump at times 
as well but not as often as Flake. 

Trump’s comments about Ford 
reflected a growing frustration 
among some in the White House, 
and by the president, that her 
story has not received the same 
level of scrutiny as Kavanaugh’s, 
said a person close to the process 
who was not authorized to speak 
publicly. 

Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell told reporters Tues¬ 
day that “I can tell you with cer¬ 
tainty” that the FBI report will 
be finished and the Senate will 
vote this week, though he didn’t 
specify when. Underscoring the 
GOP effort to vote on Kavanaugh 
quickly — and end the chances 
for fresh allegations to emerge 
— he said “it shouldn’t take long” 
for lawmakers to read the report. 

Democrats contend the inves¬ 
tigation has not been expanded 
to sufficient potential witnesses. 
Senate Minority Leader Chuck 
Schumer, D-N.Y., has said he 
wants senators to receive an FBI 
briefing on its findings at least 24 
hours before the chamber takes 
its first procedural vote on Ka¬ 
vanaugh, but Republicans have 
given no sign of assenting to that. 

The FBI has finished an inter¬ 
view with Chris Garrett, a high 
school friend of Kavanaugh. Gar¬ 


Lawyers question FBI’s 
Kavanaugh investigation 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Lawyers for 
two women who accuse Supreme 
Court nominee Brett Kavanaugh 
of sexual misconduct say they fear 
the FBI is not conducting a thor¬ 
ough investigation as Republican 
leaders steer toward a decisive 
vote on the nomination this week. 

Attorneys for Christine Blasey 
Ford, who says she was sexu¬ 
ally assaulted by Kavanaugh at 
a party when they were teenag¬ 
ers, wrote a letter to FBI Director 
Christopher Wray asking why the 
FBI hasn’t contacted their client 
after she offered to cooperate in 
the FBI’s reopened background 
investigation of Kavanaugh. 

Also Tuesday, an attorney 
for another accuser, Deborah 
Ramirez, said he’s seen no indi¬ 
cation that the FBI has reached 


out to any of the 20 people who 
Ramirez told them may be able 
to corroborate her account that 
Kavanaugh exposed himself to 
her when they were Yale fresh¬ 
men. The attorney, John Clune, 
said Ramirez was interviewed by 
the FBI on Sunday and provided 
agents with the witnesses’ con¬ 
tact numbers. 

Clune said he is concerned that 
the bureau “is not conducting — 
or not being permitted to conduct 
— a serious investigation.” 

Demonstrating that the inves¬ 
tigation is credible is crucial as 
the White House and Senate Re¬ 
publican leadership look to win 
the support of several wavering 
senators — including three Re¬ 
publicans — who will determine 
whether the 53-year-old conser¬ 
vative judge is confirmed to the 
lifetime post. 


Interview 
with accuser 
scrutinized 



Evan Vucci/AP 


President Donald Trump speaks during a campaign rally at Landers 
Center Arena in Southaven, Miss., on Tuesday. 


rett’s lawyer, William Sullivan, 
said Garrett has voluntarily co¬ 
operated with the FBI’s reopened 
background check, but he de¬ 
clined to comment further. 

Garrett is at the least fifth per¬ 
son known to have been inter¬ 
viewed since last Friday, when 
the White House directed the FBI 
to look again into the allegations. 

Others interviewed include 
Mark Judge, who Ford has said 
was in the bedroom where, she 
says, a drunken Kavanaugh sexu¬ 
ally attacked her at a 1982 high 
school gathering. Also interviewed 
were two other people Ford said 
were present but in a different 
room: Patrick “P.J.” Smyth and 
Leland Keyser. Judge, Smyth and 
Keyser say they don’t recall the 
incident described by Ford. 

Kavanaugh has denied the ac¬ 


cusations by Ford, by Deborah 
Ramirez, who says he exposed 
himself to her during a college 
party, and by Julie Swetnick, who 
has alleged she was victimized at 
a party attended by Kavanaugh 
and his friends. 

Besides Trump, Senate Repub¬ 
licans also began to aim credibil¬ 
ity questions at Ford. 

In a letter Tuesday night, the 
chairman of the Senate Judiciary 
Committee pressed Ford to turn 
over more information to sup¬ 
port her claim and accused her 
lawyers of “withholding material 
evidence.” Sen. Chuck Grassley 
repeated his request for notes 
from Ford’s therapy sessions, de¬ 
tails of her communications with 
The Washington Post and any re¬ 
cordings of her taking a lie detec¬ 
tor test. 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — When a third 
woman came forward to accuse 
Supreme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh of sexual misconduct 
during 1980s house parties in 
Maryland, some in the media kept 
their distance. NBC News made a 
different decision. 

MSNBC aired a 10-minute 
story Monday about reporter Kate 
Snow’s interview with Julie Swet¬ 
nick, with an excerpt on NBC’s 
“Nightly News.” The interview 
was a continued topic of conver¬ 
sation — and further reporting 
— on Tuesday. 

Kavanaugh has not just denied 
her allegations, he suggested 
they’re “from the Twilight Zone.” 
During the interview conducted 
Sunday, Snow said there were in¬ 
consistencies between what Swet¬ 
nick wrote in a sworn affidavit 
and what she told her. Attempts to 
reach people who could corrobo¬ 
rate her story were unsuccess¬ 
ful. Dispatches from other news 
organizations have questioned 
Swetnick’s credibility, including 
an Associated Press story that 
detailed her extensive history of 
legal disputes. 

Those are normal signals for 
news organizations to apply the 
brakes. 
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Report refutes Trump's self-made billionaire claim 


Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The New York 
Times reported Tuesday that 
President Donald Trump re¬ 
ceived at least $413 million from 
his father over the decades, much 
of that through dubious tax dodg¬ 
es, including outright fraud. 

The 15,000-word Times report 
contradicts Trump’s portrayal of 
himself as a self-made billionaire 
who started with just a $1 million 
loan from his father. 

The Times says Trump and 
his father, Fred, avoided gift and 
inheritance taxes by setting up a 
sham corporation and undervalu¬ 
ing assets to tax authorities. The 
Times says its report is based 
on more than 100,000 pages of 
financial documents, including 
confidential tax returns from the 
father and his companies. 


A lawyer for Trump, Charles J. 
Harder, told the Times that there 
was no “fraud or tax evasion” and 
that the facts cited in the report 
are “extremely inaccurate.” 

The White House dismissed 
the report as a “misleading at¬ 
tack against the Trump family 
by the failing New York Times.” 
It criticized the newspaper and 
other media outlets, saying their 
low credibility with the public is 
“because they are consumed with 
attacking the president and his 
family 24/7 instead of reporting 
the news.” 

The New York state tax depart¬ 
ment told The Associated Press 
that it is reviewing the allegations 
in the Times and “is vigorously 
pursuing all appropriate avenues 
of investigation.” The department 
typically refers findings to the 
state attorney general’s office. 



David Goldman/AP 


A radiology technician looks at a child's chest X-ray earlier this year. 
The Trump administration is quietly trying to weaken radiation rules. 

EPA seeks to change rules 
on exposure to radiation 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The EPA 
is pursuing rule changes that ex¬ 
perts say would weaken the way 
radiation exposure is regulated, 
turning to scientific outliers who 
argue that a bit of radiation dam¬ 
age is actually good for you — like 
a little bit of sunlight. 

The government’s current, de¬ 
cades-old guidance says that any 
exposure to harmful radiation is 
a cancer risk. Critics say the pro¬ 
posed change could lead to higher 
levels of exposure for workers at 
nuclear installations and oil and 
gas drilling sites, medical workers 
doing X-rays and CT scans, people 
living next to Superfund sites and 
any members of the public who 
one day might find themselves ex¬ 
posed to a radiation release. 

The Trump administration 
already has targeted a range of 
other regulations on toxins and 
pollutants, including coal power 
plant emissions and car exhaust, 
that it sees as costly and burden¬ 
some for businesses. Supporters 
of the EPA’s proposal argue the 
government’s current model that 
there is no safe level of radiation 
— the so-called linear no-thresh¬ 
old model — forces unnecessary 
spending for handling exposure 
in accidents, at nuclear plants, in 
medical centers and at other sites. 

At issue is the Environmental 
Protection Agency’s proposed rule 


on transparency in science. 

EPA spokesman John Konkus 
said Tuesday: “The proposed reg¬ 
ulation doesn’t talk about radiation 
or any particular chemicals. And 
as we indicated in our response, 
EPA’s policy is to continue to use 
the linear-no-threshold model for 
population-level radiation protec¬ 
tion purposes which would not, 
under the proposed regulation that 
has not been finalized, trigger any 
change in that policy.” 

But in an April news release an¬ 
nouncing the proposed rule, the 
agency quoted Edward Calabrese, 
a toxicologist at the University of 
Massachusetts who has said weak¬ 
ening limits on radiation exposure 
would save billions of dollars and 
have a positive impact on human 
health. 

The proposed rule would re¬ 
quire regulators to consider “vari¬ 
ous threshold models across the 
exposure range” when it comes 
to dangerous substances. While it 
doesn’t specify radiation, the re¬ 
lease quotes Calabrese calling the 
proposal “a major scientific step 
forward” in assessing the risk of 
“chemicals and radiation.” 

Konkus said the release was 
written during the tenure of for¬ 
mer EPA Administrator Scott 
Pruitt. He could not explain why 
Calabrese was quoted citing the 
impact on radiation levels if the 
agency does not believe there 
would be any. 


The Times says the Trump fam¬ 
ily hid millions of dollars of trans¬ 
fers from the father to his children 
through a sham company owned 
by the children called All County 
Building Supply & Maintenance. 
Set up in 1992 ostensibly as a 
purchasing agent to supply Fred 
Trump’s buildings with boilers, 
cleaning supplies and other goods, 
the father would pad invoices with 
markups of 20 percent or even 50 
percent, thereby avoiding gift 
taxes, the newspaper reports. 

The Times says that before Fred 
Trump died in the late 1990s, he 
transferred ownership of most of 
his real estate empire to his four 
living children. The value of the 
properties in tax returns summed 
up to $41.4 million, vastly less 
than the Times says they were 
worth. 

The same properties would be 


sold off over the next decade for 
more than 16 times that amount. 

In total, the president’s father 
and mother transferred more 
than $1 billion to their children, 
according to the Times tally. That 
should have produced a tax bill of 
at least $550 million, based on a 
55 percent tax on gifts and inheri¬ 
tance at the time. 

Instead, the children paid $52.2 
milhon, or about 5 percent. 

Tax experts cited in the report 
say that Trump is unlikely to face 
criminal prosecution in helping 
his parents evade taxes because 
the maneuvers occurred long 
ago and are past the statute of 
hmitation. 

The president’s brother Robert 
Trump said that “all appropriate 
gift and estate tax returns” were 
filed. “Our family has no other 
comment on these matters that 


happened some 20 years ago,” he 
said in a statement to the Times, 
“and would appreciate your re¬ 
specting the privacy of our de¬ 
ceased parents, may God rest 
their souls.” 

The Times report says docu¬ 
ments it reviewed show that the 
future president was earning 
$200,000 a year in today’s dollars 
at the age of 3. By the time Trump 
had graduated from college, the 
report says, he was getting the 
equivalent of $1 million a year 
from his father. 

When he was campaigning. 
Trump repeatedly boasted of his 
abihty to turn a small loan from 
his father into his fortune. “My fa¬ 
ther gave me a very small loan in 
1975,” he said, “and I built it into 
a company that’s worth many, 
many billions of dollars.” 
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Report: US unprepared for immigration policy 


By Colleen Long 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Immigra¬ 
tion officials were not prepared 
this past summer to manage the 
consequences of a “zero toler¬ 
ance” policy at the Southwest 
border, which resulted in the sep¬ 
aration of nearly 3,000 children 
from their parents. Homeland 
Security’s watchdog said in a re¬ 
port made public Tuesday. 

The resulting confusion along 
the border led to misinformation 
among separated parents who 
did not know why they had been 
taken from their children or how 
to reach them, longer detention for 
children at border facilities meant 
for short-term stays, and diffi¬ 
culty in identifying and reunit¬ 
ing families. Backlogs at ports of 


entry may have pushed some into 
illegally crossing the U.S-Mexico 
border, the report found. 

While the Trump administra¬ 
tion had been widely criticized 
for the policy, the criticism previ¬ 
ously came mostly from political 
opponents and not from indepen¬ 
dent, nonpolitical investigators. 

Investigators with Homeland 
Security’s Office of the Inspec¬ 
tor General compiled the report 
after speaking with about 50 im¬ 
migration employees, plus 17 de¬ 
tainees and parents who had been 
separated from their children and 
later released. They also reviewed 
documents and data. Homeland 
Security is the umbrella depart¬ 
ment for U.S. Customs and Bor¬ 
der Protection and Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement. 

Homeland Security officials 


say the report illustrates how dif¬ 
ficult it is to enforce broken and 
poorly written immigration laws. 
The inspector general, they said, 
wrongly mixed up what happens 
to immigrants caught crossing il¬ 
legally between borders with im¬ 
migrants who come to legal ports 
of entry seeking asylum. 

“This administration will no 
longer turn a blind eye to illegal 
immigration and will continue to 
refer illegal border crossers for 
prosecution,” Homeland Security 
spokeswoman Katie Waldman 
said. “We are committed to en¬ 
forcing the rule of law and ensur¬ 
ing that there are consequences 
for illegal actions.” 

Illegally crossing the U.S. bor¬ 
der had already been a criminal 
charge, but authorities had previ¬ 
ously avoided large-scale family 


Hundreds of teacher candidates 
shaking up midterm elections 



Ross D. Franklin/AP 


Kathy Hoffman, a public school speech therapist, is a Democratic 
candidate running for superintendent of public education in Phoenix. 


By Carolyn Thompson 

Associated Press 

Last September, school speech 
therapist Kathy Hoffman was 
settling into the new academic 
year, working with youngsters 
in her small classroom behind a 
playground at Sahuaro Ranch El¬ 
ementary School in a blue-collar 
neighborhood outside Phoenix. 

This year, the political novice 
is gone from her classroom and 
on the campaign trail across Ari¬ 
zona full-time as the Democrats’ 
choice in the race to become su¬ 
perintendent of public education, 
overseeing the state’s schools. It’s 
a post typically held by career 
politicians or political insiders. 

“My tipping point was realizing 
we need more teachers running 
for office, people who understand 
what it’s like in the classroom, 
who have seen the effect of hav¬ 
ing the lack of resources from our 
lawmakers,” Hoffman said. 

Hundreds of current and former 
educators, most of them Demo¬ 
crats hke Hoffman, are on general 
election ballots for positions from 
school board member to governor 
— far exceeding educator candi¬ 
dacies prior to this year’s success¬ 
ful #RedForEd protests. 

In her first campaign during the 
Democratic primary, Hoffman, 32, 
beat a former state senate minor¬ 
ity leader, illustrating how much a 
surge in teacher activism center¬ 
ing on higher teacher pay and in¬ 
creased educational funding have 
shaken up November midterm 
elections around the U.S. 

She and the other teacher can¬ 
didates represent a wild-card 
political movement following the 
teacher-driven #RedForEd effort 
that drew support from parents 
and schoolchildren in Arizona, 
Colorado, Kentucky, Oklahoma 
and West Virginia and also fo¬ 
cused on outdated textbooks, 
crowded classrooms and teacher 
shortages. 

Across the country, some edu¬ 
cators have already won primary 


races against the incumbent state 
legislators they blamed for public 
school spending cutbacks. 

“It’s about standing up for 
what’s right and bringing that 
teacher’s voice to that posi¬ 
tion,” Hoffman said. “I felt it 
should come straight from the 
classroom.” 

After years of dense education 
debates over teacher evaluations 
and the Common Core learning 
standards, the new teacher can¬ 
didates’ simplified message for 
higher pay and more funding for 
schools represent “talking points 
(that) are resonating,” said Fred¬ 
erick Hess, director of education 
policy at the conservative Ameri¬ 
can Enterprise Institute public 
policy think tank. 

“What we might be seeing is 
the emergence of a number of in¬ 
dividuals who will be an elected 
mainstream set of advocates for 
these teacher issues,” he said. 

In the state senate races in 
Maine and Minnesota, teacher 
candidates could help flip state 
legislatures to Democratic con¬ 
trol, according to Mara Sloan, 
spokeswoman for the Democratic 


Legislative Campaign Commit¬ 
tee. She said her group knows of 
650 educators running for state 
legislative positions across the 
country this year and that more 
than 450 are Democrats. 

In Kentucky, at least 34 current 
and former teachers are on the 
ballot in the general election for 
seats in the state legislature, 29 
of them Democrats. In Connecti¬ 
cut, former National Teacher of 
the Year Jahana Hayes won the 
Democratic primary for a U.S. 
House seat. The Oklahoma Edu¬ 
cation Association said 55 educa¬ 
tors are running in the general 
election for the state legislature. 

As for the Republicans, Oklaho¬ 
ma City assistant school principal 
Sherrie Conley upset three-term 
incumbent state lawmaker Bobby 
Cleveland in a primary runoff 
election. Cleveland is one of six 
Republican state House members 
in Oklahoma who lost their jobs 
after voting against a tax increase 
to fund a teacher pay raise. 

Experts say it’s too soon to say 
what sort of impact the teacher 
candidates may have on policy if 
elected. 


separation. The Trump adminis¬ 
tration has made curbing immi¬ 
gration a mqjor focus, working to 
harden what administration offi¬ 
cials say are lax laws. 

In May, officials began crimi¬ 
nally prosecuting anyone caught 
crossing the border illegally. 
Children were separated from 
their parents as the adults went 
through criminal proceedings. 

The move prompted interna¬ 
tional outrage, and President 
Donald Trump eventually signed 
an executive order stopping the 
separations. A lawsuit was filed 
by the American Civil Liberties 
Union on behalf of parents, and 
a judge ordered the families re¬ 
united. That process is ongoing, 
though the government has said 
it has reunited all eligible parents 
with children. 


“Thousands of children are liv¬ 
ing with trauma because of the 
Trump administration’s family 
separation fiasco,” said Lee Gel- 
emt, lead lawyer on the ACLU 
case. “Some parents may never 
see their children again. This re¬ 
port shows not just the cruelty of 
the Trump administration’s ac¬ 
tions, but also its ineptitude and 
historic failure of foresight in com¬ 
prehending the devastating effects 
and fallout from this policy.” 

A separate inspector general 
report on the conditions at border 
patrol facilities found that despite 
some being unclean, detainees 
had proper access to food, bath¬ 
rooms and clean bedding. The 
report found no issues with tem¬ 
peratures inside the facilities, 
though immigrants often com¬ 
plain of freezing temperatures. 
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Zack Wajsgras, The (Charlottesville, Va.) Daily Progress/AP 


U.S. Attorney Thomas Cullen speaks during a news conference 
Tuesday in Chariottesviile, Va., regarding the arrest of four members 
of a miiitant white supremacist group in connection with last year’s 
white nationalist torch-iit march and rally in Charlottesvilie. 

4 arrested for conduct 
at Charlottesville rally 


Missed deadlines shown to 
cost millions in disaster aid 


Associated Press 

CHARLOTTESVILLE, Va. — 
Four members of a militant white 
supremacist group from Cali¬ 
fornia were arrested on charges 
they traveled to Virginia last year 
to incite a riot and attack counter¬ 
protesters at a white nationalist 
rally that turned deadly, federal 
authorities said Tuesday. 

The defendants — Benjamin 
Drake Daley, Michael Paul Mise- 
lis, Thomas Walter Gillen and 
Cole Evan White — are part of 
the Rise Above Movement, which 
espouses anti-Semitic views and 
meets regularly in public parks to 
train in boxing and other fighting 
techniques, according to an affi¬ 
davit written by an FBI agent. 

The affidavit alleges the four 
were “among the most violent 
individuals present in Charlot¬ 
tesville” in August 2017 during a 
torch-lit march on the University 
of Virginia campus and a larger 


Associated Press 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. — One 
West Virginia Supreme Court 
justice has survived an impeach¬ 
ment scare. Another could face 
more serious consequences than 
the potential loss of his seat. 

Beth Walker will remain in of¬ 
fice after state senators rejected 
an impeachment article against 
her after a two-day trial. Tues¬ 
day’s 32-1 vote with one senator 
absent came the same day a fed¬ 
eral jury was seated in the crimi¬ 
nal trial of suspended Justice 
Allen Loughry. Opening state¬ 
ments in that trial were sched¬ 
uled Wednesday. 

A two-thirds majority would 
have been required to remove 
Walker, whose 12-year term ex¬ 
pires in 2028. Senators later ad¬ 
opted a resolution by voice vote 
to issue a public reprimand of 
Walker. 


rally in downtown the following 
day. It says photos and video foot¬ 
age shows they attacked counter¬ 
protesters, “which in some cases 
resulted in serious injuries.” The 
men have also taken part in “acts 
of violence” at political rallies in 
Huntington Beach and Berkeley, 
Calif, the affidavit alleges. 

“This is a group that essential¬ 
ly subscribes to an anti-Semitic, 
racist ideology and then orga¬ 
nizes, trains and deploys to vari¬ 
ous political rallies, not only to 
espouse this particular ideology 
but also to engage in acts of vio¬ 
lence against folks who are tak¬ 
ing a contrary point of view,” U.S. 
Attorney Thomas Cullen said at 
a news conference in Charlot¬ 
tesville. The men were arrested 
Tuesday morning, Cullen said. 

Los Angeles Magistrate Judge 
Jean Rosenbluth denied bail 
for Miselis; detention hear¬ 
ings for Gillen and Daley were 
postponed. 


She was accused of abusing 
her authority. The impeachment 
charge stated Walker and other 
justices failed to control office ex¬ 
penses and maintain policies over 
matters such as working lunches 
and the use of state vehicles and 
office computers at home. 

The impeachments of Walker, 
Loughry and justices Marga¬ 
ret Workman and Robin Davis 
stemmed from questions involv¬ 
ing lavish renovations to the jus¬ 
tices’ offices. Those questions 
evolved into accusations of cor¬ 
ruption, incompetence and ne¬ 
glect of duty. 

A 25-count indictment includes 
allegations that Loughry repeat¬ 
edly lied about using his office for 
personal gain. He earlier pleaded 
not guilty to the indictment. 

Loughry was removed and sus¬ 
pended without pay earlier this 
year by the state’s high court. 


By David A. Lieb 

Associated Press 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. — As 
the floodwaters recede and the 
recovery begins, communities 
swamped by Hurricane Flor¬ 
ence soon will be on the clock to 
document the billions of dollars 
in damage it caused if they want 
to be reimbursed by the federal 
government. 

A missed deadline could be 
costly, even if it’s not directly the 
fault of the affected community, 
according to an Associated Press 
analysis of recent appeals de¬ 
cided by top officials at the Fed¬ 
eral Emergency Management 
Agency. 

The AP found that tardiness is 
one of the most common reasons 
FEMA headquarters has denied 
appeals from cities, school dis¬ 
tricts and other public entities, 
accounting for well over $100 
million in lost appeals over the 
past 12 months alone. FEMA’s 
strict enforcement of deadlines 
means it hasn’t even considered 
the merits of some appeals. 

As it has focused on punctual¬ 
ity, FEMA denied about four of 
every five funding appeals that 
rose to its headquarters over the 
past couple of years, up from a 
two-thirds denial rate over the 
prior decade, according to the 
AP’s analysis. 

“We have been increasingly 
looking to apply the timeframes 
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for the appeals,” said FEMA’s 
deputy director for public assis¬ 
tance, Tod Wells. “The objective 
is to establish a sound and reliable 
process,” so communities hit by 
disasters such as Hurricane Flor¬ 
ence can know what to expect. 

Some on the losing end say an¬ 
other factor is in play — saving 
money. 

“We recognize that in the last 
year FEMA has made many im¬ 
provements to its management 
of appeals and created transpar¬ 
ency in the process, and that a 
large reason for strict adherence 
to timeframes is to drive down 
the costs of disasters,” said Pat¬ 
rick Sheehan, director of the Ten¬ 
nessee Emergency Management 
Agency. 

FEMA rejected $11 million for 
a Nashville drinking water treat¬ 
ment plant flooded in 2010. The 
agency said it received the ap¬ 
peal years too late, though Shee¬ 
han contends it was submitted on 
time. 

The recent appeal denials for 
missed deadlines include a total 
of $67 million sought by the tor¬ 
nado-ravaged schools of Joplin, 
Mo., and $3.3 million that FEMA 
ordered be repaid by the Miami 
suburb of Pembroke Pines for the 
cleanup of Hurricane Wilma in 
2005. 

“We followed to the T’ all the 
FEMA requirements, and I can 
tell you they’re very particular 


about documentation and record¬ 
ing,” said Pembroke Pines City 
Manager Charles Dodge. “To the 
best of my knowledge, that wasn’t 
even looked it. It was just the 
question of ‘Hey, we didn’t get the 
form on time. Sorry folks, you’re 
out. Pay us back.’” 

FEMA relies on states to act as 
a go-between on such claims. 

When FEMA reduced the city’s 
previously approved aid in 2012, 
Pembroke Pines submitted an ap¬ 
peal within the required 60 days 
to the Florida Division of Emer¬ 
gency Management. But the state 
agency, which had another 60 
days to forward it to FEMA, ap¬ 
parently failed to do so. FEMA 
says it didn’t receive the appeals 
package until 2014. It denied the 
city’s final appeal in August. 

Florida Division of Emergency 
Management Director Wes Maul 
acknowledges the agency had 
poor case management, a prob¬ 
lem he is trying to change. 

The AP found that the appar¬ 
ent failure of state agencies to 
forward appeals in time to meet 
FEMA deadlines also contribut¬ 
ed to denials of contested funding 
in Georgia, Massachusetts, New 
York, Tennessee and Texas dur¬ 
ing the past year. 

Since the AP first reported last 
year about FEMA’s backlog of di¬ 
saster aid appeals, data show the 
agency has improved the pace of 
its decision-making. 
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Survey: More than 1 in 3 
in US eat fast food daily 



Christopher Millette, Erie (Pa.) Times-News/AP 


Fast-food restaurant signs line a street in Erie, Pa., in 2014. 

A Centers for Disease Control and Prevention study released 
Wednesday found 1 in 3 U.S. adults eat fast food on any given day. 


By Karen Kaplan 
Los Angeles Times 

If you’re an adult in America, 
there’s a better than 1 in 3 chance 
that you’ll eat fast food today — if 
you haven’t already. 

New survey data from the Cen¬ 
ters for Disease Control and Pre¬ 
vention show that 36.6 percent of 
us eat some kind of fast food on 
any given day. That includes 37.9 
percent of men and 35.4 percent 
of women, according to a report 
published Wednesday by the 
CDC’s National Center for Health 
Statistics. 

Fast food is on the menu all 
day long. On a typical day, 22.7 
percent of Americans get their 
breakfast from a fast-food out¬ 
let. At lunchtime, 43.7 percent of 
Americans pick up a quick meal, 
and 42 percent do the same for 
dinner. Another 22.8 percent get 
a snack from a fast-food joint. 
(Clearly, many Americans are 
eating fast food more than once 


German 
campaign 
highlights 
ties with US 

Associated Press 

BERLIN — Smarting from 
President Donald Trump’s verbal 
attacks and perceived disregard 
for a long-time U.S. ally, Germany 
is launching a multimillion-dollar 
publicity campaign to highlight 
the country’s close ties with the 
United States. 

German Foreign Minister 
Heiko Maas planned to kick-start 
the charm offensive — a series of 
events headlined “Wunderbar To¬ 
gether” — during a visit Wednes¬ 
day to Washington, where he was 
also to meet with his U.S. coun¬ 
terpart, Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo, to discuss Syria, the nu¬ 
clear deal with Iran and relations 
with Russia. 

“We are experiencing a serious 
crisis of multilateralism at a time 
when we need it most,” Maas told 
The Associated Press in written 
comments before departing for 
the U.S. “Where one used to be 
able to rely blindly on many things 
— contracts, agreements and on 
each other — now there are more 
and more question marks. That’s 
a political reahty we have to deal 
with.” 

Berhn has struggled to come to 
terms with Trump’s willingness 
to cast aside international agree¬ 
ments signed by his predecessors, 
such as the Iran nuclear deal and 
the Paris chmate accord. German 
officials from Chancellor Angela 
Merkel down have also expressed 
frustration at the U.S. president’s 


per day.) 

Nearly half of American men 
— 48.3 percent — eat fast food 
for lunch on any given day. That’s 
significantly more than the 39.1 
percent of women who do the 
same. 

On the other hand, about 1 in 4 
women (25.7 percent) treat them¬ 
selves to a fast-food snack on a 
typical day, compared with 1 in 5 
men (19.5 percent). 

The conventional wisdom 
about fast food is that people eat it 
when they can’t afford something 
better, due to a lack of money or 
a lack of time. But the report re¬ 
veals that isn’t necessarily the 
case. 

In fact, the more money some¬ 
one has, the more likely he or she 
is to partake of fast food on any 
given day. 

Among those whose family in¬ 
come was less than or equal to 
130 percent of the federal poverty 
line (which was set at $11,770 for 



Markus Schreiber/AP 


German Foreign Minister Heiko 
Maas planned to kick off a 
campaign that highlights the 
country’s close ties with the U.S. 

broadsides against Berlin over 
trade, immigration and defense 
spending. 

Germany has pushed back in 
some areas, saying it’s time to 
“reposition” the trans-Atlantic re¬ 
lationship. Officials such as Maas 
have taken a more assertive tone 
toward Washington, going so far 
as to openly break with the U.S. 
over the question of how to deal 
with Iran. 

Still, Berhn has stressed that it 
feels indebted to the United States 
for its post-World War II generos¬ 
ity and protection and considers 
Washington its most important 
aUy outside Europe. 

“It’s no secret that we have 
other political opinions in some 
areas than the American presi¬ 
dent,” Maas told the AR “But it’s 
also clear: America is bigger than 
the White House.” 

The aim of the new German 
outreach campaign is to highlight 
economic, cultural and scientific 
ties between Germany and the 
United States, with a conscious ef¬ 
fort to woo not just coastal elites 
but Middle America as well. 


a single person or $24,250 for a 
family of four in 2016), 31.7 per¬ 
cent ate fast food on a typical day. 
Among middle-income families 
(whose income was between 130 
and 350 percent of the poverty 
line), 36.4 percent ate fast food on 
a typical day. And among high- 
income families (those with in¬ 
comes above 350 percent of the 
poverty line), 42 percent dined on 
fast food on a typical day. 

That might make you wonder 
whether “fast food” included 
take-out sushi, Starbucks frap- 
puccinos and organic berries 
from the farmers market. The 
definition used in the survey 
was vague: “restaurant fast food/ 
pizza.” It’s certainly possible that 
some people interpreted that 
to mean something other than 
burgers, fried chicken and sub 
sandwiches. 

The data show that the popu¬ 
larity of fast food varies by racial 
and ethnic group. Its biggest fans 


are blacks, 42.4 percent of whom 
ate it on a typical day. It was the 
least enticing to Asian Ameri¬ 
cans, though 30.6 percent of them 
ate it on a typical day as well. In 
between were whites (37.8 per¬ 
cent) and Latinos (36.5 percent). 

By now, you might be wonder¬ 
ing what it would take for Ameri¬ 
cans to dial back their addiction 
to fast food. The survey results 
suggest an answer: time. 

Our taste for fast food seems to 
diminish with age. Peak fast-food 


consumption occurs in our 20s 
and 30s — 44.9 percent of survey- 
takers in that age group ate fast 
food on a typical day. In middle 
age, that figure drops to 37.7 per¬ 
cent. And after we turn 60, only 
24.1 percent of us rely on fast food 
for at least one of our daily meals 
or snacks. 

The data in the study came 
from the CDC’s National Health 
and Nutrition Examination Sur¬ 
vey in the years 2013 through 
2016. 


N. Korea said to have stolen 
fortune in online bank heists 


By Matthew Pennington 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — North Korea’s nuclear and mis¬ 
sile tests have stopped, but its hacking operations to 
gather intelligence and raise funds for the sanction- 
strapped government in Pyongyang may be gather¬ 
ing steam. 

U.S. security firm FireEye raised the alarm 
Wednesday over a North Korean group that it says 
has stolen hundreds of millions of dollars by infiltrat¬ 
ing the computer systems of banks around the world 
since 2014 through highly sophisticated and destruc¬ 
tive attacks that have spanned at least 11 countries. It 
says the group is still operating and poses “an active 
global threat.” 

It is part of a wider pattern of malicious state- 
backed cyberactivity that has led the Trump admin¬ 
istration to identify North Korea—along with Russia, 
Iran and China — as one of the main online threats 
facing the United States. 

Last month, the Justice Department charged a 
North Korean hacker said to have conspired in dev¬ 
astating cyberattacks, including an $81 million heist 
of Bangladesh’s central bank and the WannaCry 
virus that crippled parts of Britain’s National Health 
Service. 

On Tuesday, the U.S. Department of Homeland Se¬ 
curity warned of the use of malware by Hidden Cobra, 
the U.S. government’s byword for North Korea hack¬ 
ers, in fraudulent ATM cash withdrawals from banks 
in Asia and Africa. It said that Hidden Cobra was be¬ 
hind the theft of tens of millions of dollars from teller 
machines in the past two years. In one incident this 
year, cash had been simultaneously withdrawn from 
ATMs in 23 different countries, it said. 

North Korea, which prohibits access to the world 
wide web for virtually all its people, has previously 
denied involvement in cyberattacks, and attribution 
for such attacks is rarely made with absolute cer¬ 
tainty. It is typically based on technical indicators 
such as the Internet Protocol addresses that identify 
computers and characteristics of the coding used in 
malware, which is the software a hacker may use to 
damage or disable computers. 

Other cybersecurity experts told The Associated 


Press that they also see continued signs that North 
Korea’s authoritarian government, which has a long 
track record of criminality to raise cash, is conduct¬ 
ing malign activity online. That activity includes 
targeting of financial institutions and crypto-cur¬ 
rency-related organizations, as well as spying on its 
adversaries, despite the easing of tensions between 
Pyongyang and Washington. 

“The reality is they are starved for cash and are 
continuing to try and generate revenue, at least until 
sanctions are diminished,” said Adam Meyers, vice 
president of intelligence at CrowdStrike. 

CrowdStrike said it has detected continuing North 
Korean cyberintrusions in the past two months, in¬ 
cluding the use of a known malware against a poten¬ 
tially broad set of targets in South Korea, and a new 
variant of malware against users of mobile devices 
that use a Linux-based operating system. 

FireEye says APT38, the name it gives to the hack¬ 
ing group dedicated to bank theft, has emerged and 
stepped up its operations since February 2014 as 
the economic vise on North Korea has tightened in 
response to its nuclear and missile tests. Initial op¬ 
erations targeted financial institutions in Southeast 
Asia, where North Korea had experience in money 
laundering, but then expanded into other regions 
such as Latin America and Africa, and then extended 
to Europe and North America. 

In all, FireEye said APT38 has attempted to steal 
$1.1 billion, and based on the data it can confirm, has 
gotten away with hundreds of millions of dollars. It 
has used malware to insert fraudulent transactions 
in the Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial 
Telecommunication, or SWIFT, system that is used 
to transfer money between banks. 

The Foundation for Defense of Democracies, a 
Washington think tank, said in a report Wednesday 
that North Korea’s cyber capabilities provide an 
alternative means for challenging its adversaries. 
While Kim’s hereditary regime appears to prioritize 
currency generation, attacks using the SWIFT sys¬ 
tem raise concerns that North Korean hackers “may 
become more proficient at manipulating the data and 
systems that undergird the global financial system,” 
it says. 
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Toys R Us lenders work to bring brand back 


By Eliza Ronalds-Hannon 
AND Lauren 
Coleman-Lochner 
Bloomberg 

The same Toys R Us lenders 
that have been taking heat for 
their role in the decision to liq¬ 
uidate the company in March 
are now working on bringing the 
brand back to life, according to 
new court documents. 

In a bankruptcy court filing 
Monday, the funds that now con¬ 
trol Toys R Us said they’d can¬ 
celed a plan to auction off the 


company’s intellectual property. 
Instead, they are seeking to re¬ 
organize the assets into a new 
company that will maintain the 
current license agreements and 
can invest in new retail operating 
businesses. 

Maintaining the brands under 
a new independent U.S. business 
is the best option with respect 
to the recovery of the Toys R Us 
estate, as well as the benefit of 
other indirect and direct stake¬ 
holders, according to the filing. 
“The qualified bids were not rea¬ 


sonably likely to yield a superior 
alternative,” the filing said. 

The court authorized the can¬ 
cellation of the auction. 

A group of funds that financed 
Toys R Us lenders during the 
bankruptcy now control rights to 
the company’s name and that of 
Babies R Us, because the intellec¬ 
tual property served as collateral 
on their loans. The group includes 
Solus Alternative Asset Manage¬ 
ment and Angelo Gordon. 

As owners of the new entity, 
the funds will have discretion 


over trademarks and receive 
royalty payments from their use 
internationally. 

But it may prove difficult to 
ramp up U.S. operations again 
given the fallout from the pro¬ 
tracted bankruptcy process. 
Mqjor suppliers including Mattel 
Inc. and Hasbro Inc. have found 
new distributors, and customers 
have largely moved on. 

Toys R Us has sold all of its 
stores and distribution centers, 
with some of the most valuable 
retail space going to a separate 


Poll: Many young in US see better financial future 


By Sarah Skidmore Sell 

Associated Press 

About half of young Americans 
expect to be financially better off 
than their parents, according to 
a new poll, a sign that the dream 
of upward mobility is alive but 
somewhat tempered. 

The poll, by The Associated 
Press-NORC Center for Public 
Affairs Research and MTV, found 
that half of 15- to 26-year-olds 
think they eventually will be bet¬ 
ter off than their parents in terms 
of household finances. About 29 
percent expect to do as well as 
their parents, and 20 percent ex¬ 
pect to be worse off 

Parents were slightly more opti¬ 
mistic: 60 percent think their chil¬ 
dren will do better than they did, 
a view that held true for parents 
across all income groups. Overall, 
only 12 percent of parents said 
that they felt their children might 
do worse. 

It’s no longer a guarantee that 
children will achieve upward in¬ 
come mobility. About half of the 


Americans born in 1984 earned 
more at age 30 than their parents, 
down from 92 percent in 1940, 
according to the study by famed 
economist Rqj Chetty and others 
that was released in 2016. 

Jennifer Narvaez, 23, is among 
those who anticipates her finan¬ 
cial future will be a bit brighter 
than that of her parents. Narvaez 
said she expects to have more op¬ 
portunities as a college graduate 
to get a job and own a home than 
her parents, who grew up in Ni¬ 
caragua and immigrated to the 
United States. The Miami resi¬ 
dent holds an undergraduate de¬ 
gree in biology and is planning to 
attend medical school to become a 
cardiologist. 

Narvaez is less certain about 
the prospects of the U.S. economy, 
particularly as the nation appears 
to be marching into a trade war 
with China. 

“It’s a weird time,” she said. “I 
feel like it’s hard to predict what 
will happen because of the kind of 
administration we have.” 

Alex Barner, 20, also felt opti¬ 


mistic that he might fare better 
than his mother, who had him at 
age 18 and raised him as a single 
mother. He is attending college 
in New Mexico and is consider¬ 
ing a future career in business 
management. 

While Barner is hopeful he will 
do well in life, he also has some 
concerns about the trajectory of 
the nation and its economy. Like 
Narvaez, he’s concerned by the 
trade policy of President Donald 
Trump’s administration. 

Barner also said he feels politi¬ 
cians need to focus more on mat¬ 
ters that affect people in the here 
and now, such as health care and 
student loan relief 

Respondents were divided about 
how they expect the nation’s econ¬ 
omy will fare in the year ahead. 
About 29 percent of young people 
expect the economy to improve, 
30 percent expect it will get worse 
and 41 anticipate it will stay the 
same. Similarly, 35 percent of 
parents expect improvement, 27 
percent expect conditions to get 
worse and 38 percent expect the 


economy to stay as is. 

The Youth Political Pulse poll 
was conducted Aug. 23 to Sept. 
10. The poll was conducted using 
NORC’s probability-based Ameri- 
Speak panel, which is designed to 
be representative of the U.S. pop¬ 
ulation. It includes 580 young peo¬ 
ple ages 15-26 and 591 parents of 
children in the same age group. 

The margin of sampling error 
for all young people is plus or 
minus 6.6 percentage points and 
for parents plus or minus 7.5 per¬ 
centage points. 
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group of secured creditors. The 
rest of the stores were either 
taken over by landlords or the 
leases sold to other retailers. 

Solus and Oaktree have been 
battling a group of lenders, in¬ 
cluding Cerberus Capital Man¬ 
agement and Cyrus Capital 
Partners who are trying to take 
over Toys R Us’ Asia operations. 
The two groups of lenders have 
fought over how much the Asia 
stores should pay to use the Toys 
R Us name and other intellectual 
property. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Oct. 4).$1.1837 

Dollar buys (Oct. 4).€0.8448 

British pound (Oct. 4).$1.33 

Japanese yen (Oct. 4).111.00 

South Korean won (Oct. 4).1,087.00 

Commercial rates 
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Philippines (Peso).54.22 

Poland (Zloty) 3 72 
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Thailand (Baht).32.40 

Turkey (New Lira). 6.0306 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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Lawmakers buy industry's school security fixes 



Richard Alan Hannon, The (Baton Rouge, La.) Advocate/AP 


A bullet-resistant lock installed by NetTalon Security Systems is seen in 2008 on the door of a 
ciassroom at McKinley Middle Magnet School in Baton Rouge, La. 


By Reese Dunklin 
AND Justin Pritchard 

Associated Press 

Security companies spent years 
pushing schools to buy more prod¬ 
ucts — from “ballistic attack-re¬ 
sistant” doors to smoke cannons 
that spew haze from ceilings to 
confuse a shooter. But sales were 
slow, and industry’s campaign to 
free up taxpayer money for up¬ 
grades had stalled. 

That changed last February, 
when a former student shot and 
killed 17 people at a Florida high 
school. Publicly, the rampage 
reignited the U.S. gun control 
debate. Privately, it propelled in¬ 
dustry efforts to sell school forti¬ 
fication as the answer to the mass 
killing of American kids. 

Since that attack, security firms 
and nonprofit groups linked to 
the industry have persuaded law¬ 
makers to elevate the often cost¬ 
ly “hardening” of schools over 
other measures that researchers 
and educators say are proven to 
reduce violence, an Associated 
Press investigation shows. 

The industry helped Congress 
draft a law that committed $350 
million to equipment and other 
school security over the next de¬ 
cade. Nearly 20 states have come 
up with another $450 million, and 
local school districts are rework¬ 
ing budgets to find more money. 

Most everyone agrees that 
schools can be more secure with 
layers of protection, such as 
perimeter fencing, limited en¬ 
trances and hiding spaces inside 
classrooms. 

But there’s no independent re¬ 
search supporting claims that 
much of the high-tech hardware 
and gadgets schools are buy¬ 
ing will save lives, according to 
two 2016 reports prepared for 
the U.S. Justice Department. As 
with high-profile shootings in the 
past, that has not stopped indus¬ 
try representatives from rushing 
in, some misusing statistics on 
school violence to stoke fears that 
“soft target” schools could be vic¬ 
tims of terrorist attacks or negli¬ 
gence lawsuits. 

‘Wild, Wild West’ 

“School safety is the Wild, Wild 
West,” said Mason Wooldridge, 
a security consultant who helps 
school districts assess their vul¬ 
nerabilities. “Any company can 
claim anything they want.” 

Wooldridge knows from ex¬ 
perience. Several years ago, he 
helped outfit an Indiana high 
school with a $500,000 security 
system that includes smoke can¬ 
nons. Now out of sales, he says a 
school that wanted a system with 
the same level of security could 
get it for about $100,000, using 
less expensive but equally effec¬ 
tive equipment. 

Many proponents of harden¬ 
ing a school like an airport or 
police station have backgrounds 
in law enforcement or the mili¬ 
tary. Some have little experience 
or qualification. The Ohio man 
dubbed “Joe the Plumber” during 
the 2008 presidential campaign 
has been appearing on school 


safety conference panels to hawk 
a cheaper lockdown alternative. 

Educators worry that harden¬ 
ing will siphon focus and money 
from programs that prevent bul¬ 
lying and counsel at-risk kids. 
Students have reported in govern¬ 
ment surveys that visible security 
measures like metal detectors 
and armed officers make them 
feel less safe. 

Industry representatives say 
they support other solutions to 
preventing school gun deaths, but 
insist hardening hasn’t gotten the 
chance it deserves. 

“There really needs to be a 
change in thinking that recog¬ 
nizes security is a primary need 
in schools,” said Jake Parker, di¬ 
rector of government relations 
for the Security Industry Asso¬ 
ciation, which has been central 
to the hardening effort. Also, he 
acknowledged, “The more schools 
protect themselves, the better it is 
for industry.” 

Revenue for school security 
companies would grow even 
more than analysts project if the 
industry succeeds in plans to 
craft state legislation that would 
set minimum standards for cam¬ 
pus equipment purchases. 

There are no widely accepted, 
independent standards for school 
building security, as there are for 
the plumbing, fire protection sys¬ 
tems and even athletic bleachers 
on campus. To fill that void, se¬ 
curity companies have promoted 
their own takes on what “best 
practices” for school security 
should be. At least one state has 
turned such standards into law. 

Industry-written guidelines set 
a steep price for cash-strapped 
districts. According to a non¬ 
profit group formed by a m^or 
lock manufacturer, for example, 
upgrading an elementary school 
with basic security equipment 
costs at least $94,000 and a high 
school at least $170,000. If all the 
nation’s public schools were to 
follow those guidelines, the cost 
would total at least $11 billion, ac¬ 


cording to industry calculations. 

Hardening advocates acknowl¬ 
edge that mass upgrades would 
not eliminate shootings. Many 
shooters are students whose fa¬ 
miliarity with a school’s layout 
and security could help them out¬ 
smart even elaborate safeguards. 

Low-tech solutions may also 
work just as well. Leaders at one 
school district in New Jersey 
heard a vendor’s pitch for class¬ 
room doors that lock automati¬ 
cally and simply mandated that 
teachers lock their doors during 
class, saving several hundred 
thousand dollars. 

“If we’re just expecting tech¬ 
nology to solve all these problems, 
I think we’re going to fall short,” 
said Ronald Stephens, executive 
director of the California-based 
National School Safety Center, 
created originally as a federal 
program under the Reagan ad¬ 
ministration. “And we may not 
like the climate we create.” 

‘Extremely soft targets’ 

Max Schachter was grieving 
the loss of his son, Alex, and be¬ 
came enraged when he learned of 
the successive failures at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Fla. 

School counselors and law en¬ 
forcement had received warnings 
about the shooter’s worrisome 
behavior. His bullets shattered 
standard-issue classroom door 
windows, providing access to vic¬ 
tims such as Alex, as the school’s 
only armed safety officer hid. 

With one child still enrolled 
and a middle schooler on the way, 
Schachter searched for ways to 
make Stoneman Douglas High 
safer. He found Southwestern 
Junior-Senior High School in 
Shelbyville, Ind. The campus 
had become known as the “Saf¬ 
est School in America” after the 
$500,000 retrofit that Wooldridge 
helped install for his step-father’s 
firm, NetTalon Security Systems. 

The Indiana Sheriff’s Associa¬ 


tion, an early backer of NetTal- 
on’s safety package, arranged a 
private tour. Schachter returned 
to Florida impressed. Putting his 
life insurance career on hold, he 
has fast become a leading school 
safety activist and important ally 
of the hardening movement. 

“After 9/11, we hardened 
the cockpits and the airports,” 
Schachter testified during a 
hearing of the Federal Commis¬ 
sion on School Safety created by 
President Donald Trump after 
Parkland. “The reasons these 
monsters are still attacking our 
schools is because they’re ex¬ 
tremely soft targets.” 

Rampages uncommon 

As horrific as they are, shooting 
rampages in America’s 122,000 
public and private elementary 
and secondary schools are un¬ 
common, though more prevalent 
than elsewhere in the world. 

An AP analysis of FBI statis¬ 
tics showed 35 active shootings 
at elementary, middle or high 
schools, resulting in the deaths 
of 61 students and staff mem¬ 
bers, from 2000 to 2017, the last 
year included by the FBI. The 
AP’s analysis shows that active 
shootings, defined by the FBI as 
a gunman trying to kill in a con¬ 
fined and populated area, had not 
appreciably increased at schools 
during that time. But in the first 
five months of this year, two 
mqjor shootings — in Parkland, 
Fla., and at Santa Fe High School 
in Santa Fe, Texas — left 27 stu¬ 
dents or staffers dead. 

In making a case for harden¬ 
ing, proponents have asserted big 
increases in school gun violence 
in recent years. Some have done 
so by including mass shootings 
that happened anyplace, not just 
those at schools. Others used data 
that included incidents at schools 
that weren’t attacks on students 
or employees, but were instead 
accidental discharges, suicides or 
community violence that spilled 


onto campus, sometimes after 
hours. 

Many experts say that schools 
remain among the safest places 
for children. Rob Evans, a retired 
state police captain who is the Ver¬ 
mont education agency’s school 
safety liaison, calls school shoot¬ 
ings “low-probability events” and 
noted kids are more likely to die in 
other ways—including, data show, 
crossing a street. But the horror of 
shootings jolts pubhc policy, and 
schools race to show a nervous 
public they’re taking action. 

“We’ve got to take the passion 
out of it,” Evans said. “If we’re 
going to spend a dollar, let’s spend 
a smart dollar.” 

Cost of security 

Education security revenue in 
the U.S. was about $2.5 billion in 
2017, approximately 60 percent 
generated by elementary and 
secondary schools, according to 
the research firm IHS Markit. 
The firm had projected anemic 
growth for several years but, 
after Parkland, revised its fore¬ 
cast to $3 billion by 2019. 

The flow of money has created 
opportunities for businesses new 
to school security. 

“Joe the Plumber” Wurzel- 
bacher is working with a compa¬ 
ny that incorporated two months 
after Parkland to sell a $139.99 
“SwiftShield” that slides around 
a classroom door handle so a 
shooter cannot enter. 

The company began sponsor¬ 
ing panels at school security 
conferences that featured the 
one-time political star. Wurzel- 
bacher acknowledged skepticism 
at those conferences but said his 
concern is genuine: His adult son 
is a teacher, and he has three chil¬ 
dren ages 5 and under. 

The SwiftShield barricade de¬ 
vice, invented by a roofer, offers 
schools “unparalleled” safety, the 
company claims. It sells for one- 
twentieth the cost of some bul¬ 
let-resistant doors or high-tech 
locking systems — and about 200 
districts have expressed interest, 
Wurzelbacher said. Companies 
selling higher-priced security 
alternatives are protecting their 
turf when they argue barricade- 
style devices violate safety codes 
in many states, he said. 

“There’s going to be a lot of 
money to be made here,” Wurzel¬ 
bacher said. “I think there’s a lot 
of people who are offering school 
systems an illusion of security, as 
opposed to real security.” 

Some educators fear that in¬ 
creased spending on school for¬ 
tifications will lead to cuts to 
programs that involve human in¬ 
tervention, such as mental health 
care. 

Campuses are safer when stu¬ 
dents feel comfortable reporting 
suspicious behavior and staff are 
trained in deciphering whether 
that behavior is dangerous, ac¬ 
cording to school psychologists 
like Tricia Daniel. Armoring 
schools like fortresses can make 
students feel like they are serving 
a sentence, she said, not getting 
an education. 
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Aid trickles in as Indonesian death toll tops 1,400 


By Stephen Wright 

Associated Press 

PALU, Indonesia — For some 
who survived the massive earth¬ 
quake and tsunami on Indone¬ 
sia’s Sulawesi island last week, 
the memories and the horror of 
experiencing a disaster that has 
left more than 1,400 people dead 
are both hard to erase and under¬ 
stand. Nature simply unleashed 
its fury on them. 

Furniture maker Khairul Has- 
san recalled working at a shop 
near the beach in front of a row 
of warehouses when the ground 
came alive and shook violently. He 
ran to a nearby hill and watched 
as the ocean heaved up and hurled 
forward. Now he can’t forget. 

“I saw the waves come and 
sweep out everything—buildings, 
factories, warehouses and some 
people who were lost, racing from 
the waves, some of them women 
and children,” he said Wednes¬ 
day. “Also, warehouse workers 
who were trapped under goods, 
all swept by the sea. It’s so tragic. 
It’s so scary to remember.” 

Five days later, aid was slowly 
creeping into areas where vic¬ 
tims have become increasingly 
desperate after being left without 
food, water, fuel and medicine. 
In one neighborhood in the city 
of Palu, residents celebrated as 
they swarmed a truck deliver¬ 
ing aid — clapping, cheering and 
high-fiving. 

The official death toll increased 
to 1,407 on Wednesday, with thou- 
sandsinjured and more than 70,000 
displaced from their homes, said 
national disaster agency spokes¬ 
man Sutopo Purwo Nugroho. He 
said the number of dead would 
increase, but rescue crews had 
reached all affected areas. 

The U.N. humanitarian office 
estimated that some 200,000 peo¬ 
ple need assistance in the disaster 
zone and announced a $15 million 
allocation to bolster relief efforts. 
Help has been slow to reach many 


victims, especially those living in 
areas cut off by impassable roads. 
But large fuel and food conveys, 
guarded by security forces, have 
been making their way in. 

In addition to the quake and 
tsunami, Indonesia also demon¬ 
strated Wednesday what it means 
to sit on the Pacific “Ring of Fire” 
when a volcano erupted in another 
part of Sulawesi island about 585 
miles northeast of the earthquake 
zone. 

More than 25 countries offered 
assistance after President Joko 
“Jokowi” Widodo appealed for 
international help. He visited the 
disaster zone Wednesday, saying 
there’s still work to be done, but 
that conditions were improving, 
with businesses starting to re¬ 
open, helping people to start re¬ 
turning their lives to normal. He 
said President Donald Trump 
called him Tuesday night, offer¬ 
ing assistance. 

“We are going in phases. There 
are lots of things happening relat¬ 
ed to evacuation, as aid and fuel 
are also coming in,” he said, not¬ 
ing that 30 people remain buried 
under rubble at the Roa Roa Hotel 
in Palu. “Every province has dif¬ 
ferent cases, including security.” 

Following widespread looting 
and aid vehicles being stopped 
and surrounded by people on 
roads, Indonesian military chief 
Hadi Tjahyanto said one soldier 
and one police officer would be 
placed on every aid truck and sol¬ 
diers would be sent to secure mar¬ 
kets, the airport and fuel depots to 
maintain order. He added that a 
Singaporean military transport 
plane will help evacuate victims 
from the airport in Palu. In addi¬ 
tion, aircraft from South Korea, 
the United Kingdom and Japan 
were expected to ferry aid. 

Australia announced it will 
send 50 medical professionals as 
part of a $3.6 million aid package. 
The U.S. and China are among 
other countries that have offered 
assistance. 



Tatan Syuflana/AP 


A police K-9 unit continues to search for victims Wednesday in the wreckage following earthquakes and 
tsunami in Palu, Central Sulawesi, Indonesia. 


Volcano erupts on same island hit by quake 


By Eileen Ng 

Associated Press 

JAKARTA, Indonesia — A volcano erupted 
Wednesday on the same central Indonesian island 
struck last week by a powerful earthquake and tsu¬ 
nami, and authorities warned planes about volcanic 
ash in the air. 

Mount Soputan on Sulawesi island spewed a mas¬ 
sive column of ash more than 19,700 feet into the 
sky. No evacuations were immediately ordered. 

A government volcanologist said it’s possible 
the eruption was accelerated by the magnitude 7.5 
earthquake that struck on Friday. 

“It could be that this earthquake triggered the 
eruption, but we have seen an increase in volca¬ 
nic activity since July and this began surging on 


Monday. Yet we can’t say there a direct link, as the 
mountain is quite far away,” Kasbani, the head of 
Indonesia’s Volcanology and Geology Disaster Miti¬ 
gation Agency, said on local television. 

Kasbani, who uses one name, said planes have 
been warned to avoid the area. 

National disaster agency spokesman Sutopo 
Purwo Nugroho dismissed concerns that the volca¬ 
no’s eruption could affect planes transporting aid 
and supplies to the quake disaster areas. 

Nugroho said volcanic ash is not heading to the 
city of Palu, where most of the victims from the 
quake and tsunami are from, as the wind is blow¬ 
ing in another direction. He said it hasn’t disrupted 
plane services or affected any evacuations from the 
disaster areas. 


Chilean church apologizes for conduct guidelines for priests 


^This is a bizarre and frightening document. It reveals 
the dangerous mindset of the Chilean bishops f 

Anne Barrett Doyle 

BishopAccou ntabi I ity.org 


By Luis Andres Henao 
AND Patricia Luna 
Associated Press 

SANTIAGO, Chile — Chile’s Roman 
Catholic Church has apologized for a set 
of conduct guidelines for priests dealing 
with children that has caused outrage just 
as the South American country is being 
rocked by a widespread clerical sex abuse 
scandal. 

The recommendations include asking 
priests not to “touch the area of the geni¬ 
tals or the chest” of minors, kiss them on 
the mouth, spank them on the buttocks 
or “lie down to sleep next to boys, girls 
or teenagers.” Priest are told to “avoid 
some behaviors,” including taking photo¬ 
graphs of a child, teen or vulnerable per¬ 
son when they’re naked because it could be 
“misinterpreted.” 

The document published on the site of 
the archbishopric of Santiago was signed 
by Cardinal Ricardo Ezzati. He is under 
investigation by prosecutors for allegedly 
covering up years of abuse, and was ex¬ 
pected to be questioned Wednesday. 


The guidelines were expected to come 
into effect in April 2019. But after a flurry 
of criticism, the Chilean church removed 
the document shortly after it was published 
Friday. 

“We’ve made a mistake and we’re 
going to fix it,” Auxiliary Santiago Bishop 
Cristian Roncagliolo said. “A crime is a 
crime.” 

The so-called “Guidelines fomenting 
the good treatment and healthy pastoral 
coexistence” do not mention sex abuse. 
They refer to “painful acts” or “equivocal 
signs.” 

Jaime Coiro, the spokesman for the Chil¬ 
ean bishops’ conference, issued a state¬ 
ment asking Chileans to refer to guidelines 
for the prevention of abuse against minors 


published in 2015 that he said were distrib¬ 
uted nationwide. 

But some victims and activists say 
they’re still shocked by the lack of sensi¬ 
tivity in a country where Pope Francis has 
acknowledged that he had underestimated 
the pervasiveness of pedophile priests and 
other church abuse. 

“This is a bizarre and frightening docu¬ 
ment. It reveals the dangerous mindset of 
the Chilean bishops,” said Anne Barrett 
Doyle of the online abuse database Bish- 
opAccountability.org. 

“Even in this era of supposed penitence 
and reform, they remain weirdly removed 
from healthy social norms of child protec¬ 
tion,” she said. “The recommendations 
give us a window into the rationalizations 


of Cardinal Ezzati in particular. They show 
his apparent inability to be horrified at be¬ 
havior that constitutes child molestation.” 

Some advocates for victims say the 
recent guidelines should have instead 
stipulated that priests who practice these 
abhorrent behaviors will be removed per¬ 
manently from ministry and reported to 
law enforcement. 

“This so-called handbook published by 
the archdiocese ... is an embarrassment,” 
said Jaime Concha, who says he was 12 
years old when he was raped by a mem¬ 
ber of the Marist Brothers order in Chile 
during a Boy Scout field trip in the 1970s. 
“It describes actions that are violations of 
human rights of children and teenagers 
like me who are victims of clerical abuse.” 

Chilean prosecutors say there are more 
than 120 ongoing investigations into cleri¬ 
cal sex abuse of minors. 

The pope has criticized Chile’s bishops 
for destroying evidence of sex crimes, 
pressuring church lawyers to minimize 
accusations and neglecting to protect chil¬ 
dren from pedophile priests. 
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Court orders US to lift some Iran sanctions 


By Mike Corder 

Associated Press 

THE HAGUE, Netherlands 
— The United Nations’ highest 
court on Wednesday ordered the 
United States to lift sanctions on 
Iran that affect imports of hu¬ 
manitarian goods and products 
and services linked to the safety 
of civil aviation. 

The ruling by the International 
Court of Justice is legally bind¬ 
ing, but it remains to be seen if 
the administration of President 
Donald Trump will comply. 

Trump moved to restore tough 
US. sanctions in May after with¬ 


drawing from Tehran’s nuclear 
accord with world powers. Iran 
challenged the sanctions in a case 
filed in July at the International 
Court of Justice. 

In a preliminary ruling, the 
court said that Washington must 
“remove, by means of its choos¬ 
ing, any impediments arising 
from” the reimposition of sanc¬ 
tions to the export to Iran of med¬ 
icine and medical devices, food 
and agricultural commodities 
and spare parts and equipment 
necessary to ensure the safety of 
civil aviation. 

While imposing the so-called 
“provisional measures,” the 


court’s president, Abdulqawi 
Ahmed Yusuf, stressed that the 
case will continue and the United 
States could still challenge the 
court’s jurisdiction. 

Iranian Foreign Minister Mo¬ 
hammad Javad Zarif praised the 
court ruling on Twitter, calling 
it “another failure for sanctions- 
addicted” US. and a “victory for 
rule of law.” He added that it is 
imperative for the international 
community “to collectively coun¬ 
ter malign US unilateralism.” 

Iranian state television trum¬ 
peted the court’s decision in a 
scrolling graphic at the bottom 
of TV screens: “The victory of 


Tehran over Washington by the 
Hague Court.” 

US. diplomats in The Hague 
had no immediate reaction. 

The US. is expected to challenge 
the court’s jurisdiction in a future 
hearing. No date has been set for 
further hearings in the case. 

At hearings in August, Tehran 
sought the suspension of the sanc¬ 
tions while the case challenging 
their legality is being heard — a 
process that can take years. US. 
lawyers responded that the sanc¬ 
tions are a legal and justified 
national security measure that 
cannot be challenged by Tehran 
at the world court. 


In its decision, the court said 
that the U.S. sanctions “have 
the potential to endanger civil 
aviation safety” in Iran and that 
sanctions limiting sales of goods 
required for humanitarian needs 
such as food, medicines and med¬ 
ical devices “may have a serious 
detrimental impact on the health 
and lives of individuals on the ter¬ 
ritory of Iran.” 

The court said that the Trump 
administration must “ensure that 
licenses and necessary authoriza¬ 
tions are granted” and payments 
not restricted if they are linked 
to the humanitarian and aviation 
goods. 


US, British scientists 
win chemistry Nobel 


By David Keyton 
AND Jim Heintz 
Associated Press 

STOCKHOLM — Three re¬ 
searchers who “harnessed the 
power of evolution” to produce 
enzymes and antibodies that have 
led to new drugs and biofuels have 
been named winners of the Nobel 
Prize in chemistry. 

Half of the $1.01 million prize 
goes to Frances Arnold, of the 
California Institute of Technol¬ 
ogy. The other half is shared by 
George Smith, of the University 
of Missouri, and Gregory Winter, 
of the MRC molecular biology lab 
in Cambridge, England. 

The Royal Swedish Academy 
of Sciences, which chose the win¬ 
ners on Wednesday, said Arnold 
conducted the first directed evo¬ 
lution of enzymes, whose uses 
include “more environmentally 
friendly manufacturing of chemi¬ 
cal substances such as pharma¬ 
ceuticals and the production of 
renewable fuels.” 

Smith developed a method to 
evolve new proteins, and Winter 
used the method to evolve anti¬ 
bodies, which are disease-fight¬ 
ing proteins in the blood. 

The first pharmaceutical based 
on Winter’s work was approved 


for use in 2002 and is employed 
to treat rheumatoid arthritis, pso¬ 
riasis and inflammatory bowel 
diseases, the academy said. 

Reached by The Associated 
Press Wednesday, Smith credited 
others for the work that led to his 
breakthrough. 

“Very few research break¬ 
throughs are novel,” he said. 
“Virtually all of them build on 
what went on before. It’s happen¬ 
stance. That was certainly the 
case with my work. 

“Mine was an idea in a line of 
research that built very naturally 
on the lines of research that went 
before.” 

Smith said he learned of the 
prize in a pre-dawn phone call 
from Stockholm. 

“It’s a standard joke that some¬ 
one with a Swedish accent calls 
and says you won! But there was 
so much static on the line, I knew it 
wasn’t any of my friends,” he said. 

The medicine prize was award¬ 
ed Monday to American and 
Japanese researchers. Scien¬ 
tists from the U.S., Canada and 
France shared the physics prize 
Tuesday for advances in laser 
technologies. 

The winner of the Nobel Peace 
Prize is to be announced Friday. 


Zimbabwe begins huge 
cholera vaccination drive 


Associated Press 

HARARE, Zimbabwe — Zim¬ 
babwe has embarked on a mas¬ 
sive vaccination drive as it battles 
a cholera outbreak that has killed 
at least 49 people. 

Health Minister Obadiah Moyo 
said the vaccination campaign, 
with help from the World Health 
Organization, is targeting more 
than 500,000 people between 
Wednesday and Sunday. Moyo 
said close to 1 million more peo¬ 
ple will be vaccinated starting 
next week. 


The government says the out¬ 
break has sickened more than 
9,000 people mostly in the capital, 
Harare, since September. 

Many fear a repeat of 2008 
when cholera killed more than 
4,000 people at the height of the 
southern African country’s eco¬ 
nomic and political problems. 

Water and sewer infrastructure 
has collapsed, with raw sewage 
flowing in some Harare streets. 

Recently elected President Em- 
merson Mnangagwa has vowed to 
fight the “medieval” disease. 



Khalid Mohammed/AP 

Newly elected Iraqi President Barham Salih, center, inspects an honor guard in Baghdad on Wednesday. 


Iraq’s president takes office, taps 
independent as prime minister 


By Sinan Salaheddin 

Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — A veteran Kurdish politician as¬ 
sumed office on Wednesday as Iraq’s new president 
after tapping an independent Shiite politician for the 
post of prime minister, ending nearly five months of 
political deadlock. 

Barham Salih, 58, who previously served as Iraq’s 
planning minister and the prime minister of the 
self-ruled Kurdish region, was elected president 
by parliament and sworn in on Tuesday. He then 
tapped Adel Abdul-Mahdi, 76, an independent Shi¬ 
ite politician and former vice president, to form the 
next government. 

Under an unofficial agreement dating to the 2003 
U.S.-led invasion, Iraq’s presidency — a largely cer¬ 
emonial role — is held by a Kurd, while the prime 
minister is Shiite and the parliament speaker is 
Sunni. Both Salih and Abdul-Mahdi are longstand¬ 
ing members of the political class that has dominat¬ 
ed Iraqi politics since then. 

On Wednesday, State TV broadcast a formal 
handover ceremony at the presidential palace in 
Baghdad’s Green Zone, where Salih was saluted by 
an honor guard and received by former President 
Fuad Masum. 


Abdul-Mahdi emerged as a compromise candi¬ 
date after two Shiite-led blocs each claimed to have 
majority support in parliament. He had strong back¬ 
ing from Shiite cleric Muqtada al-Sadr, whose fol¬ 
lowers won the most seats in the May elections and 
who formed a bloc with the current prime minister, 
Haider al-Abadi. 

The other bloc, which is dominated by politicians 
and militia leaders close to Iran, initially rejected 
Abdul-Mahdi but then agreed to support him after 
Sunni and Kurdish parties rallied to his side, ac¬ 
cording to a Shiite politician who took part in the 
discussions. He spoke on condition of anonymity be¬ 
cause he was not authorized to brief media. 

The politician said Grand Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani, 
Iraq’s top Shiite cleric, had made it clear through 
mediators that the job of prime minister should not 
go to someone who had held the post before, and he 
had urged consensus. 

“The opinion yesterday was to have Abdul-Mahdi 
tasked quickly in order not to delay the process any 
further,” the politician said. 

Abdul-Mahdi is an economist by training who 
comes from a prominent Shiite tribe based in south¬ 
ern Iraq. 

He has 30 days to submit his Cabinet to parlia¬ 
ment for approval. 
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Teens allegedly commit 
sex act in classroom 

NEW BRITAIN — Po- 
I lice said two Con¬ 
necticut high school students are 
facing charges after allegedly en¬ 
gaging in a sex act in a classroom 
that was recorded by another stu¬ 
dent and posted on social media. 

New Britain police said the 16- 
year-old girl and 17-year-old boy 
will be summoned to juvenile 
court to answer to charges of pub¬ 
lic indecency and risk of injury or 
impairing the morals of a minor. 

Police said the Sept. 27 encoun¬ 
ter at New Britain High School 
was consensual. Both students 
were released to their parents. 

‘Bad Luck Bandit’ hit by 
brick during burglary 

H/m SUITLAND — 
I w I Maryland police 
are searching for a man they’ve 
dubbed the “Bad Luck Bandit” 
who was hit on the head by a brick 
he threw at a store window. 

News outlets reported that the 
Prince George’s County Police 
Department said Monday a man 
was caught on surveillance foot¬ 
age breaking into a restaurant 
last month with a brick. Police 
said the man shattered the store’s 
front window, walked in and then 
tried to use the same brick to 
break what turned out to be bul¬ 
letproof glass. 

Police said that as the man re¬ 
peatedly tried to break the win¬ 
dow, the brick bounced back and 
apparently hit the man in the 
head. He fell down and lay there 
for a few minutes before leaving. 

Bowling alley owner gets 
stuck in pinsetter, dies 

FLORENCE — The 
owner of a southern 
Colorado bowling alley died 
after getting stuck in a pinsetting 
machine. 

Police in Florence said they 
responded to a call Sunday after¬ 
noon and found Ector Rodriguez, 
65, of Penrose, stuck in the ma¬ 
chine. He was unconscious and 
not breathing. 

Emergency responders deter¬ 
mined he was dead. 

Florence police Chief Michael 
De Laurentis said no foul play is 
suspected. 

FBI agent shot in leg 
by rigged wheelchair 

D PORTLAND — A for- 
mer southern Oregon 
property owner has been charged 
with assault on a federal officer 
after authorities say an FBI agent 
sent to the property was shot from 
a booby-trapped wheelchair. 

The Oregonian/OregonLive re¬ 
ported that authorities respond¬ 
ed to the home in Williams on 
Sept. 7 at the request of a lawyer 
tasked with selling the property. 
A criminal complaint filed in U.S. 
District Court in Medford says 
officers found multiple traps and 
the agent was wounded in the leg 
when he entered the home. 

Authorities allege the make¬ 
shift weapons were created by 
Gregory Rodvelt, who was forced 
to forfeit his property as part of 


THE CENSUS 

^1^ gm m m The amount a tattered U.S. flag that was captured on a live camera flying from 

^ M M the Frying Pan Tower in North Carolina during Hurricane Florence sold for on 

B B W _ BB eBay Inc. News outlets reported that viewers watched the flag get ripped apart as 
" the storm reached the North Carolina coast last month. EBay said 25 people bid a 
total of 96 times for the flag. It’s not known who made the winning bid. Proceeds will 
go to the American Red Cross and its relief efforts. Richard Neal, of Charlotte, N.C., owns Frying Pan Tower, which is an old 
Coast Guard light station 32 miles off the coast. The site is now a bed-and-breakfast operated by Neal and his partners. 




Bronte Wittpenn, The Tampa (Fla.) Bay Times/AP 


Appreciating tbe Heart of tbe Sea 

Hand-constructed staghorn coral trees stand tall in the new 100,000-gallon Heart of the Sea exhibit at the Florida Aquarium in Tampa on 
Monday. The exhibit is the aquarium’s second-laig;est habitat and houses two rescued sea turtles, including the Loggerhead and Kemp’s 
Ridley sea turtles. It also includes sting rays, a nurse shark named Charlie, bonnethead sharks, a baby grouper, hog fish and more. 


an elder abuse case. 

The Mail Tribune reported that 
Rodvelt is being held in Arizona’s 
Maricopa County Jail on unrelat¬ 
ed assault trial charges. 

Man tries to buy girl 
from mom at Walmart 

PI PORT ORANGE — Po- 
r L lice said an elderly man 
attempted to buy an 8-year-old 
girl from her mother for $200,000 
at a Florida Walmart. 

WKMG-TV reported that Port 
Orange police said Hellmuth 
Kolb, 81, was arrested Saturday 
and charged with simple battery 
and false imprisonment. 

Police said Tracy Nigh was sit¬ 
ting with her daughter on a bench 
inside the Walmart when Kolb 
approached, asked if she was 
married and started bidding on 
her daughter. 

Nigh said she got up to leave but 
Kolb grabbed her daughter and 
kissed her wrist. An arrest report 
says Nigh left with her daughter 
and alerted store security. 

Authorities said another woman 
described a similar experience. 


Man accused of tbeft, 
setting gas pump afire 

I B NEW ORLEANS — A 
Louisiana man is ac¬ 
cused of setting a New Orleans 
gas pump on fire with a lighter 
stolen from the gas station’s con¬ 
venience store. 

Citing a Louisiana Office of 
State Fire Marshal release. The 
New Orleans Advocate reported 
that Marlon Coleman, 32, was ar¬ 
rested Sunday and charged with 
aggravated arson. 

Another man put out the blaze. 
The news release says Coleman 
then asked the man to be a witness 
in a lawsuit Coleman planned to 
file and the man declined. 

Coleman was identified through 
store surveillance video. 

Cows escape after 
livestock truck crashes 

B ATLANTA — Offi- 
cials in Georgia had to 
call in the cavalry Monday after 
dozens of cows escaped when a 
tractor-trailer transporting them 


overturned on a busy junction 
north of Atlanta. 

The truck carrying 89 cows 
overturned about 3 a.m. on the 
cloverleaf of Interstate 75 and I- 
285. Many of the cows scattered, 
causing wrecks and clogging 
rush-hour traffic. 

The effort to round up the herd 
included real cowboys, the Geor¬ 
gia Department of Transporta¬ 
tion said. 

Cobb County police Sgt. Wayne 
Delk said 87 of the cows had been 
accounted for by Monday after¬ 
noon. Ten cows were killed, and 
two were still missing. 

Man cooking chicken 
starts apartment fire 

WT NEWPORT—Firefight- 
W I ers in Vermont knocked 
down a fire that began when a man 
fell asleep while cooking chicken. 

Newport City fire Lt. James 
LeClair and firefighter Ryan Abel 
arrived at the scene late Friday to 
find heavy smoke in a first-floor 
apartment. The Caledonian-Re¬ 
cord reported that the occupant, 
known to neighbors as “Dave,” fell 


asleep while cooking and his pan 
caught fire. 

Neighbor Lorraine Jensen re¬ 
ported the fire after hearing a 
smoke alarm go off 

Abel and LeClair said they 
plunged into the apartment and 
pulled out the man, then snuffed 
out the fire by tossing the flaming 
pan into the apartment building 
driveway. 

Teens accused in theft, 
damage to vehicles 

H/l O PR'TRRS—Three 

I w I teenagers are in cus¬ 
tody for allegedly stealing vehicles 
at a suburban St. Louis dealership 
and ramming one of them throw a 
glass showroom window. 

The suspects are 14,17 and 19. 

A security monitoring compa¬ 
ny alerted pohce to a robbery in 
progress at 3:25 a.m. Sept. 24 at a 
CarMax in St. Peters. 

One of the suspects was arrest¬ 
ed immediately and the other two 
hours later. 

Police said total damage from 
the crime was around $175,000. 

From wire reports 
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Whirlwind year lets 
Michelle Williams 
realize her own worth 

By Lindsey Bahr 
Associated Press 

M ichelle Williams can’t believe it’s been 
less than a year since “the pay stuff.” 
Time has seemingly accelerated since 
last October when, while shooting the 
comic book movie “Venom,” the unimaginable began 
to happen: Titans of her industry started to fall under 
#MeToo. Then months later, after reshoots for “All 
the Money in the World,” which were hurriedly com¬ 
pleted to remove scenes featuring one of the accused, 
Kevin Spacey, Williams became the center of a very 
public controversy over a vast pay discrepancy be¬ 
tween herself and her co-star Mark Wahlberg. She 
was paid less than $1,000. He got $1.5 million. 

It’s also a year in which she married musician Phil 
Elverum, and started making some atypical career 
choices for a four-time Oscar nominee who has in 
her adulthood always veered toward art house films 
of directors like Kelly Reichardt and away from the 
commercial, from big budgets and from comic book 
films like the one she’s currently promoting. 

During a promotional day for her latest film, 
“Venom,” Williams cranes her neck to look at the 
somewhat grotesque poster behind her, half of which 
is star Tom Hardy’s face, and the other half is the tar¬ 
like people-eating alien “symbiote” that he becomes. 
“Nope,” she says. “Doesn’t seem like me!” 

But Williams is finding that she’s ready to take 
some chances and to bet on herself 
“I’m recognizing my own strength and my own 
worth,” she said. “I’m 38 and it’s just happening.” 
Plus she wanted to work with Hardy. 

“She’s one of the best actors out there working 
today,” said “Venom” director Ruben Fleischer. He 
worried that she wouldn’t want to do it, but Williams 
said she was only flattered by the offer. 

“It’s not like people are always asking me to be in 
these kinds of movies,” Williams said. “I thought it 
would be fun to try something on a larger scale and 
to see if I can relax.” 

Venom is a character in the Spider-Man comics, 
and the $100 million film, out Friday, is a part of Sony 
Pictures’ efforts to create an extended Spider-Man 
Universe with the Marvel characters they license. 
(Spidey does not appear in “Venom.”) 

Wilhams plays Anne Weying, the ex-fiancee of 
Hardy’s Eddie Brock. She was able to make the char¬ 
acter her own, from the business-like costumes (some 


herself 



Chris Pizzello, Invision/AP 

After years of fighting for privacy, Michelle Williams — at the Four Seasons Hotel 
in Los Angeles on Sept. 27 — became an unlikely symbol for gender pay dispar¬ 
ity in Hollywood. Now, 38, newly married and watching her daughter become a 
teenager, Williams is finding ways she can effect change, like doing a superhero 
movie for first time, and making sure her character is one for the #MeToo age. 


of which she shopped for herself) down 
to the dialogue. “There were certain 
lines that I felt were too passive or 
sweet. I wanted to make sure that she 
could stand her ground,” Wilhams 
said, citing the Howard Hawks classic 
“His Girl Friday” as inspiration for the 
equal dynamic she wanted to convey. 
“I wanted it to be unmistakable that it 
was made in a #MeToo era. I said, T 
know that you guys won’t let me wear a 
#MeToo t-shirt, but that’s the vibe that 
I want.’” 

The #MeToo moment and the pay 
debacle has made Williams reflect on 
her career and experiences up to this 
point and what it might mean for her 
12-year-old daughter, Matilda Ledger. 

“It was really tough when I was 
younger. You do get put in these situ¬ 
ations with ah of these men. You’re 
always talking to men, being photo¬ 
graphed by men. And I didn’t know 
that I had another choice. I didn’t know 
that I could say no. I didn’t know I could 
say stop. I just didn’t grow up with any 
of that language. And I never thought 
that it would change. I just thought that 
I would have to teach my daughter the 
language,” Williams said. “Now, in 
America, I feel like our daughters are 
going to grow up with a different un¬ 
derstanding of what’s possible, what 
they’re entitled to. My daughter knows 
that she can say whatever she wants. 
But I didn’t.” 

And her life has changed dramati¬ 
cally in the past year, although at first 
it didn’t seem like it would. It took more 
than six weeks for the pay discrepancy 
story to take off after breaking in The 
Washington Post in November. 

“When that story came out, no one 
called me. Not a single person was like, 
‘Oh bummer for you.’ Not a single per¬ 
son. It reinforced this mentality that 
nobody cares and you’re completely 
alone out there,” Williams said. 

It would take the one-two punch of 
a tweet from her friend Jessica Chas¬ 
tain and a USA Today piece during the 
Golden Globe Awards in January for 
the story to hit a cultural nerve that 
would result in Wahlberg donating his 
$1.5 million fee to Time’s Up. Their 
shared talent agency, William Morris 
Endeavor, added $500,000. 

“For me, the hero of that story is 
Chastain,” Williams said. “I owe her 
so much.” 

She hopes that her public struggle 
has helped embolden other women 
outside of the entertainment industry. 
Williams is now earning equal pay on 
a project for the first time in her life, 
for the FX Bob Fosse series, and with 
films like “Venom,” is “opening up” 
her definition of herself. 


Tim Allen wins TV rating bragging rights over Candice Bergen 


From wire reports 

After the first week of the televi¬ 
sion season, Tim Allen has brag¬ 
ging rights over Candice Bergen. 

The return of Allen’s sitcom, 
“Last Man Standing,” reached 8.1 
milhon viewers on Fox last Fri¬ 
day night. That was more than the 
7.5 milhon people who tuned into 
the revival of Bergen’s “Murphy 
Brown” on CBS the night before. 

CBS heavily promoted the re¬ 
turn of “Murphy Brown” after 
two decades, and Hillary Clin¬ 
ton had a cameo in the first epi¬ 
sode. But the show’s first episode 
back couldn’t match the numbers 
reached by other recent reviv¬ 
als like “Roseanne” (18.4 million 
for its first episode on ABC last 
March) and “Will & Grace” (10.2 


million on NBC a year ago). 

“Last Man Standing” had been 
gone just a year, canceled by ABC 
in a decision that Allen said left 
him “stunned and blindsided.” 
But Fox brought it back, and on 
its first week it was the network’s 
most popular entertainment show, 
particularly impressive consid¬ 
ering Friday is one of the least- 
watched nights on television. 

ABC said its decision was 
strictly business after it decid¬ 
ed against airing comedies on 
Friday, but there were political 
overtones. Allen supports Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, and his lead 
character, Mike Baxter, has been 
described as Archie Bunker with 
a college education. Some conser¬ 
vatives said the cancellation was 


proof that they weren’t valued as 
customers in liberal Hollywood. 

The traditional opening week 
of the fall season wasn’t bad; 
an average of 27 million people 
watched ABC, CBS, Fox and NBC 
in prime time, Nielsen said, and 
that was up 3 percent over the 
first week last year, when the four 
networks had 26.22 million. 

‘Roseanne’ cast looks 
ahead to ‘The Conners’ 

Cast members of the “Rose¬ 
anne” revival are looking forward 
to their spinoff “The Conners.” 

Sara Gilbert, John Goodman 
and Laurie Metcalf discuss Rose¬ 
anne Barr’s racist tweet in a 
story that will appear in the Oct. 


15 edition of People magazine. 
The three are grateful to Barr for 
agreeing to have no ties to the new 
show, which Goodman says was a 
“big deal” to “give us a chance.” 

Goodman says he had hopes of 
resurrecting “Roseanne” after 
ABC fired Barr for posting the 
tweet, which she apologized for 
but has said was misinterpreted. 

Metcalf says there was “a lot of 
risk involved” in the spinoff, but 
they decided to take the chance. 

Gilbert says the cast hopes to 
channel any sadness from what 
they lost into the new show. 

Other news 

■ “The Silence of the Lambs” 
author Thomas Harris has a new 
novel out in May, his first in more 


than a decade. But don’t expect a 
return for Dr. Hannibal Lecter. 
Grand Central Publishing an¬ 
nounced Wednesday that Harris 
will release his first “stand-alone 
thriller” since his debut, “Black 
Sunday,” in 1975. 

■ CBS News is adding Bianna 
Golodryga as a fourth anchor to 
its morning show. The network 
announced Wednesday that Golo¬ 
dryga will join the team of Gayle 
King, Norah O’Donnell and John 
Dickerson at the table on “CBS 
This Morning.” Golodryga has 
worked at CBS News since 2017. 

■ “Mayans M.C.” has been 
renewed for a second season. FX 
announced Monday that it has 
picked up a second season of the 
the “Sons of Anarchy” spinoff 












Thursday, October 4,2018 


•Stars and Stripes* 




Page 19 


SERVICE DIRECTORY 

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia 
and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. Also available on mobile apps for iPhone and Android and in a Tablet Edition for iPad. 

STARSKS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 








































































Page 20 




Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, October 4,2018 


STARSK^STRIPES. 

Max D. Lederer Jr., Publisher 
Lt. Col. Sean Klimek, Europe commander 
Lt. Col. Richard McClintiC, Pacific commander 
Harry Eley, Europe Business Operations 

EDITORIAL 

Terry Leonard, Editor 

leonard.terry@stripes.com 

Robert H. Reid, Senior Managing Editor 

reid.robert@stripes.com 

Tina Croley, Managing Editor tor Content 

croley.tina@stripes.com 

Sean Moores, Managing Editor tor Presentation 

moores.sean@stripes.com 

Joe Gromelski, Managing Editor tor Digital 

gromelski.joe@stripes.com 

BUREAU STAFF 

Europe/Mideast 

Erik Slavic, Europe & Mideast Bureau Chief 
slavin.erik@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9350; DSN (314)583.9350 

Pacific 

Aaron Kidd, Pacific Bureau Chief 
kidd.aaron@stripes.com 

+81.42.552.2511 ext. 88380; DSN (315)227.7380 

Washington 

Joseph Cacchioli, Washington Bureau Chief 
cacchioli.ioseph@stripes.com 
(+1)(202)761.0908; DSN (312)763.0908 
Brian Bowers, Assistant Managing Editor, News 
bowers.brian@stripes.com 

CIRCULATION 

Mideast 

Robert Reismann, reismann.robert@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9150; DSN (314)583.9150 

Europe 

Van Rowell, rowell.van@stripes.com 
+49(0)631.3615.9111; DSN (314)583.9111 

Pacific 

Mari Mori, customerhelp@stripes.com 
+81-3 6385.3171; DSN (315)229.3171 

CONTACT US 

Washington 

tel: (+1)202.761.0900; DSN (312)763.0900; 

529 14th Street NW, Suite 350, Washington, DC 
20045-1301 

Reader letters 

letters@stripes.com 


OPINION _ 

Flake rightly shunned the rubber stamp 


By George F. Will 

Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
referring verbal felicity to prac¬ 
tical wisdom, a character in a 
Benjamin Disraeli novel quipped, 
“A m^ority is always the best rep¬ 
artee.” Not really. Open societies that want 
to remain so should prefer persuasion to 
raw power, even the power of majorities. 
Which is why Republican Sen. Jeff Flake 
served the nation, its highest tribunal, con¬ 
stitutional morality and even his ungrate¬ 
ful party by not being a team player. 

A minority of Americans are perpetually 
infuriated, and the Republican portion of 
that minority is furious with Flake because 
he used his leverage in a closely divided 
Senate to compel the FBI investigation of 
accusations against Brett Kavanaugh. Do 
enraged Republicans think the national in¬ 
terest, or even their party’s interest, would 
have been well-served if, with the embers 
still smoldering from Christine Blasey 
Ford’s and Kavanaugh’s testimonies. Sen¬ 
ate Republicans had used their legislative 
muscle to shove Kavanaugh’s confirmation 
to completion by now? 

In that case. Justice Kavanaugh — 20 
percent of a m^ority on a court often di¬ 
vided 5-4 on contentious matters — would 
have served under a cloud of the suspicion 
that he got there only because his party 
would not countenance a reasonable delay 
that would enable the FBI to seek pertinent 
information. But how much of a delay is 
reasonable partly depends on what infor¬ 
mation is deemed pertinent. 

Flake’s Republican denouncers accu¬ 
rately anticipated that the FBI investiga¬ 
tion and Democrats’ complaints about it 
would begin simultaneously. Quickly aban¬ 
doning their demand for one week. Demo¬ 
crats said that any time limit is “arbitrary” 
and, besides, is unacceptable because the 
FBI should follow any evidence relating to 
his “character” or “temperament.” This, 
however, surely is pertinent: Even before 



Cliff Owen/AP 


Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz. participates in 
the Atlantic’s “The Constitution in Crisis” 
forum in Washington on Tuesday. 

Ford’s letter alleging Kavanaugh’s sexual 
assault became public, and before some 
of his boldly categorical assertions to the 
Judiciary Committee concerning his high 
school and college comportment made 
those subjects pertinent, not one of the 49 
Democratic senators announced support 
for his confirmation. 

With midterm elections impending. 
Democrats will soon say, “We should wait 
and let the voters be heard from.” This 
argument for a plebiscitary confirmation 
process is an argument that Republicans 
richly deserve to have turned against 
them. It is as anti-constitutional and un¬ 
conservative as it was in March 2016 when 
it was concocted for use against the nomi¬ 
nation of Merrick Garland. Had the Re¬ 
publican-controlled Senate confirmed him 
— he was manifestly qualified, moderate 
and 63 — today’s nominee to replace An¬ 
thony Kennedy could have been Neil Gor- 
such. Are Republicans happy with the way 
things have worked out? 

At this point in a cringe-inducing pro¬ 
cess that is not apt to become less so, one 
consideration is more important than all 
the other considerations — justice for her. 


justice for him, raising awareness about 
bad sexual behavior, etc. — combined: 
What best serves, or least further injures, 
the court’s institutional standing? Which is 
worse, confirming Kavanaugh, who dimin¬ 
ished himself by his strident self-defense, 
or not confirming him, validating what has 
been done to him with as-yet-uncorrobo- 
rated accusations. 

Something might be salvaged from the 
current nadir, although not enough to com¬ 
pensate for damage already done. The 
FBI investigation might reveal nothing, or 
something, that definitively substantiates, 
or refutes. Ford’s or Kavanaugh’s sworn 
assertions. Flake bought time for this by 
acting like a senator. By, that is, recogniz¬ 
ing that the separation of powers retains 
its vitality only when legislators are more 
interested in their Article I powers and 
responsibilities than in the preferences of 
any president. 

In his book “Conscience of a Conserva¬ 
tive,” Flake recalls when House Majority 
Leader Tom DeLay, R-Texas, said approv¬ 
ingly that the statue in the Lincoln Memori¬ 
al depicts one of the president’s hands “in a 
perpetual fist.” Actually, neither Lincoln’s 
visage nor his left hand suggests pugnacity. 
The statue is, after all, situated next to the 
words “with malice toward none.” DeLay 
saw what he wanted to see early in today’s 
era of smash-mouth politics, when “confir¬ 
mation bias” has several meanings. 

In Robert Penn Warren’s “All the King’s 
Men,” the 1946 roman a clef about Louisi¬ 
ana’s Huey Long, the populist Gov. Willie 
Stark searches for something unsavory in 
a judge’s background: “Man is conceived 
in sin and bom in corruption and he pass- 
eth from the stink of the didie to the stench 
of the shroud. There is always something.” 
And when an aide tells Stark that a particu¬ 
lar act is beneath the dignity of a governor. 
Stark replies that “there ain’t anything 
worth doing a man can do and keep his 
dignity.” We should hope, against much 
current evidence, that this is not true. 
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By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
s we continue examining 
Supreme Court nominee Brett 
Kavanaugh’s high school and col¬ 
lege life, it has been easy to forget 
what this was originally all about. 

In a word: abortion. 

Until a few weeks ago, opposition to Ka¬ 
vanaugh’s confirmation had been driven by 
fear among Democrats that he, as a Catho¬ 
lic (ergo pro-life) swing vote on the divided 
Supreme Court, would single-handedly 
overturn Roe v. Wade. This was never a fait 
accompli but rather a mere presumption. 

But when a credible woman material¬ 
ized with a charge of high school sexual 
assault, who were Democrats to deny her a 
voice? And who are we to question — ever 
— the credibility of an alleged survivor? 
Not only is Kavanaugh an alleged predator 
but he has also been accused — although 
less credibly — of possibly being present 
at a party where a gang rape supposedly 
occurred. 

And, finally, according to others, he 
sometimes (or often) got drunk and be¬ 
came belligerent. 

In all my high school and college days, 
I never saw anyone behaving in such a 
fashion. You? I’m lying, of course. Many of 
the young-and-stupid from my youth later 
grew up to become high-achieving doc¬ 
tors, lawyers, judges, professors, athletes. 


presidents, CEOs, fathers, mothers — and 
columnists. I don’t believe in the boys-will- 
be-boys excuse, not remotely, but neither 
do I automatically believe every woman’s 
“truth.” 

Sen. Mazie Hirono, D-Hawaii, said Tues¬ 
day on CNN, “That’s the crux of all these 
allegations: his aggressive behavior when 
he is drunk.” 

I couldn’t agree more — but particularly 
in the context of the here and now. Does 
Kavanaugh get staggeringly drunk nowa¬ 
days? Doubt it. Does he get aggressive and 
belligerent now? He was certainly rather 
animated last week, but wouldn’t you be 
too if your character were suddenly scruti¬ 
nized for hours in a public court? 

I’ve interviewed more than a dozen 
women who have known and worked with 
Kavanaugh in the grown-up world. With¬ 
out exception, they love and admire him as 
a gentleman — compassionate, thoughtful 
and honest. Speaking of which, by what 
distortion of virtue does a man such as 
Sen. Richard Blumenthal, D-Conn., who 
lied about serving in Vietnam, get to chal¬ 
lenge another’s honesty? 

I’ve written this before — in a book pre¬ 
maturely titled “Save the Males” — but 
hating men, and specifically old, white 
men (OWM), is both trite and counterintui¬ 
tive. The justification seems connected to 
some sort of retributive justice combined 
with concerns that OWM want to restore 
the 1950s. (I would support this only if it 


meant continuous reruns of “Queen for a 
Day.”) Meanwhile, they conveniently for¬ 
get that OWM created the Constitution, 
the three branches of government and the 
ideas of due process and the rule of law. 

Americans shouldn’t suffer from the 
delusion that the attempted ruin of Kava¬ 
naugh, his career and family has solely to 
do with Christine Blasey Ford. And the 
fact that she sincerely believes what she 
remembers does not without evidence 
diminish Kavanaugh’s sincere denial of 
wrongdoing. 

As for Kavanaugh’s views on abortion, it 
is also possible to believe in something in 
one’s personal life but also believe in set¬ 
tled law. Just as President John F. Kennedy, 
a Catholic, said that he didn’t take orders 
from the Vatican, Kavanaugh may feel the 
same. On a personal note, although I would 
try to dissuade a woman from aborting her 
baby, I strenuously oppose state involve¬ 
ment in an individual’s corporal autonomy. 
A government that can force a woman to 
have a child can also force her to abort her 
fetus, as China has done. 

Kavanaugh may have been a rowdy, at 
times unruly, youth. But barring future 
evidence to the contrary, that doesn’t make 
him a sexual predator. Nor does it negate 
three decades of good citizenship as a hus¬ 
band, father, judge, coach. If we can’t judge 
a man or woman by his or her entire life’s 
record, then we have no business judging 
at all. 
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THERE'S AN 
INCREA6EP LOSS 
OF CIVILITV IN 
OUR NATIONAL 
PIALOSUE THESE 
PAYS 



Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Designer Chanel 
5 Now, on a memo 
9 Prune 
12 Modern taxi 
alternative 
131003, in old 
Rome 

14 Praise in verse 

15 Warblers 

17 Pledge 

18 Loud firework 

19 Mike of “Shrek” 

21 Rejection 

22 Arctic sheets 

24 Slapstick arsenal 

27 Spring month 

28 Vatican VIP 

31 Adj. modifier 

32 Ornate vase 

33 Rebel Turner 

34 Low digits 

36 Superman 
foe Luthor 

37 Taj Mahal city 

38 Frasier’s brother 
40Ave. crosser 

41 Trattoria offering 
43 Agee of the 
Miracle Mets 

47 I love (Lat.) 

48 Glee club 
handouts 

51 Part of some 
German names 

52 Voice in an 
iPhone 


53 Dance move 

54 Heart chart 
(Abbr.) 

55 Norwegian saint 

56 Lighter — air 

DOWN 

1 Point 

2 Reed instrument 

3 Penny 

4 Church 
keyboards 

5 During 

6 Army address 

7 Help 

8 — Beach, 
California 

9 Serenade, often 

10 Scent 

11 Church furniture 
16 Buddy 
20“Uh-huh” 


22 Taxi costs 

23 Bobcat cousin 

24 Bit of butter 

25 Altar promise 

26 Vespers 

27 Stubborn beast 

29 Standard 

30 JFK info 
35 Command 

to Rover 
37 Tops 

39 Rodeo rope 

40 Cry 

41 Macadamize 

42 Out of control 

43 End-of-wk. cry 

44 Closet invader 

45 Furniture brand 

46 “NFL Live” 
channel 

49 Squeak stopper 

50 Gun lobby org. 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 



10-4 


CRYPTOQUIP 


NR YQZK RZNJC-BZDQ 


YEKTBQJT GZUQ IQQK MNUQK 


BEE YZKC TXSSDNQT, N’F 

HZDD BGZB EMJQ - Z I XKFZKHQ. 

Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: VARIETY OF PLANT 
AND ANIMAL LIFE IN MANY SWAMPY BODIES 
OF WATER IN LOUISIANA: BAYOU-DIVERSITY. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: R equals F 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Pro football 


NFL 

AMERICAN CONFERENCE 
East 
W L T 


College football 

1 

Tennis 

1 

Deals 


Miami 
New Engiand 
Buffalo 
N.Y. Jets 

Tennessee 

Jacksonville 

Houston 

Indianapolis 

Cincinnati 

Baltimore 

Cleveland 

Pittsburgh 


Pet PF PA 

.750 82 90 

.500 95 84 

.250 50 106 


Kansas City 
Denver 
L.A. Chargers 
Oakland 


1 2 1 

West 


.750 75 73 

.750 88 56 

.250 96 108 

.250 94 100 

.750 126 113 
.750 123 65 
.375 102 104 
.375 102 116 


0 1.000 145 115 

2 2 0 .500 84 97 

2 2 0 .500 111 120 

1 3 0 .250 97 123 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE 
East 


Washington 

Philadelphia 
N.Y. Giants 

New Orleans 
Carolina 
Tampa Bay 
Atlanta 

Chicago 
Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Detroit 


W L T 


2 1 
3 0 


Pet PF PA 

.667 64 44 

.500 67 77 

.500 82 81 

.250 73 95 

.750 137 121 
.667 71 60 

.500 112 139 
.250 116 122 

.750 111 65 

.625 92 83 

.375 90 no 

.250 94 114 


Seattle'^^ 

San Francisco 
Arizona 


West 

0 0 1.000 140 67 

2 0 .500 85 81 

3 0 .250 100 118 

0 4 0 .000 37 94 

Thursday’s game 
L.A. Rams 38, Minnesota 31 
Sunday’s games 
New England 38, Miami 7 
Dallas 26, Detroit 24 
Chicago 48, Tampa Bay 10 
Green Bay 22, Buffalo 0 
Jacksonville 31, N.Y. Jets 12 
Cincinnati 37, Atlanta 36 
Tennessee 26, Philadelphia 23, OT 
Houston 37, Indianapolis 34, OT 
Seattle 20, Arizona 17 
New Orleans 33, N.Y Giants 18 
L.A. Chargers 29, San Francisco 27 
Oakland 45, Cleveland 42, OT 
Baltimore 26, Pittsburgh 14 
Open: Washington, Carolina 
Monday’s game 
Kansas City 27, Denver 23 
Thursday, Oct. 4 
Indianapolis at New England 
Sunday, Oct. 7 
Miami at Cincinnati 
N.Y. Giants at Carolina 
Denver at N.Y. Jets 
Jacksonville at Kansas City 
Green Bay at Detroit 
Baltimore at Cleveland 
Atlanta at Pittsburgh 
Tennessee at Buffalo 
Oakland at L.A. Chargers 
Minnesota at Philadelphia 
Arizona at San Francisco 
L.A. Rams at Seattle 
Dallas at Houston 
Open: Tampa Bay, Chicago 
Monday, Oct. 8 
Washington at New Orleans 


Pro basketball 


NBA preseason 

Monday’s games 

New York 124, Washington 121, OT 
Philadelphia 120, Orlando 114 
Atlanta 116, New Orleans 102 
Sacramento 106, Phoenix 102 
Tuesday’s games 
Charlotte 122, Miami 113 
Cleveland 102, Boston 95 
Houston 131, Memphis 115 
Utah 105, Toronto 90 
Denver 113, L.A. Lakers 111 
Wednesday’s games 
New York at Brooklyn 
Chicago at Milwaukee 
Detroit at Oklahoma City 
New Zealand Breakers at Phoenix 
Minnesota at L.A. Clippers 
Thursday’s games 
Indiana at Houston 
Sacramento at L.A. Lakers 
Friday’s games 

Dallas vs. Philadelphia at Shanghai 
Flamengo Flamengo at Orlando 
Melbourne United at Toronto 
Miami at Washington 
New Orleans at New York 
Atlanta at Memphis 
Oklahoma City at Minnesota 
Detroit at San Antonio 
Adelaide 36ers at Utah 
Perth Wildcats at Denver 
Portland at Phoenix 
Sacramento vs. Golden State at Seattle 


Schedule 

Thursday, Oct. 4 
SOUTH 

Georgia St. (2-3) at Troy (4-1) 

SOUTHWEST 

Tulsa (1-2) at Houston (3-1) 

Friday, Oct. 5 
EAST 

Dartmouth (3-0) at Yale (2-1) 

SOUTH 

Georgia Tech (2-3) at Louisville (2-3) 
Middle Tennessee (2-2) at Marshall (3-1) 

FAR WEST 

Utah St. (3-1) at BYU (3-2) 

Saturday, Oct. 6 
EAST 

Colgate (4-0) at Bucknell (1-4) 

Illinois (2-2) at Rutgers (1-4) 

East Carolina (2-2) at Temple (1-3) 
Kansas (2-3) at West Virginia M-0) 
Syracuse (4-1) at Pittsburgh (2-3) 
Marist (1-3) at Columbia (2-1) 

Bryant (3-1) at Duquesne (3-2) 
Georgetown (1-4) at Fordham (0-4) 
Holy Cross (1-4) at New Hampshire (0-4) 
Lehigh (1-3) at Princeton (3-0) 

Brown (1-2) at Rhode Island (3-1) 
CeSU (2-3) at Robert Morris (0-3) 
Harvard (2-1) at Cornell (1-2) 

Penn (2-1) at Sacred Heart (3-1) 
Villanova (3-2) at Maine (2-2) 

South Florida (4-0) at UMass (2-4) 
Stony Brook (4-1) at Towson (3-1) 
SOUTH 

San Diego (2-2) at Morehead St. (1-3) 
Missouri (3-1) at South Carolina (2-2) 
Boston College (4-1) at NC State (4-0) 
Jacksonville (1-2) at Davidson (4-1) 

SC State (0-4) at Morgan St. (1-3) 

Elon (3-1) at James Madison (4-1) 

W. Carolina (2-1) at Samford (1-4) 
Wagner (1-4) at Campbell (4-1) 

Lane (0-4) at Hampton (1-3) 
Presbyterian (2-1) at Kennesaw St. (4-1) 
Howard (1-2) at NC Central (1-3) 
Alabama St. (1-3) at Alcorn St. (4-1) 
Wofford (3-1) at Chattanooga (4-1) 
Delaware (2-2) at Richmond (2-3) 
Gardner-Webb (1-3) at ETSU (4-1) 

LSU (5-0) at Florida (4-1) 

South Alabama (1-4) at Georgia South¬ 
ern (3-1) 

Florida St. (3-2) at Miami (4-1) 
Clemson (5-0) at Wake Forest (3-2) 
Albany (NY) (2-2) at William & Mary (1-3) 
MVSU (0-3) at Bethune-Cookman (2-3) 
Jacksonville St. (3-1) at E. Kentucky (2-2) 
Norfolk St. (3-1) at Florida A&M (3-2) 
Louisiana-Monroe (2-3) at Mississippi 
(3-2) 

Old Dominion (1-4) at FAU (2-3) 
Charleston Southern (1-2) at Savan¬ 
nah St. (0-4) 

Tennessee St. (2-1) at Austin Peay (2-3) 
NC A&T (4-1) at Delaware St. (0-4) 
Okla. Panhandle St. (2-3) at Grambling 
St. (1-3) 

UAB (3-1) at Louisiana Tech (3-1) 
Abilene Christian (2-3) at McNeese St. 
(4-1) 

UConn (1-4) at Memphis (3-2) 

West Florida (4-1) at North Alabama (3-2) 
Nicholls (3-2) at Northwestern St. (2-2) 

SE Missouri (2-2) at Tennessee Tech (0-5) 
SMU (2-3) at UCF (4-0) 

Vanderbilt (3-2) at Georgia (5-0) 
Auburn (4-1) at Mississippi St. (3-2) 
Notre Dame (5-0) at Virginia Tech (3-1) 
MIDWEST 

Buffalo (4-1) at Cent. Michigan (1-4) 
Tulane (2-3) at Cincinnati (5-0) 
Maryland (3-1) at Michigan (4-1) 
Northwestern (1-3) at Michigan St. (3-1) 

E. Michigan (2-3) at W. Michigan (3-2) 
Valparaiso (0-4) at Dayton (2-3) 

Butler (3-1) at Drake (2-1) 

N. Dakota St. (4-0) at N. Iowa (2-2) 

N. Illinois (2-3) at Ball St. (2-3) 

W. Illinois (2-2) at Illinois St. (3-1) 
Missouri St. (2-1) at South Dakota (2-2) 
Miami (Ohio) (1-4) at Akron (2-1) 

Ohio (2-2) at Kent St. (1-4) 

Iowa (3-1) at Minnesota (3-1) 

Bowling Green (1-4) at Toledo (2-2) 
Indiana (4-1) at Ohio St. (5-0) 

S. Illinois (1-3) at Youngstown St. (1-3) 
Murray St. (1-3) at E. Illinois (1-4) 
Indiana St. (2-2) at S. Dakota St. (2-1) 
Nebraska (0-4) at Wisconsin (3-1) 
SOUTHWEST 

Alabama (5-0) at Arkansas (1-4) 
Oklahoma (5-0) vs. Texas (4-1) at Dallas 
Stephen F. Austin (1-3) at Sam Hous¬ 
ton St. (2-2) 

Jackson St. (1-2) at Ark.-Pine Bluff (1-4) 
Kansas St. (2-3) at Baylor (3-2) 

Iowa St. (1-3) at Oklahoma St. (4-1) 

SE Louisiana (2-3) at Incarnate Word 
(2-2) 

Houston Baptist (1-3) at Cent. Arkan¬ 
sas (2-2) 

UTSA (2-3) at Rice (1-4) 

Kentucky (5-0) at Texas A&M (3-2) 
Alabama A&M (2-3) at Texas Southern 
(1-3) 

Louisiana-Lafayette (1-4) at Texas St. 
(1-3) 

North Texas (4-1) at UTEP (0-5) 

FAR WEST 

UC Davis (3-1) at N. Colorado (0-5) 

S. Utah (0-4) at E. Washington (4-1) 
Navy (2-2) at Air Force (1-3) 

San Diego St. (3-1) at Boise St. (3-1) 
Arizona St. (3-2) at Colorado (4-0) 
Portland St. (1-4) at Montana (4-1) 
New Mexico (2-2) at UNLV (2-2) 

Weber St. (3-1) at N. Arizona (2-3) 
Idaho (2-2) at Idaho St. (3-1) 
Washington (4-1) at UCLA (0-4) 

Liberty (2-2) at New Mexico St. (1-4) 
Washington St. (4-1) at Oregon St. (1-4) 
Cal Poly (1-4) at Sacramento St. (2-2) 
California (3-1) at Arizona (2-3) 

Fresno St. (3-1) at Nevada (3-2) 
Colorado St. (1-4) at San Jose St. (0-4) 
Utah (2-2) at Stanford (4-1) 

Wyoming (2-3) at Hawaii (5-1) 


China Open 

Tuesday 

At The National Tennis Center 
Beijing 

Purse: ATP, $1.78 million (WT500); 

WTA, $8.29 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

First Round 

Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. Gael 
Monfils, France, 2-6, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (5). 

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Leonardo 
Mayer, Argentina, 6-3, 6-2. 

Filip Krajinovic, Serbia, def. Mischa 
Zverev, Germany, 6-1, 6-4. 

Grigor Dimitrov (3), Bulgaria, def. Ten- 
nys Sandgren, United States, 7-5, 6-3. 

Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, def. Jack 
Sock (6), United States, 6-7 (6), 7-5, 6-2. 

Juan Martin del Potro (1), Argentina, 
def. Albert Ramos-Vinolas, Spain, 7-5, 6- 

Andrey Rublev, Russia, def. Joao Sou¬ 
sa, Portugal, 6-0, 6-4. 

Fabio Fognini (4), Italy, def. Radu Al- 
bot, Moldova, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3. 

Marco Cecchinato (8), Italy, def. Mar¬ 
cos Baghdatis, Cyprus, 1-6,6-4, 7-5. 

Alexander Zverev (2), Germany, def. 
Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain, 6-4,6-4. 
Women 
Second Round 

Sloane Stephens (9), United States, 
def. Zheng Saisai, China, 6-1, 6-3. 

Anett Kontaveit, Estonia, def. Laura 
Siegemund, Germany, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2. 

Dominika Cibulkova, Slovakia, def. 
Daria Gavrilova, Australia, 6-3,6-3. 

Kiki Bertens (11), Netherlands, def. 
Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium, 6-1, 6-1. 

Katerina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 
def. Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, 7-6 (2), 
6-2. 

Angelique Kerber (3), Germany, def. 
Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain, 7-6 (4), 6-1. 

Naomi Osaka (8), Japan, def. Danielle 
Collins, United States, 6-1, 6-0. 

Wang Qiang, China, def. Jelena Ostap¬ 
enko (12), Latvia, 6-0, 6-0. 

Caroline Garcia (4), France, def. Po- 
lona Hercog, Slovenia, 7-6 (2), 6-3. 

Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, def. Garb- 
ine Muguruza (14), Spain, 7-5, 6-4. 


Japan Open 


Tuesday 
At Musashino Forest Sport Plaza 

Purse: $1.78 million (WT500) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Round 

Richard Gasquet (8), France, def. De¬ 
nis Kudia, United States, 7-6 (8), 6-3. 

Frances Tiafoe, United States, def. 
Maxi Marterer, Germany, 7-5,6-4. 

Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland, def. Tay¬ 
lor Fritz, United States, 6-3,6-4. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Damir 
Dzumhur, Bosnia-Herzegovina, 4-6, 6-3, 
6-3. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. 
Marin Cilic (1), Croatia, 3-6, 6-4, 7-6 (1). 

Stefanos Tsitsipas (5), Greece, def. 
Taro Daniel, Japan, 6-1, 6-3. 


Pro soccer 


MLS 


Atlanta United FC 19 
New York 19 

New York City FC 15 
Columbus 13 

Philadelphia 
Montreal 
D.C. United 
New England 
Toronto FC 
Chicago 
Orlando City 


63 65 38 

62 57 32 

53 55 41 

48 39 38 

47 43 45 

12 15 4 40 42 52 

10 11 8 38 53 48 

8 11 11 35 44 49 

9 15 6 33 54 58 

8 16 7 31 46 57 

7 18 4 25 40 66 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 

W L T Pts GF GA 
FC Dallas 15 6 9 54 49 38 

Sporting KC 15 8 7 52 55 37 

Los Angeles FC 14 8 8 50 58 46 

Portland 13 9 9 48 46 45 

Seattle 14 11 5 47 41 32 

Real Salt Lake 13 11 7 46 50 50 

LA Galaxy 12 11 8 44 60 59 

Vancouver 11 12 7 40 47 59 

Minnesota United 11 16 3 36 45 58 

Houston 9 13 8 35 50 45 

Colorado 6 18 6 24 32 59 

San Jose 4 19 8 20 47 66 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, Sept. 29 
Chicago 3, Los Angeles FC 1 
Seattle 4, Colorado 0 
D.C. United 5, Montreal 0 
Philadelphia 0, Columbus 0, tie 
Toronto FC 4, New England 1 
Minnesota United 2, New York City FC 1 
Houston 3, San Jose 2 
LA Galaxy 3, Vancouver 0 
FC Dallas 0, Portland 0, tie 
Sunday, Sept. 30 
New York 2, Atlanta United FC 0 
Real Salt Lake 1, Sporting Kansas City 
1, tie 

Saturday’s games 

Columbus at Montreal 
New England at Atlanta United FC 
Vancouver at Toronto FC 
Minnesota United at Philadelphia 
Orlando City at FC Dallas 
LA Galaxy at Sporting Kansas City 
Los Angeles FC at Colorado 
Portland at Real Salt Lake 
New York at San Jose 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 
American League 

BOSTON RED SOX - Recalled 2B Tony 
Renda and RHPs Marcus Walden, Chan¬ 
dler Shepherd and Justin Haley from 
Pawtucket (IL). 

CHICAGO WHITE SOX - Recalled C 
Dustin Garneau, RHP Carson Fulmer and 
OFs Charlie Tilson and Eloy Jimenez from 
Charlotte (IL); LHP Ian Clarkin and OF 
Luis Alexander Basabe from Birmingham 
(SL); and OF Micker Adolfo from Win¬ 
ston-Salem (Carolina). 

DETROIT TIGERS - Recalled LHP Ryan 
Carpenter, SS Willie Castro and OFs Mike 
Gerber and Dustin Peterson from Toledo; 
SS Sergio Alcantara from Erie (EL); and 
RHP Eduardo Jimenez and LHP Gregory 
Soto from Lakeland (FSL). 

HOUSTON ASTROS - Recalled IB AJ 
Reed, OF Derek Fisher and RHPs Francis 
Martes and Brady Rodgers from Round 
Rock (PCD. 

LOS ANGELES ANGELS - Recalled RHP 
Eduardo Paredes from Salt Lake (PCL); 
RHP Jesus Castillo from Mobile (SL); and 
RHP Luke Farrell from Orem (Pioneer). 

MINNESOTA TWINS - Fired manager 
Paul Molitor. 

SEATTLE MARINERS - Recalled RHP 
Dan Altavilla from Tacoma (PCL) and 
RHP Max Povse from Arkansas (TL). 

TAMPA BAY RAYS - Reinstated C Mi¬ 
chael Perez from the 10-day DL. Recalled 
3B Christian Arroyo, LHP Anthony Banda 
and RHPs Brent Honeywell and Andrew 
Moore from Durham (PCL). 

TORONTO BLUE JAYS - Recalled OF 
Dalton Pompey from Buffalo (IL). 

National League 

ATLANTA BRAVES - Recalled LHP 
Adam McCreery and RHP Wes Parsons 
from Gwinnett (IL) and LHP Ricardo San¬ 
chez from Mississippi (SL). 

CINCINNATI REDS - Reinstated RHP 
Robert Stephenson from the 10-day DL. 
Recalled LHP Brandon Finnegan and 
RHPs Tanner Rainey, Jose Lopez and Aus¬ 
tin Brice from Louisville (IL) and 2B Shed 
Long and OFs Jose Siri and Aristides 
Aquino from Chattanooga (SL). 

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS - Recalled OF 
Justin Williams and RHPs Conner Greene 
and Matt Bowman from Memphis (PCL) 
and RHP Derian Gonzalez from Spring- 
field (TL). 

SAN FRANCISCO GIANTS - Recalled 
OF Mac Williamson, 2B Miguel Gomez, 
LHP Josh Osich and RHPs Tyler Beede, 
Tyler Herb and Derek Law from Sacra¬ 
mento (PCL) and RHP Chase Johnson 
from Richmond (EL). 

WASHINGTON NATIONALS - Reinstat¬ 
ed RHP Kelvin Herrera from the 10-day 
DL. Recalled SS Matt Reynolds and RHPs 
Austin Adams and Trevor Gott from Fres¬ 
no (PCL) and C Raudy Read from Harris¬ 
burg (EL). 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

ATLANTA HAWKS - Waived C Cole 
Aldrich. 

NEW YORK KNICKS - Signed F Phillip 
Carr. 

Women’s NBA 

WNBA — Announced the resignation 
of president Lisa Borders. Promoted 
deputy commissioner Mark Tatum to in¬ 
terim president. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

NFL — Suspended Seattle Seahawks 
LB Mychal Kendricks indefinitely after he 
pleaded guilty to federal insider trading 
charges. Fined New York Jets RB Isaiah 
Crowell has been fined $13,369 by the 
NFL for his crude touchdown celebration 
in Cleveland; Atlanta Falcon’s CB Brian 
Poole was docked $20,054 for a horse- 


Pro hockey 


NHL 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Florida 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Detroit 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Buffalo 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Montreal 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Boston 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Toronto 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Ottawa 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Tampa Bay 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Metropolitan Division 
Pittsburgh 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Philadelphia 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

N.Y. Rangers 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

N.Y. Islanders 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Carolina 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Washington 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Columbus 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

New Jersey 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Central Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

Nashville 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Chicago 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Winnipeg 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Minnesota 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

St. Louis 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Dallas 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Colorado 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pacific Division 

Vancouver 000 0 000 

Los Angeles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Calgary 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Analieim 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Arizona 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Edmonton 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

San Jose 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vegas 000 0 000 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 


the passer and Minnesota Viking’s __ 
Anthony Barr was fined $10,026 for a 
facemask call and $20,054 for a horse- 
collar tackle. 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Released S 
Demetrious Cox and LB Nigel Harris from 
the practice squad. Signed WR Bernard 
Reedy and S Darian Thompson to the 
practice squad. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Waived DT Jus¬ 
tin Zimmer. Signed DT Michael Bennett 

'buffalo bills - Released DE Nate 
Orchard. Signed CB Dontae Johnson. 

CAROLINA PANTHERS - Signed P Mi¬ 
chael Palardy to a three-year contract 
extension through the 2021 season. 

CLEVELAND BROWNS - Placed DB Ter¬ 
rance Mitchell on injured reserve. Signed 
DB Jeremiah McKinnon from the practice 
squad. 

DETROIT LIONS - Waived CB Dee Vir¬ 
gin. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Waived P 
Drew Kaser. Signed P Donnie Jones. 

MIAMI DOLPHINS - Released DT Jor¬ 
dan Phillips. 

TENNESSEE TITANS - Signed WR Chad 
Hansen and LB LaTroy Lewis to the prac¬ 
tice squad. Released WR Kalif Raymond 
from the practice squad. Announced 
Oakland signed OL Ian Silberman from 
the practice squad. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed RB 
Mack Brown to the practice squad. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

ANAHEIM DUCKS - Assigned C Joseph 
Blandisi and D Jaycob Megna to San Di¬ 
ego (AHL). 

ARIZONA COYOTES - Placed F Josh 
Archibald, D Jakob Chychrun and Cs 
Christian Dvorak and Alex Galchenyuk 
on injured reserve. Assigned D Trevor 
Murphy to Tucson (AHL). 

BUFFALO SABRES - Claimed LW Remi 
Elie off waivers from Dallas. 

CALGARY FLAMES - Assigned Fs An¬ 
drew Mangiapane and Anthony Peluso, 
D Rasmus Andersson and G Jon Gillies to 
Stockton (AHL). 

CAROLINA HURRICANES - Claimed G 
Curtis McElhinney off waivers from To¬ 
ronto. 

DETROIT RED WINGS - Assigned RW 
Luke Witkowski and D Joe Hicketts and 
Filip Hronekto Grand Rapids (AHL). 

LOS ANGELES KINGS - Placed Fs 
Dustin Brown and Jonny Brodzinski on 
injured reserve. Designated F Gabriel 
Vilardi as injured/non-roster. Released F 
Emerson Etem from his professional try¬ 
out agreement. 

MINNESOTA WILD - Placed D Gustav 
Olofsson on waivers. 

PHILADELPHIA FLYERS - Claimed G 
Calvin Pickard off waivers from Toronto. 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Assigned Fs Chris 
Thorburn and Zach Sanford, D Jake Wal- 
man and G Ville Hussofour players to 
San Antonio (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS - Claimed F 
Dmitrij Jaskin off waivers from St. Louis. 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

SPORTING KANSAS CITY - Signed F 
Tyler Freeman through 2022. 

COLLEGE 

GUILFORD - Named Reid Jacoby 
men’s assistant basketball coach. 

SAINT JOSEPH’S - Promoted Renie 
Shields to senior associate athletics 
director for student experience, Katie 
Shields to senior associate athletics di¬ 
rector for development and Ken Krimmel 
to assistant athletics director for com¬ 
pliance. Named Emily Saleski assistant 
athletic trainer, Pete O’Hara assistant 
baseball coach and Ahmad Salamah as¬ 
sistant strength and conditioning coach. 


No games scheduled 

Wednesday’s games 
Montreal at Toronto 
Boston at Washington 
Calgary at Vancouver 
Anaheim at San Jose 

Thursday’s games 
Washington at Pittsburgh 


Boston at Buffalo 
N.Y. Islanders at Carolina 
Columbus at Detroit 
Nashville at N.Y. Rangers 
Chicago at Ottawa 
Winnipeg at St. Louis 
Arizona at Dallas 
Minnesota at Colorado 
Philadelphia at Vegas 

Friday’s games 
Carolina at Columbus 
San Jose at Los Angeles 

Saturday’s games 

Edmonton vs. New Jersey at Gothen¬ 
burg, Sweden 

Winnipeg at Dallas 
N.Y. Rangers at Buffalo 
Ottawa at Toronto 
Florida at Tampa Bay 
Nashville at N.Y. Islanders 
Montreal at Pittsburgh 
Chicago at St. Louis 
Vegas at Minnesota 
Anaheim at Arizona 
Philadelphia at Colorado 
Vancouver at Calgary 

Calendar 

Oct. 3 — Regular season begins. 

2019 

Jan. 1 — Winter Classic, Boston at Chi¬ 
cago, Notre Dame Stadium, South Bend, 
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AUTO RACING/GOLF 

Charlotte's Voval' 
a smashing success 
except for Johnson 



Chuck Burton/AP 


Drivers bring their cars through a chicane during the NASCAR 
Cup series race at Charlotte Motor Speedway on Sunday. Racing 
has become stagnant on 1.5-mile ovals, and the roval provided 
something fresh and new. 


By Jenna Fryer 
Associated Press 

CONCORD, N.C. — Wherever 
NASCAR is headed these next 
few years, Marcus Smith proved 
he deserves a seat at the head ne¬ 
gotiating table. 

The head of Speedway Motor- 
sports Inc. has been pushing for 
innovative changes in the sport, 
and he actually put his money 
where his ideas are by renovat¬ 
ing Charlotte Motor Speedway 
into a combination oval and road 
course that made for one of the 
most exciting races of the season. 
There were so many unknowns 
surrounding Smith’s “roval” that 
fans were genuinely excited for 
Sunday’s playoff race (it helped 
that the word “roval” was a draw 
all its own, prompting casual fans 
to give a curious look at NASCAR 
for the first time in forever). 

When the smoke from the post¬ 
race fireworks finally cleared 
Sunday, and Ryan Blaney had 
washed down his playoff victory 
with a champagne toast led by 
Smith and Charlotte’s loyal fans, 
NASCAR was able to sit back and 
celebrate a successful weekend. 

It’s been a while since ev¬ 
erything went this well — with 
Jimmie Johnson a prominent 
exception. 

There won’t be a record eighth 
championship, at least not this 
year, because the most accom¬ 
plished driver of his generation 
refused to play follow the leader 
across the finish line. Winless 
and losing the only sponsor he’s 
ever had in NASCAR, Johnson 
and his Hendrick Motorsports 
team have not appeared to be a 
contender this season. Had John¬ 
son advanced to the second round 
of the playoffs it would have been 
a welcome victory, small as it 
may be since he entered the race 
a candidate for elimination. 

Instead, Johnson found himself 
running inside the top 10 for a 
large chunk of the race, and after 


a late crash knocked out some of 
the most dominant cars, Johnson 
was second to Martin Truex Jr. 
over the final three laps. 

Had Johnson stayed in line, he 
would have moved on to the play¬ 
offs. But he hasn’t won in more 
than a year and the race was at 
Charlotte, where Johnson won 
eight points races on the oval and 
was once unbeatable. He made 
his move on the final lap and it 
was a spectacular disaster. First 
Johnson wheel-hopped as he 
tried to pass Truex, then his car 
slid through grass and shot back 
out, clipping Truex, and Blaney 
slipped by both for the victory. 

It’s hard to criticize Johnson 
for going for a drought-ending 
win. Where he truly messed up 
was in missing the final corner 
on the roval. Under the rules, 
Johnson was forced to stop his 
car and self-penalize himself for 
the whiff When he drove off, he’d 
fallen from second to eighth, lost 
his cushion in the standings and 
ended up in a three-way tie for the 
final transfer spot in the playoffs 
— and he lost on a tie-breaker. 

Had Johnson not stopped after 
the spin and let all those cars past 
him, he wouldn’t have finished 
eighth. He also would have forced 
NASCAR to decide whether to 
penalize him post-race for miss¬ 
ing the turn. 

That wasn’t one of the second 
guesses Johnson had on Monday. 
He said on social media he would 
have only changed front brake 
bias as he headed into the brak¬ 
ing zone because he believes that 
would have put him in a door-to- 
door race with Truex across the 
finish line. 

He will never know. And his los¬ 
ing streak continues as he heads 
this weekend to Dover Interna¬ 
tional Raceway, site of his last 
victory nearly 17 months ago. 

On the flip side, the first round 
of the playoffs could not have 
gone any better for Team Penske, 
which got a Brad Keselowski win 


in the opener, a Blaney win in the 
closer and all three of its drivers 
avoided elimination as the field 
was cut to 12. 

That might not have been the 
case for Blaney had he not kept 
his car clean when Keselowski 
missed the entrance to the first 
turn on a restart with six laps 
remaining. Keselowski led the 
front line into the tire barrier and 
knocked himself out of the race 
and ruined Kyle Larson’s chances 
at the win. 

Blaney was in that mess, but 
backed out of it unscathed. 

His shot at advancing into the 
next round was intact, so he was 
content where he was in the run¬ 
ning order on the final lap. Then 
came the gift from Johnson and 
he pounced, with mixed feelings 
after. 

“I don’t want people to look at it 
as, ‘Oh, you just won because the 
two guys wrecked,”’ Blaney said. 
“That’s what it was, and you don’t 
want to be kind of overjoyed about 
it. You have to have some pride in 
it, I guess, it’s a weird feeling. I 
hate using that ‘undeserved’ word 
because we deserved it because 
we put ourselves in that spot. But 
it’s just a different. I’ve never won 
a race like that before.” 

It had to be equally weird for 
Blaney, the son of sprint car star 
Dave Blaney and a native of near¬ 
by High Point, woke up Monday 
and found his local paper cel¬ 
ebrating the win by none other 
than “Dave Blaney.” Ryan Blaney 


wasn’t complaining; his dad was 
at the track for the first time in 
nearly two months and the entire 
family celebrated Ryan Blaney’s 
first victory of the season. 

Racing has become stagnant 
on 1.5-mile ovals and the lack of 
on-track action has made sell¬ 
ing tickets a challenge for race 
promoters. 

Smith and his SMI group spent 
almost three years pushing for the 
roval race, which came the same 
season NASCAR used an experi¬ 
mental rules package in the All- 
Star race at Charlotte that Smith 
favored if for no other reason than 
it was something different. 

Fans loved the All-Star rules 
(drivers did not) but Smith has fo¬ 
cused mostly on what his custom¬ 
ers are clamoring for. The roval 
provided something fresh and 
new, and Smith isn’t done push¬ 
ing for more innovation. 

He said after the checkered 
flag that he felt as if he himself 
had just won the race. 

“I wanted there to be an oppor¬ 
tunity to pass for the lead, for the 
win on that last lap,” Smith said. 
“What happened is not what I had 
imagined or necessarily hoped 
for. I think it was incredibly excit¬ 
ing. The roar from the fans was 
all I needed to know that that was 
the moment that everybody will 
remember for a long time.” 

If Smith’s ideas can create 
more moments like Sunday’s fin¬ 
ish, then everyone should be lis¬ 
tening to him. 


Koepka 
gutted over 
wounded 
Ryder fan 

Associated Press 

ST. ANDREWS, Scotland — 
Brooks Koepka is thinking about 
more than just golf these days. 

The 28-year-old American, the 
US. Open and PGA Champion¬ 
ship winner, said Wednesday he 
was heartbroken to hear a woman 
struck by his tee shot at the Ryder 
Cup last week might lose vision in 
her right eye. 

Koepka’s wild shot on the sixth 
hole at Le Golf National hit Corine 
Remande in the head. According 
to French media reports, doctors 
say she has lost sight and she is 
considering legal action. 

“No one feels worse about this 
than I do. It’s a tragic accident,” 
said Koepka, adding he has been 
trying to get in touch with Re¬ 
mande. “I’m heartbroken and all 
messed up inside. It’s sad and I 
really am torn up about it. She’s 
not going to be able to see out of 
her eye ever again. All because 
I hit a golf ball. This is definitely 
the one shot in my career that I 
am going to regret.” 

Koepka, who is in Scotland to 
play at the Alfred Dunhill Links 
Championship, also said he and 
Dustin Johnson did not have 
an argument or a fight during a 
party after the Ryder Cup. 

“This Dustin thing I don’t get,” 
Koepka said. “There was no fight. 
There was no argument. He is one 
of my best friends. I love the kid 
to death. We talked on the phone 
Monday and yesterday. So tell me 
how we fought? I don’t know. 

“It’s actually quite funny to us. 
How could we get into a fight on 
the flight over? We were sleeping. 
It’s just laughable. I’d actually be 
curious to see who would win that 
fight, though. It would be interest¬ 
ing. It would be rough and rowdy. 
But we have never fought. That’s 
not our relationship. We are two 
even-keeled guys. I can’t remem¬ 
ber raising my voice to him. And 
I don’t think he has ever raised 
his voice to me. Ever, in our four 
years of friendship. That’s not 
who we are.” 
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Tony Avelar/AP 


Calgary Flames goaltender Mike Smith, right, blocks a shot by San 
Jose Sharks right wing Time Meier, left, during a preaseason game. 
Smith will be wearing a smaller chest protector this season as the 
league continues to reduce the size of goalie equipment. 


Goalie equipment 
gets even smaller 


Associated Press 

Winnipeg Jets goaltender Con¬ 
nor Hellebuyck recently stopped 
a puck near his collarbone. It was 
a shot that, in years past, he might 
not have thought about twice. 

This time, it hurt. 

“Didn’t feel very good,” Helle¬ 
buyck said. 

He and his fellow NHL goal¬ 
ies will be wearing a smaller 
chest protector this season as the 
league continues to reduce the 
size of equipment, following re¬ 
cent reductions for pads 
and pants. The overall z 
aim is to boost scor¬ 
ing while at the same 
time rewarding athletic 
ability in the crease by 
eliminating unneces¬ 
sary padding that wasn’t 
protecting goalies, but 
instead simply helping 
them block pucks. 

A 190-pound goalie 
and a 240-pound goalie 
will no longer cut the 
same figure on the ice. 

“Three or four years 
ago, talking to some of 
the best goalies in hock¬ 
ey ... they wanted us to 
try to find a way to make 
goalies look closer to the size they 
were,” Kay Whitmore, NHL vice 
president of hockey operations, 
told The Canadian Press. “The 
biggest complaint was, ‘If I weigh 
50 pounds more than another guy, 
why do we look the same?”’ 

The league, working in con¬ 
junction with the NHL Players’ 
Association, has focused on re¬ 
ducing the size of the shoulders 
on chest protectors by roughly 
an inch to make them less boxy 
and more form-fitting. The same 
goes for the padding on a goalie’s 
arms. 

Getting the new equipment has 
taken longer because of delays 
with manufacturers, but Whit¬ 
more said the league is close 
to what will become the “new 
normal.” 

“We wanted to get it right once 


and for all,” he said. “It was a 
more complicated piece of equip¬ 
ment than when we introduced 
the new pants or pads. We can ask 
companies to make changes, but 
things didn’t move very fast until 
we created a standard, gave them 
specifics and asked them to build 
to it.” 

Whitmore, who played the posi¬ 
tion for 155 games with four NHL 
teams in his 15-year career, said 
safety remains a top priority. 

“There’s no expectation that a 
goalie should have to do his job 
getting bruised daily,” 
he said. “I don’t want 
to see guys go on the 
ice fearful of getting 
hit with pucks, because 
that’s what they do for a 
living.” 

Mathieu Schneider, 
special assistant to 
NHLPA executive di¬ 
rector Donald Fehr, said 
the personal nature of 
chest protectors has 
been a challenge. Some 
goalies had worn their 
old ones for a decade or 
Connor more. 

Hellebuyck NHL shooters scored 
Jets goalie more times in 2017-18 
than in any season since 
2005-06, averaging nearly six 
goals per game. 

With that in mind, Hellebuyck 
said he doesn’t see a need to 
change — for any reason. 

“I’m not happy about it be¬ 
cause it’s my job,” he said. “And 
really what they want is me to be 
worse.” 

With the process underway 
since 2016, Whitmore said, recent 
history gives him confidence the 
new gear will provide the game 
an overall benefit. 

“It makes the job a little more 
difficult,” he said. “We changed 
other things to make goaltenders 
more mobile. At first they didn’t 
agree with it, but once they start¬ 
ed playing they felt faster, quicker 
and actually got better. I don’t ex¬ 
pect anything different from this 
once they adapt.” 


I’m not 
happy 
about it 
because 
it’s my job. 
And reaiiy 
what they 
want is 
me to be 
worse. ^ 


Devils' Hischier latest 
in line of skilled Swiss 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

W hen Nico Hischier was born in 1999 in 
the mountainside town of Naters, exact¬ 
ly one Swiss born-and-trained player 
had been in the NHL — for exactly one 
forgettable game. 

After Pauli Jaks tended goal for two periods in 
1995, it took until 2001 for Reto Von Arx to become 
the first Swiss skater to make his NHL debut and 
many more years before the country had its first in¬ 
ternational hockey hero in Mark Streit. 

Switzerland sent goaltenders David Aebischer 
and Martin Gerber, Streit and fellow defensemen 
Yannick Weber and Roman Josi to the NHL as its 
population surpassed 8 million and more money 
went into developing the sport. Last year, Switzer¬ 
land finally topped the charts when the New Jersey 
Devils made Hischier the first Swiss to go No. 1 in 
the NHL Draft. 

He is the latest in a suddenly strong line of skilled 
Swiss forwards emerging as NHL stars. 

“It starts at a young age,” Hischier said. “There 
are some good coaches and some really good teams 
that you can develop (with). ... They do a great job 
to be able to go practice and be able to do school. 
There’s special schools where you can do both. It’s 
all part of it.” 

Hischier is in the spotlight this week as he and 
the Devils returned to his junior town of Bern, Swit¬ 
zerland, to practice and play an exhibition game be¬ 
fore facing the Edmonton Oilers in Sweden to open 
the season. He is the poster boy for this generation 
of Swiss talent that includes Minnesota’s Nino Nie- 
derreiter, San Jose’s Timo Meier, Nashville’s Kevin 
Fiala and Vancouver’s Sven Baertschi. 

Those five players have already combined to play 
almost five times the number of games of all the 
Swiss forwards who came before them. 

“Swiss hockey’s been growing a lot over the years 
and we’ve been making steps,” Meier said. “Mark 
Streit and then Nino Niederreiter got drafted pretty 
high. That was the age where I was kind of realizing 
that’s where I want to be and that’s what I’m work¬ 
ing for. Just kind of watching these guys work their 
way into the NHL was pretty exciting and made me 
want to be there some day.” 



Derik Hamilton/AP 


The Philadelphia Flyers’ Mark Streit works with 
the puck during a game against the Detroit Red 
Wings on Nov. 2 , 2016 in Phiiadelphia. Streit 
is Switzeriand’s standard-bearer in hockey after 
piaying parts of 10 seasons for four teams. 

Streit, who retired last year, understands his place 
in Switzerland’s hockey pantheon, right there with 
Aebischer and Gerber as pioneers. He’s proud of 
how Swiss hockey has finally earned some respect 
internationally. 

“Ten, 12,15 years ago, nobody really talked about 
Swiss hockey,” Streit said. “Only a few, a handful, 
had been drafted. I think now, a few guys left a mark, 
so the teams know Swiss guys can play hockey.” 

Hischier is opening the door for the next genera¬ 
tion of players. Last summer, he skated with younger 
players and recalled that it felt weird to be admired. 
He realized he had a duty to help grow the sport 
back home and serve as a Streit-like inspiration. 



Julio Cortez/AP 


New Jersey Devils center Nico Hischier is in the spotlight this weekend as he and the Devils returned to 
his junior town of Bern, Switzerland, to practice and play an exhibition game. 
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Seattle 
next city 
set to get 
franchise 



Jessica Hill/AP 


After leading the Washington Capitals to their first Stanley Cup, Barry Trotz, back, left to take over the New \brk Islanders. 

New men behind the bench 

Several teams change coaches, including champion Caps 



Nick Wass/AP 


Todd Reirden was elevated to head coach from associate coach by 
the Capitals. He inherits a team that just won the Stanley Cup. 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

W hile the Washington 
Capitals are watch¬ 
ing their Stanley 
Cup banner rise to 
the rafters, Barry Trotz will be 
fresh off a plane in North Caroli¬ 
na, preparing for his own season 
opener. 

Trotz guided the Capitals to 
their first title last season and in 
winning it triggered an automatic 
contract extension far under the 
present-day market value for top 
NHL coaches. He resigned less 
than a week after the parade, 
joined the New York Islanders 
and brings with him almost two 
decades of NHL coaching experi¬ 
ence along with that Cup ring. 

“Everything he’s gone through 
and his success, it’s going to be 
just perfect for us,” Islanders for¬ 
ward Anders Lee said. “There’s 
plenty of guys on our team that 
are going to be able to learn from 
him and his experiences and he’s 
going to be able to give it to us and 
make us a better team.” 

The Islanders are one of six 
teams with a new coach this sea¬ 
son. The cross-town Rangers 
went the college route by hiring 
David Quinn from Boston Uni¬ 
versity, while the Dallas Stars 
hired Jim Montgomery from the 
University of Denver. The Caro¬ 


lina Hurricanes promoted assis¬ 
tant Rod Brind’Amour to replace 
Bill Peters when he left for Cal¬ 
gary and the Capitals made the 
no-brainer choice of elevating 
associate coach Todd Reirden to 
take over for Trotz. 

As Trotz begins what he and 
general manager Lou Lamoriello 
hope is an organizational culture 
change with the Islanders, Reird¬ 
en has assumed control of a team 
he knows well from four years as 
an assistant. Familiarity is Reird- 
en’s biggest asset as he becomes 
just the fourth coach to take over 
a defending Cup champion. 


“This is probably going to be 
the smoothest transition of any 
coaching change that I’ve ever 
heard of,” Capitals right winger 
T.J. Oshie said. “Everyone re¬ 
spects Todd, respects the way he 
coaches, respects how he treats 
people. What a guy Trotzy is. 
He’s going to be missed. But he’s 
on the other side now.” 

Trotz bears significant respon¬ 
sibility for changing the culture 
around the Capitals, buttoning 
down structure and fostering 
the right habits for success. New 
York doesn’t have the talent his 
old Washington teams did, espe¬ 


cially after captain John Tavares 
left to sign with Toronto, but the 
Islanders will get a taste of how 
Trotz makes teams perform bet¬ 
ter than they look on paper. 

“When you say culture change, 
it’s just a way of doing things,” 
Trotz said. “It may be the way 
we present ourselves, the way we 
react, the way we respond to ad¬ 
versity and all those things.” 

Trotz could easily go back to 
his coaching style from 15 years 
in Nashville, when he oversaw a 
team that was short on high-end 
skill but long on hard work and 
fundamentals. 

It worked there, as Trotz took 
the Predators to the playoffs 
seven times. He made four post¬ 
season appearances in six sea¬ 
sons with the Capitals. 

While it’s Trotz’s goal to get 
the Islanders back into playoff 
contention as soon as possible, 
Quinn’s job with the Rangers is 
much more about teaching and 
developing. New York still has 
All-Star goaltender Henrik Lun- 
dqvist and some veterans but is in 
the middle of a youth movement 
Quinn seems perfect for. 

“[He is] communicative, dis¬ 
arming, caring, approachable,” 
Rangers forward Chris Kreider 
said. “I think kind of the ideal 
pedigree that you’d want in a 
coach.” 


By Stephen Whyno 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — The NHL is 
moving forward with plans to ex¬ 
pand to Seattle. 

Commissioner Gary Bettman 
said Tuesday the Board of Gov¬ 
ernors’ executive committee 
recommended proceeding with 
Seattle’s expansion application, 
with an eye 
on voting 
to approve 
the league’s 
32nd fran¬ 
chise in De¬ 
cember. The 
recommen¬ 
dation came 
a few hours 
after key 


their case to the committee and 
hit it off enough that Seattle could 
be awarded a team two months 
from now. 

“The notion is have the board 
vote on expansion,” Bettman said. 
“And assuming, as I think every¬ 
body is, that it would be approved 

— I don’t want to be presumptu¬ 
ous of the board’s prerogative 

— but everything seems to be on 
track.” 

It was the best possible news 
that could have come out of the 
meetings for proponents of the 
NHL in Seattle. 

Bettman agreed with Seattle 
Mayor Jenny Durkan that the 
preference is for the team to 
begin play in the 2020-21 season, 
and that’s still a very real pos¬ 
sibility as long as renovations to 
KeyArena in downtown Seattle 
proceed as scheduled. 

“I’m very confident we’re going 
to be able to move forward and get 
what we need from the NHL and 
the team and stick to the schedule 
so we have hockey in 2020,” Dur¬ 
kan said. “They know we want it 
in 2020 and [the league would] 
like to have it in 2020, too, if we 
get the team.” 

When the board next meets 
Dec. 3-4, Bettman expects a full 
report on Seattle expansion and 
said the goal is for the governors 
to vote at that time, with 24 of 
32 needed for approval. It’s con¬ 
ceivable the board votes to give 
Seattle the green light for 2020 
contingent on the arena with the 
option to push things back to 2021 
if necessary. 

Approval seems assured at this 
point. Bettman said the endorse¬ 
ment by the nine-owner execu¬ 
tive committee “speaks volumes,” 
and it seems unlikely the board 
will turn down a $650 million 
expansion fee for the opportu¬ 
nity to expand to the US. Pacific 
Northwest, provide a natural geo¬ 
graphic rival for the Vancouver 
Canucks and balance the Eastern 
and Western conferences at 16 
teams each. 
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Photos by John Bazemore/AP 


Bengals wide receiver AJ. Green, left, runs against Atlanta Falcons defensive back Robert Alford on 
Sunday. Green and quarterback Andy Dalton are reviving the offense that finished last last season. 


Bengals making big plays 

Cincinnati’s overhauled offense finding its stride behind QB Dalton 


By Joe Kay 

Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Sitting in the 
end zone after his game-turning 
catch, A.J. Green raised the ball 
in celebration as Bengals team¬ 
mates streamed toward him. 
They haven’t had many moments 
like this one—not in recent years, 
not in their 51-year history. 

The moment captured the dif¬ 
ference between this Bengals 
team and the past few: It’s devel¬ 
oped a knack for the big play in 
the final minutes. 

Green’s diving 13-yard touch¬ 
down catch with 7 seconds left 
gave Cincinnati a 37-36 victory 
Sunday in Atlanta and left the 
Bengals (3-1) tied with Baltimore 
atop the AFC North after a chal¬ 
lenging opening month. 

They played three of their first 
four on the road, and won two of 
them with a last-minute play. A 
fumble return for a touchdown got 
them a 34-23 win in Indianapolis, 
the type of play they’ve lacked the 
past two seasons as they missed 
out on the playoffs. 

On Sunday in Atlanta, they had 
plenty of big plays under the most 
intense pressure. 

Andy Dalton converted a third 
down and a pair of fourth-down 
plays during the winning drive, 
then finished it off with a perfect 
throw to a sliding Green in the 
corner of the end zone. It was only 
the second time in franchise his¬ 
tory that Cincinnati got a winning 
touchdown pass with less than 10 
seconds left. 

“I think in the NFL, your great 
players have got to play great, and 
rightnow we’regettingthat,” coach 
Marvin Lewis said Monday. 

“Our other guys are growing up 
around them because they want 
to be ‘look at me, too.’ So I think 
we’re gaining some of that.” 



Bengals quarterback Andy 
Dalton had a perfect passer 
rating in the first half of the 
Bengals’ latest victory. 

Dalton and Green are reviving 
an offense that finished last in the 
league last season and was over¬ 
hauled by coordinator Bill Lazor, 
putting more of an emphasis 
on throwing the ball downfield. 
Green had a career-high three 
touchdown catches during a 34- 
23 win over the Ravens in Cincin¬ 
nati’s only home game. 

Dalton was nearly perfect in 
the first half against the Falcons, 
going 14-for-16 for 211 yards with 
two touchdowns, no interceptions 
and a passer rating of 158.3 — the 
best possible. He finished 29-for- 
41 for 337 yards with three touch¬ 
downs and one interception. 

On the last 12 plays of the win¬ 
ning drive, Dalton either scram¬ 
bled or threw. Players found the 
16-play drive significant, given 
how they’d been unable to do any¬ 
thing like it recently. 

“Whether or not it is just a win, 
it felt different,” running back 
Giovani Bernard said. 

The Bengals will have to re¬ 
place tight end Tyler Eifert for 


their home game Sunday against 
Miami (3-1), which is coming off 
a 38-7 loss to New England. Eif¬ 
ert dislocated and broke his right 
ankle while being tackled early in 
the second half, his latest season- 
scuttling injury. 

“It’s rough, especially over the 
years how he’s dealt with some 
things and people try to say he’s 
not tough and stuff, but it’s real 
things that are happening to him,” 
tight end Tyler Kroft said Monday. 
“It’s not httle things keeping him 
out. That’s what’s a shame.” 

Eifert stayed in Cincinnati with 
an incentive-laden one-year deal, 
extending a career that’s been 
sidetracked by mgjor back, shoul¬ 
der, elbow and ankle injuries. 
He’s played six games the past 
two seasons. 

“When you lose a great player, a 
lot is going to change, so we have 
to figure that out,” Lazor said. 

Burfict back: Linebacker Von- 
taze Burfict can return this week 
from his four-game suspension 
for violating the NFL’s policy on 
performance-enhancers. When 
he returned from injury or sus¬ 
pensions the past three seasons, 
he played a significant amount in 
his first game back. 

Lewis indicated there’s a chance 
that running back Joe Mixon, who 
missed the past two games follow¬ 
ing knee surgery, could return to 
practice this week. Mixon had a 
piece of torn cartilage removed 
from his right knee. 

Second time: Dalton’s winning 
touchdown pass was only the sec¬ 
ond in Bengals history with less 
than 10 seconds left in a game. 
The other came from Akili Smith, 
who threw a 2-yard touchdown 
pass to Carl Pickens in Cleveland 
for an 18-17 win in 1999. It was 
Cincinnati’s only win in the first 
11 games that season. 


Leaders 


NFC individual leaders 


Goff, LA 
Cousins, MIN 
Fitzpatrick, TAM 
Ryan, ATL 
Brees, NOR 
Stafford, DET 
A. Rodgers, GBY 
Manning, NYG 
Trubisky, CHI 
Ru. Wilson, SEA 


Quarterbacks 

AttCom Yds TD li 

134 97 1406 11 

189 131 1387 10 

129 87 1356 11 

145 99 1316 10 

161 122 1295 8 

165 112 1202 8 

156 99 1130 7 

151 112 1055 4 

130 91 “ 


121 76 


7 3 


Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

73 426 5.8 41 2 

79 338 4.3 23 4 

41 313 7.6 66t 1 

56 275 4.9 49t 5 

46 271 5.9 45 0 

56 260 4.6 68t 3 

56 236 4.2 41 3 

38 216 5.7 32 1 

54 210 3.9 36 1 

64 203 3.2 17 1 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

29 502 17.3 58 0 

40 473 11.8 45t 2 

26 452 17.4 57 1 

42 445 10.6 35 3 

29 426 14.7 51 3 

17 424 24.9 75t 3 

28 389 13.9 67 3 

24 348 14.5 70t 4 

35 336 9.6 35 1 

31 331 10.7 30 0 

Punters 

No Yds LG Avg 

20 1029 68 51.4 
22 1122 61 51.0 

13 632 58 48.6 
25 1210 69 48.4 
19 909 60 47.8 
18 854 63 47.4 

14 661 63 47.2 
17 784 56 46.1 
14 643 59 45.9 
16 722 57 45.1 

Punt Returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 
NNatson, LA „ o 

Cohen, CHI 
Lockett, SEA 
\. Humphries, TAM 


E. Elliott, DAL 
Gurley, LA 
Breida, SNF 
Kamara, NOR 
McCaffrey, CAR 
Barkley, NYG 
A. Peterson, WAS 
K. Johnson, DET 
T. Coleman, ATL 
J. Howard, CHI 


Ju. Jones, ATL 
Thielen, MIN 
Cooks, LA 
Mi. Thomas, NOR 
M. Evans, TAM 
De. Jackson, TAM 
G. Tate, DET 
Kupp, LA 
Kamara, NOR 
Beckham, NYG 


Johnston, PHL 
A. Lee, ARI 
Morstead, NOR 
Dickson, SEA 
Dixon, NYG 
Scott, GBY 
O’Donnell, CHI 
Chris Jones, DAL 
Palardy, CAR 
Bosher, ATL 


D.. Moore, CAR 
Cobb, GBY 
Agnew, DET 
Hardy, ATL 
Austin, DAL 
Pettis, SNF 


D. Reed, SNF 
M. Hall, ATL 
Agnew, DET 
Ta. Hill, NOR 
Lockett, SEA 
S. Wilson, TAM 


8 141 17.6 
.1 141 12.8 42 0 

.1 89 8.1 19 0 

5 35 7.0 16 0 

4 28 7.0 15 0 

7 46 6.6 17 0 

7 39 5.6 16 0 

5 26 5.2 6 0 

7 33 4.7 15 0 

6 26 4.3 14 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 


9 273 30.3 90 
6 169 28.2 53 
6 167 27.8 45 
5 127 25.4 47 

5 105 21.0 30 

6 97 16.2 29 

Scoring 


Gurley, LA 
Kamara, NOR 6 

Ridley, ATL 6 

Kupp, LA 4 

Ajayi, PHL 3 

S. Diggs, MIN 3 

13 tied with 18 points 
Kickini 


Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 

- 0 40 


0 40 
0 36 
0 24 
0 20 
0 20 


Lutz, NOR 
Parkey,CHI 
Crosby, GBY 
Gould, SNF 
Prater, DET 
Maher, DAL 
Rosas, NYG 
Bryant, ATL 
Catanzaro, TAM 
J. Elliott, PHL 
Janikowski, SEA 


ng 

PAT FG LG Pts 

11- 11 10-11 49 41 

12- 12 9-10 50 39 

8-9 10-11 52 38 
8-9 10-10 45 38 

10-10 8-10 43 34 

5-5 8-9 50 29 

5-5 8-8 44 29 

10-11 6-6 55 28 

13- 14 5-6 36 28 

8-8 6-8 37 26 

10-10 5-8 56 25 


NFC team statistics 


Tampa Bay 

New Orleans 

Atlanta 

Detroit 

Minnesota 

Washington 

Green Bay 

Carolina 

Philadelphia 

San Francisco 

Chicago 

N.Y. Giants 

Dallas 

Seattle 

Arizona 


Washington 

Chicago 

Dallas 

Green Bay 

Seattle 

Detroit 

L.A. Rams 

Philadelphia 

N.Y. Giants 

Carolina 

Arizona 

San Francisco 

Minnesota 

New Orleans 

Atlanta 

Tampa Bay 


Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 

468.5 125.2 

432.8 69.5 

418.2 104.5 

410.8 96.0 

390.5 98.0 

390.2 63.0 
383.0 137.7 
371.0 102.0 

369.7 166.0 

363.8 118.2 

360.8 133.5 
341.0 121.5 

314.2 82.0 

311.8 145.2 
302.0 105.5 

208.5 66.8 
DEFENSE 

Yards Rush 
278.0 90.7 

294.5 64.0 

306.2 97.8 

326.2 107.8 

326.8 122.5 

329.5 157.8 

333.5 86.0 

335.2 63.8 

354.8 126.0 

356.7 110.0 
377.0 141.2 

380.5 104.2 

381.5 104.0 

390.5 79.5 
403.0 119.0 

445.8 87.8 


AFC indvidual ieaders 

Quarterbacks 

AttCom Yds TD li 

Roethlisberger, PIT 186 119 1 ‘ 

D. Carr, OAK ’ 

Flacco, BAL 
Watson, HOU 
Dalton, CIN 
P. Rivers, LAC 
Luck, IND 
Bortles, JAC 
Brady, NE 
Mahomes, KC 


Lynch, OAK 
C. Hyde, CLE 
M. Gordon, LAC 
Conner, PIT 
L. Miller, HOU 
Yeldon, JAC 
Lindsay, DEN 
Michel, NE 
Ekeler, LAC 
Mixon, CIN 


169 120 1373 6 7 

171 110 1252 8 2 

148 92 1246 7 4 

157 103 1197 11 6 

147 100 1156 11 2 

186 125 1126 9 3 

150 97 1095 7 3 

135 87 918 9 4 

93 62 896 13 0 

Rushers 

Att Yds Avg LG TD 

68 300 4.4 52 3 

'3 285 3.4 22 5 


54 276 

63 232 3.7 27 3 

58 225 3.9 31 0 

49 205 4.2 20 1 

33 198 6.0 53 0 

49 196 4.0 23 1 

28 188 6.7 32 0 

38 179 4.7 27 1 

Receivers 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

D. Hopkins, HOU 30 443 14.8 31 2 

Smith-Schuster, PIT 31 416 13.4 67 1 

Cook, OAK 26 370 14.2 45 2 

Boyd, CIN 26 349 13.4 49 2 

Jo. Brown, BAL 15 338 22.5 71 3 

■ ■■ " 24 312 13.0 39 1 

22 312 14.2 51 1 

14 310 22.1 58t 3 

20 297 14.8 38t 5 

21 294 14.0 42 2 

21 294 14.0 61t 1 

Punters 

No Yds LG Avg 

16 798 63 49.9 
9 443 67 49.2 

20 974 62 48.7 
13 629 66 48.4 

22 1064 62 48.4 

23 1085 65 47.2 

17 800 59 47.1 
27 1227 59 45.4 
17 772 59 45.4 


J. Landry, CLE 
Cor. Davis, TEN 
T. Hill, KC 
A. Green, CIN 
T. Hilton, IND 
Westbrook, JAC 


Koch, BAL 
D. Colquitt, KC 
Kern, TEN 
Kaser, LAC 
Edwards, NYJ 
Haack, MIA 
R. Allen, NE 
Bojorquez, BUF 
Sanchez, IND 


A. Roberts, NYJ 
T. Hill, KC 
Dw. Harris, OAK 
Jak. Grant, MIA 
Switzer, PIT 
Ervin, HOU 
Cy. Jones, NE 
Jan. Grant, BAL 
Mickens, JAC 
J.. Jones, LAC 


No Yds Avg LG TD 

6 160 26.7 78t 1 

4 100 25.0 91t 1 

7 119 17.0 49 0 

5 58 11.6 22 0 

8 81 10.1 22 0 

11 110 10.0 27 0 

5 45 9.0 24 0 

7 52 7.4 51 0 


Jak. Grant, MIA 
Erickson, CIN 
M. Murphy, BUF 
Patterson, NE 
Ervin, HOU 
Ti. White, BAL 


M. Gordon, LAC 
A. Green, CIN 
C. Hyde, CLE 
Ja. Allen, BAL 
Crowell, NYJ 
T. Hill, KC 
J. White, NE 


Tucker, BAL 
Fairbairn, HOU 
Succop, TEN 
Lambo, JAC 
Vinatieri, IND 
Bullock, CIN 
Gostkowski, NE 
Myers, NYJ 
Sturgis, LAC 
Butker, KC 
Nugent, OAK 


10 53 5.3 16 

.8 11 0 

Kickoff returners 

No Yds Avg LG TD 

8 289 36.1102t 1 

5 155 31.0 47 0 

7 213 30.4 49 0 

6 157 26.2 45 0 

10 253 25.3 36 0 

6 135 22.5 37 0 

Scoring 
Touchdowns 

TD Rush Rec Ret Pts 
- 0 34 


5 0 5 0 30 

5 5 0 0 30 

4 3 1 0 24 

4 4 0 0 24 

4 0 3 1 24 

4 1 3 0 24 

Kicking 

PAT FG LG Pts 

12-12 9-10 55 39 

9-9 9-11 54 36 

6-6 9-10 53 33 

8-8 8-8 54 32 

8-8 8-9 51 32 

15- 15 5-6 42 30 

11-11 6-7 46 29 

8-9 7-7 55 29 

6-9 7-9 48 27 

16- 16 2-2 46 22 

4-5 6-6 52 22 


AFC team statistics 


Oakland 

Houston 

Pittsburgh 

Kansas City 

L.A. Chargers 

Baltimore 

Denver 

Jacksonville 

Cincinnati 

Cleveland 

New England 

Indianapolis 

Tennessee 

N.Y. Jets 

Miami 

Buffalo 


Jacksonville 

Baltimore 

New England 

N.Y. Jets 

Buffalo 

Tennessee 

Denver 

Indianapolis 

Houston 

L.A. Chargers 

Cleveland 

Miami 

Oakland 

Cincinnati 

Pittsburgh 

Kansas City 


Average per game 
OFFENSE 

Yards Rush 

441.8 108.8 

413.8 123.2 

411.0 72.2 

410.2 113.0 
403.5 124.8 


383.2 148.2 

380.0 113.5 
376.5 93.5 

366.0 152.8 

337.2 117.0 

337.0 72.0 

312.2 109.0 


220.8 88.2 
DEFENSE 

Yards Rush 

259.2 95.0 

275.8 82.5 

347.8 121.5 

355.5 108.2 

358.2 95.2 

360.8 118.0 

366.8 93.8 

377.2 109.2 

382.2 94.2 
385.0 109.2 
395.0 116.8 

395.2 110.5 

402.5 139.2 

419.2 115.8 

420.5 115.8 

451.8 123.2 


Pass 

333.0 

290.5 

338.8 

297.2 

278.8 

307.8 
235.0 

266.5 
283.0 

213.2 

220.2 
265.0 

203.2 

201.2 


263.2 

303.5 
304.8 

328.5 
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Steelers focus on 
starts, not RB Bell 


The Associated Press 

PITTSBURGH — If Le’Veon 
Bell is returning to the Pitts¬ 
burgh Steelers later this month, 
he hasn’t let his teammates and 
coaches know. 

Coach Mike Tomlin said Tues¬ 
day he hasn’t heard from the 
All-Pro running back, who told 
ESPN on Monday that he will end 
his standoff with the team around 
Pittsburgh’s bye week, which be¬ 
gins after the Steelers face the 
Bengals on Oct. 14. 

“I have not talked to Le’Veon 
and I really have no Le’Veon up¬ 
date,” Tomlin said. “It’s the best 
approach for us to focus on the 
guys which are here and working 
... we’ll cross that bridge when we 
come to it. Nothing has changed 
in that regard.” 

Bell is in the midst of an ex¬ 
tended absence as an act of self- 
preservation when he and the 
Steelers could not reach a long¬ 
term agreement after Pittsburgh 
placed the franchise tag on him in 
the spring. 

Technically he is not holding 
out because he has yet to sign his 
one-year deal, a decision that is 
costing him more than $850,000 
a week. Bell did not offer a spe¬ 
cific date for his return, but if he 


comes in around Oct. 15 it would 
give him two weeks to show the 
coaching staff what he can do be¬ 
fore the Steelers play Cleveland 
on Oct. 28. 

The two-time defending AFC 
North champions have slumped 
during Bell’s self-imposed sab¬ 
batical. Pittsburgh is 1-2-1 a quar¬ 
ter of the way through the season 
thanks in large part to sluggish 
starts that have forced them to 
play from behind and abandon 
the running game. The Steelers 
ran for 19 yards on 11 carries 
in a loss to Baltimore on Sunday 
night. 

Several of Bell’s teammates 

— particularly the offensive line 

— expressed frustration in early 
September when Bell opted not 
to rejoin the team in time for the 
opener, as he did in 2017. Quarter¬ 
back Ben Roethlisberger hopes 
Bell gives Pittsburgh a much- 
needed jolt, but isn’t exactly ex¬ 
pecting Bell to show up and save 
the day, whenever that day actu¬ 
ally arrives. 

“If [Bell] can come back and 
help us and be ready to go, then 
we’ll be ready to welcome him 
back,” Roethlisberger said on his 
weekly radio show on 93.7 The 
Fan. “A lot of things were said 
earlier in the year, but that’s kind 



Fred Vuich/AP 


Steelers head coach Mike 
Tomlin said he hasn't heard from 
All-Pro running back holdout 
LeVeon Bell. 

of in the past and we’ve moved 
on, and hopefully he’s moving on 
in the sense of getting back and 
ready to be with us.” 

Concerns over his usage rate in 
2018 perhaps hurting his value on 
the open market in 2019 played a 
role in Bell’s unprecedented move 
to remain away while the Steelers 
got off to their worst start since 
they dropped the first four games 
in 2013, his rookie season. 

Pittsburgh has been outscored 
42-6 in the first quarter this 
season. 

“We’ve got to get out of the gate 
quicker,” Tomin said. “You can’t 
spot people points in the National 
Football League. We’ve got to do 
a better job of starting game on 
both sides of the ball.” 


Irish prep 
for noisy 
Hokies 



Paul Sancya/AP 


Notre Dame head coach Brian Kelly is preparing his players for their 
first trip to Blacksburg, Va., to face No. 24 Virginia Tech by turning 
up the volume in practice and showing them clips of Lane Stadium. 


By John Fineran 

Associated Press 

SOUTH BEND, Ind. — It is a 
little noisy this week around the 
Notre Dame campus, and it has 
nothing to do with the undefeated 
start by the sixth-ranked Fight¬ 
ing Irish. 

It has everything to do with 
their first visit ever to Virginia 
Tech, where the 24th-ranked 
Hokies will enjoy the advantage 
of playing in a packed and deaf¬ 
ening Lane Stadium after run¬ 
ning onto the field to Metallica’s 
“Enter Sandman.” 

After dominating both sides 
of the line of scrimmage against 
Stanford in a 38-17 victory last 
weekend, Notre Dame coach 
Brian Kelly wants to see a similar 
performance on the road against 
the Hokies (3-1), who are coming 
off a 31-14 victory at Duke. 

“We’ve got to be able to do that 
on the road against a quality op¬ 
ponent and in an incredible at¬ 
mosphere,” Kelly said Tuesday. 
“[This] is something that we 
knew we were going to face. We 
get a chance to work on the things 
that have embedded in our pro¬ 
gram over the last seven months 
in terms of handling these tough 
environments.” 

Less than a year ago, one of 
those environments was too much 


for Notre Dame: Last Nov. 11, the 
third-ranked Irish were blown 
out 41-8 on the road by seventh- 
ranked Miami after Hurricanes 
fans taunted Notre Dame’s buses 
on the way to the stadium. 

“I was public in saying that I 
don’t think I even handled it the 
right way and giving them enough 
information about the situation,” 
Kelly said. “I can’t be caught off 
guard, and maybe I was caught 
off guard because I didn’t prepare 
them the right way. We won’t be 
caught off guard going into Lane 
Stadium.” 

Kelly plans to show his team 
video clips of the stadium, where 
fans are being asked this week to 
color coordinate their outfits to 
specific sections. 

“They will be much more ac¬ 
customed to the situation,” Kelly 
said of his players. “They know 
there will be a lot of orange. The 


decibels will be loud.” 

When asked if he talked to his 
team about Miami, Kelly said he 
hadn’t. But things were awfully 
noisy at times during spring prac¬ 
tice and are expected to be again 
this week before the team flies to 
Blacksburg on Friday. 

“It will be as loud as allowable,” 
Kelly said with a smile. “On cam¬ 
pus, we have some restrictions, but 
you’ll definitely know that there’s 
a practice going on. No doubt.” 

Kelly expects his team won’t 
see the Virginia Tech team that 
was stunned 40-35 last month at 
Old Dominion. 

“Virginia Tech has really shown 
under coach [Justin] Fuente the 
ability to score points, and [defen¬ 
sive coordinator Bud] Foster can 
do about anything from a defen¬ 
sive standpoint,” Kelly said. “And 
their special teams have that 
‘Beamer Ball’ mentality.” 


Twins fire Molitor 

Team eyes manager to develop young talent 


By Dave Campbell 
Associated Press 

MINNEAPOLIS — Two years 
ago, the Minnesota Twins made 
Derek Falvey their chief baseball 
officer with the precondition that 
Paul Molitor remain as manager. 

Molitor presided over a play¬ 
off team and won the American 
League Manager of the Year 
award in 2017, but the Twins 
slipped backward this season. 
Last week, Falvey and general 
manager Thad Levine decided 
the time was right to hire their 
own manager. 

Citing pursuit of more produc¬ 
tive development by their young¬ 
er players, Falvey and Levine 
fired Molitor on Tuesday while 
offering him an opportunity to 
remain with the organization in 
an undefined position in baseball 
operations. 

“This wasn’t about our record 
this year. This is about what we 
think is best as we continue to 
grow a young team in the direc¬ 
tion toward being a championship 
contender,” Falvey said. 

Falvey and other club execu¬ 
tives expressed confidence that 
Molitor would stay with the 
Twins beyond the 20 years he 
has already worked for them in 
various roles, including the final 
three seasons of his Hall of Fame 
playing career. 

“I fully respect that decision,” 
Molitor said in a statement distrib¬ 
uted by the team. “I will forever 
be grateful for the opportunity 
they gave me to serve in the role 
as manager for these past four 
years. I’m going to consider their 
genuine offer to serve in a differ¬ 
ent capacity to positively impact 
the Twins from a different role.” 

The Twins went 305-343 under 
the 62-year-old Molitor, with one 
appearance in the playoffs in 
2017. They were 78-84 this year, 
long out of postseason contention 
after a series of early setbacks to 
several key players. 

Falvey and Levine, in a news 
conference at Target Field to an¬ 
nounce the change, didn’t articu¬ 
late specific reasons for firing 
Molitor or desired qualities they’re 
seeking with his replacement. The 
20-minute session with report¬ 
ers was largely filled with praise 
of Molitor’s acumen and attitude, 
including a willingness to employ 
data-driven, new-age strategy like 
defensive shifts and starting a 
game with a rehef pitcher. 

With a backdrop of the strug¬ 
gles this year by center fielder 
Byron Buxton and third baseman 
Miguel Sano, the players long tar¬ 
geted as franchise cornerstones, 
the Twins have a need for new 
approaches and voices for their 
prospects that stretches beyond 
the main man in the dugout, how¬ 
ever. Soon after Molitor was dis¬ 
missed from his post, the Twins 
announced the firing of seven 
minor-league coaches and two 
strength and conditioning coach¬ 
es from the m^or league staff 



Jim Mone/AP 


The Twins fired manager Paul 
Molitor one season after he 
won the American League 
Manager of the Year award. In 
four seasons under Molitor, 
Minnesota went 305-343 with 
one appearance in the playoffs 
in 2017. 

“In conversation with Paul last 
year at that time, we did look at 
what the future could look like if 
he wasn’t managing,” Falvey said. 
“It’s never the right time to make 
a difficult decision, and it’s never 
easy. You have to weigh all the 
factors that we learned about this 
team this year, where we are and 
what need to do moving forward. 
We felt hke now was the time to 
have that conversation with Paul.” 

After the Twins went 85-77 and 
reached the wild-card game last 
season, Molitor was given a new 
three-year contract. Before Min¬ 
nesota edged into the postsea¬ 
son, there was buzz that Molitor 
might’ve been let go at the end of 
last season. 

“I don’t really think that that 
was a huge roadblock to them,” 
Pohlad said. “I mean, everybody 
wanted the situation to work out, 
and I did too, because Paul’s a 
personal friend and he’s done so 
much for our organization and is 
so important to our community. So 
I feel good about that decision.” 

Executives often prefer to pick 
their own managers, though, and 
Falvey and Levine will now un¬ 
dertake that task. They’re willing 
to wait until after the World Se¬ 
ries to decide, they said, in case a 
candidate is still participating. 

“This is an eye toward the fu¬ 
ture,” team president Dave St. 
Peter said. “What puts us in the 
best position to dig out of this hole 
that we’re in?” 

The Twins acquired relievers 
Fernando Rodney, Addison Reed 
and Zach Duke, starting pitchers 
Lance Lynn and Jake Odorizzi 
and designated hitter Logan Mor¬ 
rison over the winter, but Rodney 
and Duke were the only additions 
who couldn’t be considered disap¬ 
pointments on the field. 
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Boston keeps routine waiting for opponent 



Michael Dwyer/AP 


The Red Sex’s J.D. Martinez, center, celebrates his three-run home run that also drove in Brock Holt, left, and Tzu-Wei Lin, right, 
against the Yankees on Sunday. MVP candidate Martinez has delivered for Boston after getting a $110 million deal. 


By Kyle Hightower 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Alex Cora knows first-hand 
the way things change in October. That’s 
why the Boston Red Sox manager wants to 
keep everything the same for his club. 

Routine served Boston well during the 
regular season. Under their rookie skipper, 
the Red Sox posted a franchise-best 108 
wins and secured home-field advantage 
throughout the playoffs. 

They will enter the American League Di¬ 
vision Series on Friday with two AL MVP 
candidates in Mookie Betts and J.D. Marti¬ 
nez, plus Cy Young Award candidate Chris 
Sale and former Cy Young winners David 
Price and Rick Porcello — both coming off 
solid regular seasons. 

The Red Sox won’t know their opponent 
until Wednesday when the Yankees host the 
Athletics in the wild-card game. Cora said 
the team will gather for dinner and watch 
together. Other than that, their prepara¬ 
tions will be the same — from meetings, to 
batting practices, to bullpen sessions. 

“That’s why I feel they’re gonna be fine, 
because nothing’s gonna change,” Cora 
said. 

Boston is coming off consecutive first- 
round postseason exits, winning just one 
game in those two series. 

Cora was an assistant coach with the 
Houston Astros last year when they opened 
the ALDS against Boston with back-to- 
back 8-2 victories on their way to a 3-1 se¬ 
ries win and eventual World Series title. 

“It’s always good to have the last at-bat 
if you are down — no doubt about it,” Cora 
said of the benefits of opening at home. 
“We love it here...The atmosphere should 
be loud and we’ll take advantage of it.” 

Under Cora, the Red Sox have become 
an aggressive offensive team with depend¬ 
able power in the middle of the lineup — 
two of their biggest deficiencies in the past 
two postseasons. 

Martinez was given a $110 million, five- 
year contract this offseason specifically 
to help in those areas, and he has come 
through in a big way. 

He batted .330 with 43 home runs and 
130 RBIs. The only other Red Sox to hit 
at least .330 with 40-plus homers and 130 
RBIs are Ted Williams (1949) and Jimmie 
Foxx (1936, 1938). The last mgjor leaguer 
to do it was Miguel Cabrera (2013). 


And according to the Elias Sports Bu¬ 
reau, Betts and Martinez became the first 
MLB teammates to finish first and second 
in batting average and slugging percent¬ 
age since 1904, when Pittsburgh’s Honus 
Wagner and Fred Clarke did it. 

Betts also has other motivations enter¬ 
ing his third postseason. 

He hit just .200 in his first postseason 
in 2016 before bouncing back to hit .313 


last postseason. But he has yet to record a 
home run or RBI. 

He is coming off his best regular season 
as a mgjor leaguer, with career-bests in 
batting average (.346), slugging percent¬ 
age (.640) and home runs (32). 

“I think it’s one of those things where you 
gotta go out and do what you’ve been doing 
all year — don’t try to do anything more 
or take anything way,” Betts said. “Just see 


the game the same way we played 162.” 

Boston won its regular-season series 
with the Yankees 10-9, but went just 2-4 
against Oakland. The Athletics’ Sean Ma- 
naea no-hit Boston in April, though he’s 
now out for the season with an injury. 

Jackie Bradley Jr. said Boston has no 
preference for who it faces in Fenway Park 
on Friday. 

“The team that wins,” he said. 


MLB blasts ‘unwritten rules’ in new playoff ad 



Chris O’Meara/AP 


By Jake Seiner 
Associated Press 


The Yankees’ Giancarlo Stanton watches his home run on Sept. 27. 
Stanton is featured in an MLB playoff ad that denounces the game’s 
so-called “unwritten rules. 


NEW YORK — M^or League 
Baseball is opening October by 
blasting the game’s so-called 
“unwritten rules.” 

MLB released an advertise¬ 
ment ahead of Tuesday’s post¬ 
season opener denouncing the 
anti-bat flip attitudes of many 
baseball traditionalists. 

“Don’t stop and stare. Don’t flip 
your bat. Respect the jersey,” says 
a narrator at the start. Meanwhile, 
the commercial shows Giancarlo 
Stanton admiring a lengthy home 
run, Carlos Correa tossing his bat, 
Mookie Betts flexing and Yasiel 
Puig wagging his tongue after a 
daring headfirst slide. 

It also includes Atlanta rookie 
Ronald Acuna Jr. celebrating a 
home run against the Marlins. 
Acuna was plunked by Miami’s 


Jose Urena during his impres¬ 
sive five-game homer streak this 
season, an incident that put base¬ 
ball’s unwritten rules back under 
the microscope. 

After Acuna, the ad cuts to Hall 
of Earner Ken Griffey Jr. Griffey 
sports a backward baseball cap, 
just like he did as the fresh face of 
baseball in the early 1990s. 

“No more talk,” Griffey says. 
“Let the kids play.” 

The commercial features 
soundbites from a few broadcast¬ 
ers criticizing players, including 
one from longtime Turner Sports 
analyst Joe Simpson. The Braves 
announcer came under fire a few 
times this season, including when 
he labeled Dodgers veteran Chase 
Utley “unprofessional” for wear¬ 
ing a “K Cancer” T-shirt during 
batting practice. 

Simpson was left off TBS’s 


postseason lineup for this fall, 
a decision that was made last 
offseason. 

Proponents of baseball’s un¬ 
spoken code of conduct have 
gone hard after certain players 
for their postseason antics. Puig 
is a regular target because of his 
energetic shenanigans, and slug¬ 
ger Jose Bautista was rebuked for 
staring down his go-ahead homer 
in Game 5 of the 2015 AL Divi¬ 
sion Series. 

The game’s conservative crowd 
has gotten increasing pushback 
from younger players and fans, 
especially as MLB struggles to 
target younger viewers. Bryce 
Harper campaigned in 2016 to 
“Make Baseball Fun Again,” 
while some perceive the old-tim¬ 
ers to be unfairly forcing Latin 
players to conform to American 
cultural standards. 
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NLDS Game 1 
Atlanta Braves 
at Los Angeles Dodgers 

AFN-Sports 
10 p.m. Thursday GET 
5 a.m. Friday JKT 


NLDS capsule 


A look at the best-of-five National 
League Division Series between the At¬ 
lanta Braves and Los Angeles Dodgers: 

Season series: Dodgers won 5-2. 

Projected lineups: Braves: LF Ronald 
Acuna Jr. (.293, 26 HRs, 64 RBIs, 16 SBs), 
CF Ender Inclarte (.265, 10, 61, 28 SBs), 
IB Freddie Freeman (.309, 23, 98,10 SBs), 
RF Nick Markakis (.297, 14, 93), 3B Johan 
Camargo (.272, 19, 76), C Tyier Flowers 
(.227, 8, 30), 2B Ozzie Albies (.261, 24, 72, 
14 SBs), SS Dansby Swanson C238,14, 59, 
injured left hand) or Charlie Culberson 
(.270, 12, 45). 

Dodgers: LF Joe Pederson (.248,25,56) 
or Matt Kemp (.290, 21, 85, 115 Ks in 146 
games), 3B Justin Turner (.312, 14, 52), 
IB Max Muncy (.263, 35, 79, .958 OPS), SS 
Manny Machado (.315, 24, 65, .963 OPS 
with Orioles; .273, 13, 42, .825 OPS with 
Dodgers), C YasmanI Grandal (.241, 24, 
68), CF-IB Cody Bellinger (.260, 25, 76,151 
Ks In 162 games), RF Yaslel Pulg (.267, 23, 
63), 2B Enrique Hernandez (.256, 21, 52) 
or Brian Dozier (.227, 16, 52 with Twins; 
.182, 5, 20 with Dodgers). 

Starting pitchers: Braves: RH Mike 
Foltynewicz (13-10, 2.85 ERA, 202 Ks), 
RH Anibal Sanchez (7-6, 2.83), RH Kevin 
Gausman (10-11, 3.92 with Braves and 
Orioles; 5-3, 2.87 in 10 starts for Atlanta), 
RH Julio Teheran (9-3, 3.94, .196 oppo¬ 
nents’ batting average) or LH Sean New¬ 
comb (12-9, 3.90). 

Dodgers: LH Hyun-Jin Ryu (7-3, 1.97), 
LH Clayton Kershaw (9-5, 2.73, team-high 
155 Ks), RH Walker Buehler (8-5, 2.62, 151 
Ks), LH Rich Hill (11-5, 3.66, 150 Ks) or RH 
Ross Stripling (8-6, 3.02). 

Matchups: Third postseason meet¬ 
ing between the teams. Los Angeles 
beat Atlanta in four games in 2013 NLDS, 
which was Braves’ last playoff appear¬ 
ance. Braves swept Dodgers in 1996 
NLDS. ... Dodgers outscored Braves 35- 
18 this season. ... Braves have lost eight 
consecutive playoff series since sweep¬ 
ing Astros in 2001 NL Division Series. ... 
Foltynewicz had a 5.56 ERA, allowing sev¬ 
en earned runs in 1114 innings, against 
Dodgers in two regular-season starts.... 
Dodgers went 45-37 at home and head 
Into playoffs having won 14 of 18 overall. 
... Dodgers took two of three vs. Braves 
in LA from June 8-10 and three of four in 
Atlanta from July 26-29. ... Buehler has 
emerged as Dodgers’ second-best pitch¬ 
er behind Kershaw after starting sea¬ 
son at Triple-A Oklahoma City. Buehler 
limited hitters to .193 batting average, 
while striking out 151 against 37 walks 
In 24 regular-season games. Including 23 
starts.... Dodgers dig the long ball. Their 
235 homers led the NL. 


Big picture: Braves: NL East champion 
Atlanta (90-72) was expected to improve 
this season, but was not projected to be 
far along enough in its rebuild to chal¬ 
lenge for a postseason spot. Snitker, 
however, guided team to a huge Jump 
from 72 wins in 2017, when Braves fin¬ 
ished 25 games behind first-place Wash¬ 
ington, and their first division title since 
2013. 

Dodgers: NL West champion Los An¬ 
geles (92-71) Is looking to return to the 
World Series after losing Game 7 at 
home against Houston last year. Dodg¬ 
ers haven’t won it all since 1988. ... Los 
Angeles will try to win a Division Series 
for third straight year. Dodgers swept 
Arizona in three games last season and 
edged Washington 3-2 in 2016.... Dodgers 
went from second-most wins in team his¬ 
tory (104) last season to 92 this year, and 
from dominating the NL West to needing 
Game 163 tiebreaker victory over Colo¬ 
rado at home to clinch their record sixth 
consecutive division title. 


Watch for: Kenley the closer. Jansen 
allowed 18 homers this season, more 
than twice as many as his previous ca¬ 
reer high. He gave up back-to-back home 
runs in the division tiebreaker against 
the Rockies, although he was pitching 
with a comfortable lead. Jansen had 
heart issues during the season and said 
he’s going to need surgery. 

On the bench. Snitker said he feels 
good about Lucas Duda’s availability to 
pInch-hit after Duda was limited late in 
the season by a sore back. Duda offers 
power from the left side. 

Super Max. Muncy got called up in 
mid-April, homered In his second game 
and has been the Dodgers’ big basher 
ever since. It’s quite a turnaround for a 
player who was released by Oakland and 
spent 2017 in the minors. 

— Associated Press 
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The Cubs’ Albert Almora Jr. strikes out swinging for the final out of the game during the National League 
wild-card playoff game against the Colorado Rockies on Tuesday in Chicago. 


Rolling: Oberg strikes out side, 
ends record-setting playoff game 


FROM BACK PAGE 

Scott Oberg, the sixth Colorado 
pitcher, fanned Kris Bryant for 
the final out of the 12th and then 
struck out the side in the 13th to 
end the longest postseason game 
at 104-year-old Wrigley. Terrance 
Gore tried to sell that he was hit 
by a pitch, but was sent back to 
the plate after a replay review 
confirmed the initial call. 

After Albert Almora Jr. struck 
out swinging for the final out, 
Wolters ran out and grabbed 
Oberg. They were soon joined by 
the rest of the excited Rockies in 
a rollicking purple mob near the 
mound. 

“You’re always wondering, 
‘How’s this going to end?’ But our 
guys fought all night and to be 
able to get that last out there was 
great,” Oberg said. 

Wolters got his first hit since 
Sept. 10 in his playoff debut, and 
it was just the second postseason 
game for Oberg. Previously, the 
longest winner-take-all games in 
the postseason were 12-inning 
affairs in the 2014 AL wild-card 
round and Game 7 of the 1924 
World Series. 

This one lasted 4 hours, 55 
minutes, and had pretty much 
everything, too. Hendricks was 
the third starting pitcher used 
by the Cubs, after Jon Lester 
worked six solid innings and Cole 
Hamels was pressed into action 
after the teams were tied at 1 
through nine. Rockies third base- 
man Nolan Arenado exchanged a 
memorable hug with Javier Baez 
after he tagged the excitable Cubs 
star in the 11th. 

Colorado moved on to the Divi¬ 
sion Series for the first time since 



The Rockies’ Carlos Gonzalez 
celebrates with teammates in 
the clubhouse after beating the 
Cubs 2-1 in 13 innings. 

2009. The Rockies lost to Arizona 
in the NL wild-card game a year 
ago. 

“Such a crazy game,” Story 
said. 

The Cubs made it to the NLCS 
in each of the previous three sea¬ 
sons, winning the 2016 World Se¬ 
ries to break a 108-year drought, 
but they were plagued by an in¬ 
consistent offense all season long. 
Chicago finished with six hits and 
left 10 runners on base after man¬ 
aging only three hits in Monday’s 
3-1 home loss to the Brewers in 
the NL Central tiebreaker. 

“We played that game a lot,” 
said manager Joe Maddon, who 
matched a postseason record by 
using 23 players. “Believe me, it 
was on my mind for a large part 
of it.” 

This time, it was Kyle Free¬ 


land cruising through Maddon’s 
lineup. 

Starting on three days’ rest for 
the first time in the pros, Free¬ 
land struck out six in 6% score¬ 
less innings. The Denver native 
looked quite comfortable in his 
first career playoff appearance, 
helping his hometown team 
bounce back from Monday’s NL 
West tiebreaker loss to the Dodg¬ 
ers in Los Angeles. 

“Sometimes you just get beat 
and we got beat tonight,” Lester 
said. 

Lester helped Chicago stick 
around by matching a career 
playoff high with nine strikeouts 
in his 26th postseason appear¬ 
ance. But he took a little while 
to settle into the game, and the 
Rockies took advantage. 

Charlie Blackmon led off with a 
five-pitch walk. DJ LeMahieu fol¬ 
lowed with a ground-rule double 
on a 3-2 pitch — with the ball get¬ 
ting stuck in the famed ivy in left- 
center — and Arenado’s sacrifice 
fly drove in Blackmon. 

Lester then limited the dam¬ 
age by striking out Story and 
Matt Holliday with LeMahieu on 
third. 

That one run looked as if it might 
hold up as Freeland cruised into 
the seventh. After Story robbed 
Daniel Murphy of a hit with a div¬ 
ing grab at shortstop, manager 
Bud Black replaced Freeland 
with Adam Ottavino. 

Chicago loaded the bases with 
two outs, getting some help when 
Drew Butera was called for 
catcher’s interference, but Otta¬ 
vino struck out pinch-hitter Jason 
Heyward to end the inning. 


Scoreboard 


Wild card 

Tuesday: Colorado 2, Chicago 1, 13 in- 
Wednesday: Oakland at New York 

Division series 

(Best-of-five; x-if necessary) 
American League 

Boston vs. New York-Oakiand winner 
Friday: at Boston (Sale 12-4) 

Saturday: at Boston (Price (16-7) 
Monday: Boston (Porcello 17-7) at 
New York-Oakland winner 

x-Tuesday, Oct. 9: at New York-Oak- 
land winner 

x-Thursday, Oct. 11: at Boston 
Houston vs. Cleveland 
Friday: Cleveland (Kluber 20-7) at 
Houston (Verlander 16-9) 

Saturday: Cleveland (Carrasco 17-10) 
at Houston (Cole 15-5) 

Monday: Houston (Keuchel 12-11) at 
Cleveland (Clevinger 13-8) 

x-Tuesday, Oct. 9: at Cleveland 
x-Thursday, Oct. 11: at Houston 
National League 
Milwaukee vs. Colorado 
Thursday: at Milwaukee 
Friday: at Milwaukee 
Sunday: at Colorado 
x-Monday: at Colorado 
x-Wednesday, Oct. 10: at Milwaukee 
Los Angeles vs. Atlanta 
Thursday: Atlanta (Foltynewicz 13-10) 
at Los Angeles (Ryu 7-3) 

Friday: at' — *-' 

Sunday: a_ 

x-Monday: at Atlanta 
x-Wednesday, Oct. 10: at Los Angeles 

Tuesday 

NL wiid-card game 
Rockies 2 , Cubs 1 (13) 

Colorado Chicago 

ab r h hi ab r hbi 

BIckmoncf 3 110 Zobrist rf-lf-2b 6 0 10 

W.Davis p 0 0 0 0 Bryant lf-3h fi n i n 

Valaika ph 1 0 0 0 Rizzo lb 

Ohp 0 0 0 0 - 

McMahon lb 1 0 0 0 

LMahieuZb 6 0 10 


Arenado 3b 5 0 
Story ss 6 1 3 
Hlliday If 3 0 1 
Parralf 2 0 1 
Desmond lb 5 0 1 
Rusin p 0 0 0 
Wolters c 10 1 
Dahl rf-cf 
Innettac 
Ottvino p 
C.Gnzal rf 
Freland p 
Butera c 
Oberg p 


Gorepr-lf 2 10 0 

J.Baezss 5 0 11 

Almora cf 5 0 2 0 

D.Mrphy2b-lb4 0 0 0 
Cntrrasc 3 0 0 0 


Bote 3b 
LStllaph 0 
R.Rsrio p 0 
u u u u Cishekp 0 

10 11 Strop p 0 

6 0 0 0 Schwrbrph 1 


2 0 0 0 


8 211 2 


J.WIsonp 0 0 0 0 

Hndrcksp 0 0 0 0 

D L Rsa p 0 0 0 0 

Lesterp 1000 

I.Happ ph 0 0 0 0 

Chavezp 0000 

Heyward ph-rf 3 0 0 0 

Totals 43 1 6 1 

Colorado lOO 000 000 000 1—2 

Chicago 000 000 010 000 0-1 

E—Butera (1). DP—Colorado 1, Chicago 
2. LOB-Colorado 11, Chicago 10. 2B-Le- 
Mahieu, Story, Holliday, J.Baez. SB—Gore, 
J.Baez. SF—Arenado. S—Almora. 

IP H R ER BB SO 

Colorado 

Freeland 6^4 4 0 0 1 6 

Ottavino BS, 1-1 1 2 1112 

Davis l'/3 0 0 0 1 3 

Oh 1^4 0 0 0 2 1 

Rusin 1 0 0 0 0 0 

Oberg W, 1-0 1'4 0 0 0 0 4 

Chicago 

Lester 6 4 1119 

Chavez 1 10000 

Rosario '4 0 0 0 1 0 

Cishek % 0 0 0 0 0 

Strop 1 1 0 0 0 2 

Hamels 2 2 0 0 1 1 

Wilson '4 0 0 0 0 0 

Hendricks L, 0-1 1'4 3 110 0 

De La Rosa '4 0 0 0 0 1 

HBP-by Oberg (Gore). WP-Ottavino, 
De La Rosa. T-4:55. A-40,151 (41,649). 



Nam Y. Huh/AP 


The Cubs’ Javier Baez reacts 
after lining out to Colorado 
Rockies right fielder David Dahl 
during the fourth inning of the 
National League wild-card playoff 
Tuesday in Chicago. 
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A knack for the big play 

Bengals stepping up at right time 
to open season 3-1» nfl, Page 28 
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Nam Y. Huh/AP 


The Rockies’ Tony WoHers, right, hits the singie that drove in 
teammate Trevor Story with the winning run in the 13th inning. 


Rockies rolling 

Colorado eliminates Cubs in 13 innings 


By Jay Cohen 

Associated Press 

CHICAGO — Tony Wolters waited and waited 
as the NL wild-card game went deep into Tuesday 
night. He stretched a couple of times and tried to 
figure out when he might get a chance to play. 

When that opportunity arrived, he was ready. 

Wolters hit a tiebreaking single with two outs in 
the 13th inning and the Colorado Rockies outlasted 
the Chicago Cubs 2-1 at Wrigley Field in the longest 
win-or-go-home postseason game in mgjor league 
history. 

“Probably the biggest hit I’ve ever had, that’s for 
sure,” he said. 


Wolters, 26, claimed off waivers from Cleveland 
in 2016, entered as part of a double switch in the 
bottom of the 12th. The reserve catcher came up 
with runners at the corners and drove in Trevor 
Story with a two-strike hit back up the middle off 
losing pitcher Kyle Hendricks, quieting the crowd of 
40,151 on a crisp fall night. 

After playing its third big game over three days 
in three different cities, Colorado now heads to Mil¬ 
waukee to open a best-of-five Division Series against 
the NL Central champion Brewers on Thursday. 

“We didn’t make it easy on ourselves, that’s for 
sure,” Story said, “but we’re going to enjoy this one 
tonight and we’re definitely not done.” 

SEE ROLLING ON PAGE 31 


Inside: Minnesota fires Molitor, eyes new manager to ‘grow a young team’, Page 29 
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